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aids to navigation, reported the same with amendment, a~com
panied by a report (No. 2532); which said bill and report were 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. -

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 
Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, Mr. HURLEY, from the Commit

tee on War Claims, to which was referred the bill (H. R. 9989) 
for the relief of Ella S. Claussen, widow .of Peter J. Claussen, 
deceased , reported the same (Report No. 2528); which said bill 
and report were referred to the Committee of the Whole House. 

PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 
Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials 

of the following titles were introduced and severally referred as 
follows: 

By Mr. WELLINGTON (by request): A bill (H. R.10003) con
ferring the rank and pay of warrant officers in the Navy upon the 
three clerks on duty in the office of the Superintendent of the 
Naval Academy, at Annapolis, Md.-to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10004) to authorize the Chesapeake Beach 
Railway Company, of Maryland, to exted its line into and within 
the District of Columbia-to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

By Mr. GILLETT of Massachusetts: A bill (H. R. 10005) fixing 
the a;ge for retirement from the classified civil service-to the Com
mittee on Reform in the Civil Service. 

By Mr. LINTON: A bill (H. R. 10006) to prevent the desecra
tion of the national flag-to the Uommittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WOODMAN: A bill (H. R. 10007) to amend an act 
entitled "An act to incorporate the Brightwood Railway Com
pany "-to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. CORLISS: A bill (H. R.10008) to improve and remodel 
the old post-office building and erect a bonded warehouse upon 
the grounds of the United States located at the corner of Larner 
and Griswold streets, in the city of Detroit, Mich.-to the Com
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. LIVINGSTON: A bill (H. R. 10010) to provide a site 
and erect a public building in Covington, Ga.-to the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. SPENCER: A bill (H. R. 10011) to authorize the Secre
tary of State to purchase the Island of Cuba-to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. . 

By Mr. FAIRCHILD: A bill (H. R. 10012) relating to the im
provement of Eastchester Creek, State of New York-to the Com
mittee on Rivers and Harbors. 

By Mr. HILBORN: Memorial of the senate of the State of Cali
fornia, relative to the tariff-to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 
Under clause-! of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 

were presented and referred as follows: 
By Mr. CATCHINGS: A bill (H. R. 10013) for the relief of 

John Noble, of Bolivar County, Miss.-to the Committee on War 
Claims. 

By Mr. ELLETT: A bill (H. R. 10014) to compensate Gen. 
Dabney H. Maury for his cavalry tactics-to the Committee on 
Claims. 

By Mr. HILBORN: A bill (H. R. 10015) referring the claim of 
HannahS. CJ.·ane et al. to the Court of Claims-to the Committee 
on Claims. 

By Mr. KIEFER: A bill (H. R. 10016) granting a pension to 
Jane B. Johnston-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. LORD1ER: A bill (H. R. 10017) for the relief of Ellis 
Bigfeather-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By ~1r. OGDEN: A bill (H. R. 10018) for the relief of the estate 
of Phillip Poete, deceased, late of Natchitoches Parish, La.-to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. OVERSTREET: A bill (H. R. 10019) for the relief of 
William H. Webster-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By 1\fr. SULLOW A Y (by i·equest): A bill (H. R.10020) grant
ing a pension to Louise Van Atter-to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. WILSON of Ohio: A bill (H.R.10021) granting a pen-
sion to John Shisler-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. · 

PETITIONS, ETC. 
Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers 

were laid on the Clerk's desk and referred as follows: 
By M1·. A VERY: Memorial of the State board of health of 

- Michigan, in favor of the passage of the bill to provide for a per
manent census set-vice- to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Also, memorial of the Michigan State board of health, a~ainst 
the passage of Senate bill No. 1552, for the further prevention of 

cruelty to animals in the District of Columbia-to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. BELKNAP: Petition of L. Coatsworth, J. W. Farster 
and W. C. Hawkins, all of Chicago, ill., favoring the passage of~ 
law requiring eight hours to constitute a legal day's work-to tha 
Committee on Labor. 

By Mr. HILBORN: Resolution of the Merchants' Association 
of San Francisco, Cal., urging the completion of the Nicaragua 
Canal-to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By 1\ir. LORIMER: Paper to accompany House bill No. 10017 
to correct the military record of Ellis Bigfeather, deceased la~ 
of C_ompany K, Third ~egiment .~dian Home Guards, fudian 
Temtory-to the Committee on Military Affajrs. 

By Mr. PARKER: Resolutions of the New Jersey State Horti· 
cultural Society, against the free distribution of seeds-to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. ROBINSON of Pennsylvania: Petition of 600 dtizens 
of Chester County, Pa., in favor of a bill to further protect the 
first day of the week as a day of rest in the District of Columbia
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. Vf A!lNER: Resolution of Homer J?os~, No. 263, Depart
ment of lllmo1s, Grand Army of the Repubhc, m sympathy with 
the Cubans-to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. WELLINGTON: Petition of Anna Anderson widow of 
Jacob Anderson, late of Company B, First Regiment 'Maryland 
Cavalry, for her relief-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petition of Levi Montgomery, late of Companies E and B, 
First Regiment Maryland Volunteer Cavalry, for his relief-to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

AL.;;o, petition of Wilford C. McCardell, late of Company I, First 
Regiment Maryland Cavalry, for his relief-to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. . 

Al::;o, petition of the administrator of Emanuel McCoy, a Mexi
can soldier, asking relief in the matter of funeral expenses, etc.
to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. WILSON of Ohio: Petition of Julius L. Lust and 17 
others, of Pickaway County, Ohio, favoring a pension to John 
Shisler, of Circleville, Ohio-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
. SATURDAY, January 16, 1897. 

The House met at 12 o'clock m. 
The following prayer was offered by the Chaplain, Rev. HENRY 

N. OOUDEN: 
We come to Thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, with 

renewed faith and confidence to-day, giving Thee hearty thanks for 
all the blessings which Thou hast bestowed upon us. Especially do 
we thank Thee for those warm, life-giving currents which are 
ever emanating from Thy great heart, and which come sweeping 
through the souls of men, inspiring them to larger conceptions of 
Thee, of life, and its profound duties. Make us more and more 
susceptible to these things, that our lives may be so ordered that 
when we pass from this existence men shall rise up and call us 
blessed; and when we reach those heavenly portals we shall find 
our names written on the Book of Life, and hear the words, '' Well 
done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord." This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

BRIDGE ACROSS THE COLUMBIA. RIVER, STATE OF WASHINGTO ', 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask that the billS. 3375 be 

taken from the Speaker's table and put upon its passage. It ia 
identical with the bill H. R. 9922. 

The SPEAKER. Is the House bill on the Calendar? 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. The House bill is on the Caiendar, and has 

been reported by the Committee.on Interstate and Foreign Com
merce. 

The SPEAKER. Then it would come up as a part of the regu
lar order, if it is a Senate bill carrying no appropriation. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. It carries no appropriation. 
The SPEAKER (continuing). If it is substantially the same as 

a House bill already reported, and if the committee wants it to 
come up. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Yes, sir. It is jdentically the same as the 
House bill. 

The Senate bill was repor ted at length. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on the third reading of this 

bill. 
Mr. TERRY. I should like to understand exactly how this bill 

comes up here under the rule. 
The SPEAKER. This is a Senate bill, which does not require 

reference to the Cotnmittee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union, a bill substantially like which, not necessarily identi
capy the same, is on file and has been reported by a House com
mittee. 
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Mr. DOOLITTLE. It is identical. 
Mr. TERRY. I understand that bills in that condition can be 

called up without a request for unanimous consent. 
The SPEAKER. They can be called up without unanimous 

consent by the committee. The three requisites are: First, that 
the bill shall not require reference to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union; second, that it shall be similar, 
substantially the same, as one that bas already received the ap
proval of the committee having it in charge; and third, that it 
shall be called up at'the"requestof the committee. There are two 
kinds of business which can be disposed of at once from the 
Speaker's table. First, House bills with Senate amendments not 
involving consideration by the Committee of the Whole :f!ouse on 
the state of the Union, wheretbeamendments donotrequuetbat; 
and second, this class of Senate bills. 

Mr. TERRY. I would like to ask the gentleman in charge of 
this bill if it does not create a corporation as well as authorize the 
construction of a bridge? . 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Not at all. The corporation is organized. 
And I wish to say here that this bridge is required in order to 
enable the mines to ship their ores out. 

Mr. TERRY. Is this a unanimous report of the committee? 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. Oh, yes, sir; it is the unanimous report; 

and it is also recommended by the Secretary of War. 
· The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly 
read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. DOOLITTLE, a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed was laid on the table. 
ADJUSTMENT OF ACCOUNTS OF ARMY OFFICERS, GRADUATES OF 

WEST POINT. 
The SPEAKER. The Committee on Claims ask that the bill 

(S. 2570) to authorize the readjustment of the accounts of Army 
officers who were graduates of West Point Military Academy be 
transferred to the Committee on War Claims. Without objection, 
the change of reference will be made. 
· There was no objection. 

SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 
Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following Senate bills and 

House bill with Senate amendments were taken from the Speaker's 
table and referred as follows: 

A bill ES. 3494) providing for an examination of the improve
ments at the Pass of Aransas, Texas-to the Committee on Rivers 
and Harbors. 

A bill (S. 2393) for the relief of William E. Bond-to the Com
mittee on Claims. 

A bill (H. R. 3656) providing for free homesteads on the public 
lands in Oklahoma Territory for actual and bona fide settlers, and 
reserving the public lands for that purpose-to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. · 

NATIONAL SANITARIUM FOR PULMONARY DISEASES. 
Mr. CATRON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 

consideration of the bill (S. 2593) granting to the American Invalid 
Aid Society, ?f Boston, M~ss., the abandoned Fort Marc.y·Militar;r 
Reservation m New MeXIco for the purpose of a natwnal sam
tarium for the treatment of pulmonary diseases. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, ete., That the abandoned Fort Marcy Military Reservation, 

and all the improvements thereon, situated in the Territor¥ of New Mexico, 
be, and the same is hereby, granted to the American Invahd .Aid Society, of 
Boston, Mass., upon the conditions that said society shall establish and main
tain perpetually thereon a national sanitarium for the treatment of pulmo
nary diseases: P-rovided, That said society shall within two years from and 
after the passage of this act accept this grant and shall el'jtablish on said 
reservation a sanitarium for the purposes herein named; and whenever the 
said lands and buildings shall cease to be used by said society for the pur
poses herein provided the same shall revert to the United States. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

Mr. STEELE. Let us hear something about that. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. This is subject to an objection, and I 

should like to have some explanation .about the measure. 
Mr. CATRON. The report will explain; or I can explain it 

easier than the report of the committee. . 
Mr. STEELE. Let us have the report. I would rather have 

the report. 
The report (by Mr. LACEY) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on the Public Lands have had under consideration Senate 

bill2593, and report the same back with amendments, and as amended recom-
m end its passage. • 

A charitable corporation has been organized in New England to assist pul
monary invalids to go to the mountain region of the West for treatment. In 
the city of Santa Fe, in New Mexico, is located the military reservation of 
:Jl'ort Marcy. It contains about 17t acres of land. The reservation has been 
abandoned, and the city of Santa Fe desires that it may be used for a sani
tarium for lung and throat diseases. The climate of New Mexico is unsur
passed for its beneficial influences in such diseases, and this reservation would 
be especially advantageous for the proposed purpose. 

The reservation is divided into two tracts-one of about 4 acres and the 
other of about 13t acres. There are several buildings on the reservation for
merly used by troops that may be utilized for sanitarium purposes, but it 
will be necessary to erect some new and permanent buildings. 

Your committee think that a portion of the grant should be permanent so 
long as the land is used for the purposes proposed, in order that the corpo-

ration or association may erect its permanent improvements thereon, but the 
remainder of the land we think should only be leased, at least until the 
experiment shall have been fully tried. 

'l'he purpose is a charitable one, and -the amendments proposed by the 
committee require that the medical treatment shall be gratuitous. 

It is not necessary for your committee to discuss at any length the admira
ble location of the proposed sanitarium. It is recognized by all medical men 
who have given the subject any study. 
- Your committee incorporate the following telegrams in its report to show 

the view of the matter taken by the people of Santa Fe: 

Hon. T. B. CATRON, 
SANTA FE, N. MEX., May 2, 1898. 

Fredonia Hotel, Washington, D. 0.: 
Woman's board of trade a!P:ees with city council and board of trade about 

dis~osition Fort Marcy. Petition to TELLER to withdraw amendment mailed 

to- ay. Mrs. IDA REVENBERG, President. 

Hon. T. B. CATRON, 
SANTA FE, N.MEX., May 1,1896. 

Fredonia Hotel. Washington, D. 0.: 
Every member city council Santa Fe strongly favors sanitarium, but il 

very antagonistic to Indian school proposition. 
· PEDRO DELGADO, 

Mayor of Santa Fe. 

• SANTA FE, N. MEX., May 1, 1898. 
Hon. T. B. CATRON, 

Delegate to Congress from New Mexico, 
Fredonia Hotel, Washington, D. 0.: 

Board trade uuanimous in favor of sanitarium, but against Indian school 
proposition. Mr. Staab will ba in Washington Wednesday evening as repre
sentative Santa Fe Board Trade. 

Attest: E. T. WEBBER, President. 
GEO. W. KNAEBEL, Secretary. 

The following report of the Commissioner of the General Land Office and 
Secretary of the Interior we incorporate in this report: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR~ENERA.L LAND OFFICE, 
washington, D. 0., May 4, 1896. 

SIR: I am in receipt by your reference, for early report in duplicate and 
return of papers, of Senate bill No. 2593, to grant to the American Invalid 
.Aid Society, of Boston, Mass., the abandoned Fort Marcy Military Reserva
tion, N. Mex., for the purpose of a national sanitarium for the treatment of . 
pulmonary diseases, together with a letter from Hon. T. B. CATRON, and Senate 
Report No. 7n on Senate bill No. 2593, all of ·which were submitted to you by 
Hon. JOHN F. LACEY, chairman of the Committee on the Public Lands of the 
House of Representatives, with the request that you make any suggestions 
thereon that you may deem proper, and that you give the present value of. 
the land referred to in the bill. 

The bill provides that the reservation, and all improvements thereon, be 
granted to the society mentioned, upon condition that . it shall establish and 
maintain perpetually thereafter a national sanitarium for the treatment of 
pulmonary diseases, provided that said society shall, within two year-s after 
the passage of said act, accept the grant and shall establish the proposed 
sanitarium; and whenever the said lands and buildings shall cease to be used 
by said society for the purposes intended, the same shall revert to the United 
States. 

In reply, I have the honor to report that the Fort Marcy Reservation-was 
established by Executive order of August 28, 1868, and was turned over to 
the Interior Department October 7, 1891, for disposal under the act of July~. 
1884 (23 Stat. L ., 103), or as may be otherwise provided by law. This order 
was revoked November 12, 1891, and the reservation thereof for military pur
poses again declared. 

Executive order of June 5, 1895, again placed the reservation under control 
of this Department for disposal. 

Said reservation is situated iu the city of Santa Fe, N.Mex., and contains 
an estimated area of 17 acre~!, 3,4.25 yards, and 2,656 square feet. 

A list furnished by the War Department shows that there are twenty-three 
buildings thereon. · . 

As no appraisal of the lands and buildings has been made, this office is 
unable to state what is the value thereof. 

There is" on file in this office a letter from Governor Thornton, of New 
Mexico. dated July 17,1895, in which he says, among other things, that the 
claim of the city for the site of Santa Fe has been confirmed by the Court of 
Private Land Claims. No mandate of such court has been received, and this 
office has no knowledge as to whether or not the title to its site has been con
firmed, nor does that question affect the disposition of this reservation, since 
the governor mentions in said letter that said land was excepted from the 
confirmation. · ' 

The records of this office also disclose that on April13, 187i, James F. Proud- -
fit, then United States surveyor-general for New Mexico, recommended for 
confl.rmatiou, under section 8 of the act of July 22, 18M (10 Stat. L., 318), that 
the site of said city be confirmed, making certain exceptions of land within 
its boundaries, one of which was the land within the military reservation. 

On July 9,1895, Governor Thornton made application to the Interior- De
partment to. have the reservation turned over to the city of Santa Fe by 
proclamation of the President. 

On December 30,1895, this office submitted to you a form of a proclamation 
for the signature of the President, with a view to turning the said reserva
tion over to the city of Santa Fe as requested. 1 have not been advised that 
said proclamation has )>een signed. 

The proposed legislation is for a worthy object, and 1 see no objections to 
th~fi~s~ea~~ t~~~~~es are here"\vith returned. -

Very respectfully, 
8. W. LAMOREUX, Commissioner. 

The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, May 7,1896. 

SIR: I have the honor to hand you herewith a r eport from the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, dated the 4th instant, on Senate bill No. 2593, 
"granting to the American Invalid .Aid Society of Boston, Mass., the aban
doned Fort Marcy Military Reservation, in New Mexico, for the purpose of a 
national sanitarium for the treatment of pulmonarr diseases," etc. 

For reasons stated in the OommissionE>r's report, m which he is of the opin
ion that there are no objections to the passage of the bill, I have the honor to 
sa.y that I believe the bill should become law, and recommend its passage. 

Very respectfully, 
• WM. H. SIMS, Acting Secretary. 

Hon. JoHN. F. LACEY, 
Olut.irman Committee on "the Public Lands1 · 

House of Rept•esentatives. 
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The amendments proposed by your committee are as follows: 
Strike out on page 1 after the word "assembled," in line 2. all contained 

in lines 3, i , 51 6, 7. and S, down to and including the word " diseases," in line 
9, and insert m lieu thereof the following, to wit: 

"All that part of the abandoned Fort Marcy Military Reservation, with all 
the improvements thereon, in the city of Sante Fe, Territory of New Mexico, 
lying between Washington avenue and Lincoln avenue, in said city, be, and 
the same is hereby, granted to the American Invalid Aid Society, of Boston, 
Mass.; and the remainder of said reservation, with all the improvements 
thereon, be, and the same is hereby, granted for the term of twentr.-five 
years to said socie~y~.the said grants hereby made being upon the conditions 
tpat said society snau establish and maintain thereon a national sanitarium 
tor the treatment of pulmonary diseases. " 

Amend by inserting in line 12, after the word "named," the following 
words, "and shall make no charge for medical treatment therein." 

acre. If you should put it up at public, forced sale, you could 
not get $5,000 for the whole of it, with the improvements. 

Mr. TERRY. What is the population of Santa Fe? 
Mr. CATRON. Seven thousand. 
Mr. BOATNER. Is it true that the proposition is to donate 

this property to a private corporation? 
:Mr. CATRON. The proposition is to donate 4 acres to a cor

poration organized under the laws of Massachusetts, known as the 
Invalid Aid Society, who propose to establish a national sanita
rium, and who will be required by this ·bill to furnish medical 
treatment absolutely free; and if they fail to comply with the 
terms of the gift the property will revert to the Government. 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, it occurs to me that this proposed · Mr. WASHINGTON. They do not propose to furnish free 
measure is a violation of all the precedents of this House in regard board to the patients? 
to these reservations. If I have caught correctly the reading of Mr. CATRON. No. 
the report of the Interior Department, the governor of New Mex- Mr. WASHINGTON. How many persons will the buildings 
ico wanted this reservation turned over to the city of Santa Fe; accommodate? 
and now, instead of that being done, here is a proposition to turn Mr. CA'f.H.ON. The expectation is to put up new buildings. 
it over to a private corporation organized in the State of Massa- These old buildings would accommodate very few-probably 40 or 
chusetts. If this sanitarium is to be such a good thing, thepeople 50. But the intention of the company is to erect new buildings 
of Santa Fe ought to know it. If they are willing that this reser worth several hundred thousand dollars. 
vation in, the city of Santa Fe should be appropriated for the erec- Mr. STEELE. There is a statement somewhere in the papers 
tion of a sanitarium, then all well and proper; but we should give that the judge of some court has decided that this ground has re-
them a. chance to say so. verted to the State. 

Mr. CATRON. 'rhat is their statement; they have recom- Mr. CATRON. There has been no decision in New Mexico to 
mended this very thing. that effect. 

Mr. TERRY. No; you have not submitted any expression from Mr. STEELE. But that statement is made somewhere in the 
the citizens in that report. You have a statement that some report. The Commissioner of the Land Office or the Secretary of 
officials-- the Interior says it has been claimed that such a decision has been# 

Mr. CATRON. No; the mayorof the city states that the board made; but the decision is not given. 
of common council of the city recommends this disposition of the Mr. CATRON. I state most positively that there has been no 
reservation. That is stated in the report. decision of that kind anywhere, either in New Mexico or out of it. 

Mr. TERRY. It has been held time and again that agreements Mr. STEELE. Suppose there should be a decision of that kind? 
or concessions made by city officials, when they are not assembled A MEMBER. Then the land would not pass by this grant. 
according to law, amount to nothing. It is very easy to go to a Mr. WASHINGTON. 1\Ir. Speaker, this seems to be an impo:t:-
mayor or an alderman of a city and get a letter or statement from tant bill. It involves the donation of a military reservation. The 
him; but to submit a question directly to the representatives of facts do not seem to be fully understood. We do not know whether 
the people and get their vote upon it after full discussion is a very this reservation has been fully abandoned by the Government or 
different matter. not. I suggest.that the bill might go over till Monday, so as to 

This bill does not undertake to turn this reservation over to the give members a chance to investigate the case. I do not hear of 
city of Santa Fe. If it did that, I think it would be perfectly any rep01·t from the Secretary of War advising thi'l transfer. 
proper, because that has always been the course pursued in regard The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
to these abandoned military reservations. But you do not propose of the bill? 
to do that in this case. You turn over this property, this very Mr. DE ARMOND. I object. 
valuable piece of land in the city of Santa Fe, to a private cor- JOHN RYAN. 
poration. 

Now, I want to say to the gentleman that if he can obtain Mr. DALZELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
unanimous consent without my voice, I am not going to object to present consideration of the resolution I send to the desk. 
the consideration of the bill. But I submit to the judgment of The Clerk read as follows: 
the House whether or not we ought to pass such a bill as this. I R esolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives be, and he is 
f will t te t · f th ti t · te hereby, authorized and directed to pay, out of the contingent fund of the or one no vo o give one o ese reserva ons o a pnva House of Representatives, to the widow of John Ryan, deceased~ late a roes-
corporation entirely outside of the State, without the people con- sengeron the soldiers' roll of the House of Representatives, who aied August 
earned having had a chance to express themselves upon it either 10.1896. a sum equal to his salary for six months, a.nd the e~:p~~ses of his last 
by their direct vote or through their immediate representatives. illness a.nd funeral, said expenses not to exceed the sum of $i!50. 
Where a person simply goes around and gets the statement of an There being no objection, the resolution was considered and 
alderman or a. mayor that he thinks a particular propoSition is a agreed to. 
very worthy one, and everything of that sort, that, it strikes me, 
is not the way to do business. It is not the legal and proper way 
to obtain an expression from persons charged with official respon
sibility. I shall vote against this measure. 

Mr. S'l'EELE. Is it not a fact that when it was proposed to 
abandon this reservation and build a new post near Santa Fe one 
of the reasons urged in favor of that proposition was that the 
land on which the old fort was located in the city of Santa Fe 
would sell for enough to nearly pay the expense of the new post? 

Mr. CATRON. Is that question asked of me? 
Mr. STEELE. Of you or any other gentleman. 
Mr. CA'I~tON. I know of no such statement ever having been 

made. · 
Mr. STEELE. · I do not think there is any question that it was 

made. 
Mr. CATRON. I know that if this ground were sold it would 

not sell for one hundredth part of enough to build a new fort. 
:M:r. STEELE. What I meant to say was that according to the 

statement made this property would sell for enough to buy new 
ground for another post, not enough to build the fort. 

l\1r. CATRON. The people of Santa Fe have offered to the 
Government a title free for the land on which to build the new 
fort. Hence there is no necessity for the purchase of new 
ground, and there is no pretense that such purchase will ever be 
required. · 

The improvements on this land are made of adobe or sun-dried 
brick, which goes to ruin very rapidly. The old fort is now unoc
cupied, and in a very short time will absolutely go to ruin. 

Mr. STEELE. What is the value of the ground-the 17 acres? 
Mr. CATRON. If you should go out and undertake to sell the 

la.nd to-day in parcels, you might get ·$17,000 for it, $1,000 per 

MIRUM C. PECK. 

Mr. DOCKERY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the bill (H. R. 9619) granting a pension 
to Mirum C. Peck. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be i t enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 

authorized and directed to place on the pension roll the name of Mirum C. 
Peck, widow of Hartwell B. Peck, late yrivate Company D, Santa Fe Battal
ion Missouri Volunteers, in the war With Mexico, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws. 

The Committee on Pensions recommend the adoption of the fol
lowing amendment: 

Add to the bill, "and pay him a pension rated at $8 per month." 
Mr. DOCKERY. I desire to coiTect the committee amend

ment. The word "him," in line 8, should be stricken out and 
".her" inserted; so as to read, "and pay her a pension rated at $8 
per month." 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection tothepresentconsideration 
of the bill? 

Mr. MILNES. Let us have the report read. 
The report (by Mr. MozLEY) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on P ensions, to whom was r eferred the bill (H. R. 9619) 

granting a pension to Mirum C. Peck, have considered the same and report: 
The claimant is the widow of Hartwell B. P eck, who enlisted l'llay 81 1848, 

for the war wit h Mexico in Company D~ Santa Fe Battalion of Missouri Vol
unteer s, and was honorably dischargea October 17, 1848. The service is a 
mat ter of r ecord a t the War Department, and the records also show that a 
detachment of which Peck was a m ember while acting as escor t to Major 
Bryant~ paymaster , between Leavenworth and Fort Mannil on the Ar kam;as 
River, nad a severe engagement June 18,1848, with host e Comanche a.nd 
Osage In<llans·. 

The claimant filed a.n application at the Pension Bureau under t he Mexican 
war pensioiJ act of January 29,1887, but the same was disallowed upon the 
ground that the Mexican war having ended May 30, 1848, the period of the 
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roldier's service dnring thatwar did not cover the sixty days' time necessary 
to give title under that ad. 
It will be observed, howe vet", that the -soldier's actual service covru'Eld a :pe

riod of fiV"e months and nine days. He enlisted _in good faith f~r the-w~rwith 
Mexico, and participated in an engagement With hostile Indians while pro
tecting the property of the United States. The value of bis services to the 
country was equally as great as a sixty-day march to Mexico woUld have 
lleen, and the latter would have given his widow title to pension under the 
generallaw. . . 

The soldier died J annary M,1865, and his widow, the beneficiary"' IS now 
about 66 years o1d, very JlOOr, and so much 11.ffected by lung disease as to be 
'tillable to do anything toward earning a support. 

The facts are"iully shown by the testimony ~n file a.t the Pension J3urean. 
The passage of the bill is respectfully .recommended with an amendment 

adding after the last word the words "Bond :pay her a. pension rated at $8 per 
month.'' 

Mr. TALBERT. I would like-to a.sk the gentleman" from Mis
souri if that claim llas heen cunoidered at a regular Friday night 
session? 

:Mr. DOCKERY. It has been considered by -the Committee {)n 
Pensions, and reported unanimously. 

Mr. TALBERT. ~tbasnot been be.iore the Friday-nightses
llion? 

Mr. DOCKERY. And "is in every way a meritorious case. I 
hope "my friend will not object. 

Mr. TALBJm.T. 1 do-not objeet. 
There being no objection, -the bill was considered. 
The amendment ·to the amendment recommended by the com

mittee was agreed to. 
The amendment as amended was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ·ordered to be engrossed and read a 

third time; andit was according1yrl3ad -the third time, a.nd-p:assed. 
On motion of lfr. DOCKERY, a motion to reconsider the last 

vote was laid on the table. 
.JOHN H. W.ILLIS. 

Mr. DANFORD. _Mr. Speaker, I askn:n.animous consen:ttorthe 
'J)Iesent consideration oftheoill (H..R. 437.9) .fur the.relief of John 
H. Willm. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War be, and he hereby is, directed 

to remove the·c~e of desertion .now standing on ilhe ro]jg against :the name 
of Johnll. Willis, ofBatteryD, Fourth United States Artillery. 

The Committee on M'":llitary Affair.s .recommend tb.e a a option of 
the following amendment: 

Add "tO the bill, "to date May 26,1865: Pr~vided, That no bounty, :pay, or 
emoluments shall become due .snell Boldier b.Y virtue of this act." 

Mr. DANFORD. This bill passed dnringthe last Congress both 
the Senate and t'he Honse, but .so late that it did not Teach the 
President in time for his signature. This soldier served through
out the entire war-from the 26th day of April, 1861, to the 26th 
day of April, 1865-and then, with the feeling 'that the war was 
over, he returned home. He did no.t desert whilst there was an 
enemy in the field. . 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection .to the present considm·ation 
of the bill? 

There was no objection. 
The amendment.recomm.ended by the committee was agreed to. 
Mr. TALBERT. I would like to have the .report in that .ca;;e 

"l'ead. 
The report (by Mr. BISHOP) was read, as follows: 
~e Committee on :Military Affairs, to whom was referreli the bill CH. R. 

4a79) entitled "A billiorthe .relief of John H. Willis,"beg leave to submit the 
following report, and 1·ecommend that said bill do pass, witll.an amendment 
u.s follows~ 

At the end of tbe hill add the words "to date May 26,1865. No bounty, 
pav or other emoluments shall become due such soldier by virtue of this aat." 

This soldier enlisted April25, 186l,.and served faithfully'Ulltil May"26,1B6{), 
tbroughthe entire l>eriod of the war. He claims that it was biB understand· 
ing at the date of biB last enlistment that the close of the war should termi
naiie his serYice. At all events your committee think said soldier has-earned 
an honora hle discharge by reason of lUs fidelity through the entire dangers 
of the whole Jleriod of-the war. 

RECORD AND PENsiON 0FFIOE, WAR DEPART~T, 
Washington Oity, January 18, 1BI14. 

DEAR Sm: In eomJ)lianoo with yonr personal request of this morning, to 
be furnished with the military record of John H. Willis, late a private of 
Company E, Thirteenth Indiana Infantry, and Battery D, Fourth United 
States Artillery, I have the honor to advise you as follows: · 

It appears from the records of this office that John H. WilllB, Company E, 
Thirteenth India:na V olnnteer Infa.D"try, was enrolled April 25~ 1861, to serve 
three years. He appears to have servild faithfully with his command from 
-the date of his enlistment until October20, 1862, when he was discharged from 
the volunteer service by reason of his transfer to the Regular Army. 

The records of the permanent military-establishment are not .in this office, 
but a report rec.eived t'rom the Adjutant-General of the Army, who is the c~· 
todia.n of those records, shows that this soldier enlisted October 21. 1862~ in 
Battery B, Fourth United State~ Artiller.y, at Suffolk, Va.; that he was ais-

-charged January Bl, 186,1, at Portsmouth, Va., by reason of reenlistment; that 
he reenlisted in the same battery February 1, 1864, and deserted Ma.y 26, 1865, 
at Camp Lincoln, Va., and that on November 23, 1893, he was furnished with 
a deserter's -release under the act of Congress approved Aprilll, 1890. 

No information with regard to this soldi.er has been !amid upon the hospi
tal records from 1861 to 1865, inclusive. 

Very ,respectfully, 
F. 0. AINSWORTH, 

Colonel, United States Army, Oll,lef Record and Pension Office. 
Hon. A. J. PJJ:.A.RSoN, 

HOUM-'llf Representatives. 

.ARMSTRONGS .Mrr..Ls, .BELMoNT CoUNTY, OHIO, 
November !28, I891. 

To the Honora7ile Members of Congress, 'U. '8. A. 
DEAR SIRS: John H. Willis., who was a.priv-at"il.:inComJJanyD,Fonrth.Reg

iment United States .Artillery and who will at this session of Congress h~ve 
a petition presented to your honorable body for the removal of charge of 
desertion,~ a soldier that volunteered in 1861 and followild the flag through 
all the exciting and stirring scenes of the war till the end, in 1865; and he was 
always ready for duty when called on and his health has been greatly im
paired by the excessive duty and terrible hardships which he was compelled 
to undergo. He being a credible citizen, and lutving served his country so 
long in the hour of her need, give his case a careful examination and I fool 
oonfident that you will-do him justice.. 

Very respectfully, HENRY .KINNEY, Jn.. 

Aml:sTRONGS .MILLS, OHio, .November so, 1891. 
Hono1·ahle .Members of Congress, U. S. A.: 

.I have known John .H. Willis, who was a solilier in Gompa.ny D, Fonrtl\ 
United S:tatea Artillery, for tne past forty years. He is a respected citizen, 
-and having serv.ed his country from 186l.to 1_865, and who is at :{!resent ~ 
abled and old and has no sustenance "Other than what is given 1rlm and the 
little thathemay earn with his own hands at labor 88.& hand o:n a farm, and. 
at no time since he came hacB: to this neUdiborhood from the Army in 1865 
would I consider 1rim abl& to J)rOVide fur liis wife ami fa:mily. Consider li'iS 
claim carefully, I -take-this opportunity of tha:nking the .member.s of Con• 
gress for the uniform courtesy and kindness extended to the applicants. 

With best wisheBfor your w.elfare, I :l:eJllain, very tl"!ll:y,_yours, 
JOSIAH MoGIDRE. 

THE STATE OF OHIO, '(}0Uf1,f1J qf Be1mont, ": 
Before me, A. H. Ca.ldwell,a.notarypublioin"&nd for said county and State, 

'}Jersonally ~me Ma.rga;ret A. Beclrntt, and makes oath in dne fo..-m of la~w 
and says that s'he knew John H. Willis, a private in Company D, Fou 
U.nited States.Artillecyl when he came home from tbe war, some time in th 
month of .Junei 1865, KilQ that he was In very poor 'health. and wss suffe~ 
with chronic dmrrhea,and tha.t~:did notperform a.nymanua.llaboriortwo 
months or more, .and that his wife was sick, under treatment of ~e doctor.~ 
and that his family was in very needn circumstances, and that she had_gooa 
~llf!e to know :all about them, as she ·vad & near ji~~~~·iP~EfdKETT . 

Sworn:to.and'SUbscribed :before.:nm i:his iliei12th. day "Of October, A. D.1892. 
[SEAL.] A. H. CALDWELL, .Notary Public. 

THE &:!:ATE OF Oxro. County of .Belmont, ss; 
.Persona.Ily cmne.:Morgan Powell before me, .A. E Cald wen, a notary publiq 

in and for satd,county:and State,andmakesoathindue formoflaw,and says 
that he 'knew _;r ohn H. Willis, .a private in Company D, -Fourth Umted.Stai;es 
Artillery1when he came home fioom the war,sometimein th.e.month<>f June.,_, 
.1865, a.nd that he was in very poor health, suffering with chronic diarrhea, ana 
that he did not perform anymanuallaborfortwomonths or'JDore. 

Witn:ess: 
MORGAN POWELL. 

H. 0. CALDWELL. 

:SworntoandBilbscribed by said Margan Powell before me-this 15th day of 
October, A. D.1.892. 

[SEAL.] A. "H . .COALDWELL, Nata:ry Public. 
Mr. TALBERT. I woula like to .aSk if this bill has been con· 

siaered at a Friday night session? 
Mr. DANFORD. It has been considered by the Fifty-third, 

Congre.ss, and passed both Rouse and Senate. The gentleman 
from South Carolina himself and the gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. PEARsoN] had .a colloquy on the.:fioor_in regard to 
the bill. 

Mr. TALBERT. Imakenoobjection~ 
There being no objection, the bill as amended was ordered to 

be engrossed and read a tbira time; and it was accordingly read. 
the third time, and passea. 

On motion of .Mr. DANFORD, amotion fu recon.sider the last 
vote was laid on the "table. 

HENRY F. THORNTON. 

Mr. OWENS . .Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the 
P.!esmJ.t consiaeration of the ln11 (H . .R. 1004) for the relief o~ 
.l:ienry F. Thornton. · 

The bill was Tead, as foTI(}ws: 
.Be it enacted, etc.~That the Commissioner of Pensions be, and is hereb;v1f directed to issue to Henry F. Thornton, late of First Virginia Volunteers m ' 

,Mexican war, a ·ce.rtificate of-pension at the rate of "$25 per -month in lien of 
certificate No. 9623, now held by said Thornton 88 a survivor of said war. 

SEc. 2. That this act shall take effect from_December $, 1895. 
The committee recommend the adoption of thefoTiowing amend ... l · 

ments: 
Strike out, in line 6, the words "twmrty-frve" and in.ert "fifteen," a.nd1 

strike out all of section 2. 
The SPEAKER. ~-s there objection to the present consideration' 

of the bill? · 
Mr. SPALDING. I ask for the:readlng of the report. 
The report (by Mr. COLSON) was read, as follows: 
The Committee on Pensions.. to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1064) e:tt•• 

titled "A bill for the relief of .Hem·y F. Thornton," beg leave to submit the . 
following report, lilld recommend that said bill do-pass with amendments. 

The claimant was a member of the First Virgi:ma Vohmteers, and servild 
from December 21 1847, to February 29,1848, in the war with Mexico. He was 
granted the pensiOn of $13 per month provided by the act of-January 29, 1887, 
and this was subsequently increased to S12 per month under the act of Jan· ' 
ua!'.Y o 5, 1893, upon 'his proving dependence and total disability. I 

The papers on file Bot the Pension Bureau show that Mr. Thornton-is 71 
years old, a sufferer from rheumatism and paralysis agitans, and generally: 
in such a condition physically 88 to be wholly incapacttawd for earning &1 
~upport by mamm1l&bor. It is further ·shown that he has absolutely u() 
property or source of income aside from his pension"" 

There are several precedents for the .a.Jlowance of a.n increased rating ~ 

.· 
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the wholly disabled and dependent pensioners of the Mexican war, and your 
committee bAlleve that such precedents may be followed with propriety and 
justice in t~ case. 

The following amendments are recommended: Strike out the word 
"twenty-five," in line 6, and substitute therefor the word "fifteen." Strike 
out the second section of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration 
of the bill? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, according to that report, this vet

~ran is now on the pension roll at the rate of $12 per month. The 
bill asks $25 a month. 

This man is some 70 years of age, bedridden, helpless, and with
out means of support, and his wife is nearly as old as he is and as 
helples& to earn a living as he. The committee having conceded 
the necessity of some increase in his pension, I can not believe 
that they would insist on the amendment of $15 a month, an in
crease of but $3, which of course amounts to nothing. I hope the 
committee will not insist.. on the amendment, but that the House 
will pass the bill as originally propose~ ~t $25 a month. 

Mr. STEELE. Mr. Speaker, I notice that it directs the" Com
missioner of Pensions." 

Mr. OWENS. Yes, I noticed that. I want to move to amend 
that by striking out the words "Commissio~er of Pensions" and 
inserting the words "Secretary of the Intenor." 

Mr. STEELE. How long did this man serve? 
Mr. OWENS. I do not remember; not very long. It was dur-

ing the Mexican war. . 
Mr. STEELE. I understood from the reading of the report that 

he must have served as much as sixty days. 
Mr. OWENS. More than that. 
Mr. STEELE. Sixty-two days. I believe the committee con

sidered the bill very carefully, and it seems to me the gentleman 
should be satisfied with the recommendation of the committee. 

Mr. OWENS. It is in just this shape, that the man and his 
family are helpless and without any means of support whatever. 
He is confined to his bed and unable to do anything, and his wife 
is in nearly as helpless a condition. The question presents itself 
to the House whether the granting of an mcrease of $3 a month 
amounts to anything as a substantial increase. The beneficiary is 
an old man, not likely to live ve:y long, and has been entirely 
unable to leave his bed for some time. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the first com
mittee amendment. 

The question being taken, on a division (demanded by Mr. 
OwENS) there were-ayes 22, noes 57. 

Accordingly the amendment was rejected. 
The SPEAKER. The question now is on the seqond committee 

amendment, which the Clerk will report. 
Mr. STEELE. Mr. Speaker, before that amendment is acted 

upon I move to strike out "twenty-five" and to insert "twentr.." 
Th~ SPEAKER. The question is on the amendment to strike 

out" twenty-five" and insert "twenty." 
The question being taken, on a division (demanded by Mr. 

_STEELE) there were-ayes 28, noes 52 .. 
Accordingly the amendment was reJected. 
Mr. STEELE. I move to make it $16 a month. 

THE LATE REPRESENTATIVE CHARLES F. ORISP. 
·The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the special order. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved That Saturday, January 16, 1897, beginning at 1 o'clock p.m., be 

11et apart f~r paying a tribute to the memory of tha Hon. OH.A.RLES F. OipSP, 
late a member of the House of Representatives from the State of Georgia. 

Mr. TURNER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I offer the resolutions 
which I send to the Clerk's desk. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. TuRNERl 
offers the following resolutions, which will be reported by the Clerk 
of the House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, That the business of the House be now suspended, that opportu· 

nity may be given for tributes to the memory of Hon. CHARLEs F. CRISP, 
late a Representative from the State of Georgia.. . 

Resolved That as a. mark of respect to the memory of the deceased, and m 
tecognitio~ of his eminent abilities ~ a disting~ished publio ser~ant, the 
House at the conclusion of these memorial proceedings, shall stand adJourned. 

Resolved That the Clerk communicate these resolutions to the Senate. 
Resolved' That the Clerk btl instructed to communicate a copy of these 

resolutionS to the family of the deceased. 

Mr. TURNER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, Mr. CRISP was born 
on the 29th of January, 1845. In the month of May, 1861, while 
he was still but a lad, he enlisted in the army of the Confederate 
States and his service was thenceforth rendered in the State of 
Vir~ia. At the end of the war he studied law, and w:;ts. ad
mitted to the bar in 1866. Soon thereafter he became sohmtor
general of his judicial circuit, was reappointe? to that h?nora!Jle 
station, and then became judge of the superior court,_ m which 
high station be served for five years, and was then nommated for 
Congress. 

Appearing on this floor during the Forty-eighth Congress, he 

was reelected consecutively six times. He became Spe:iker of the 
House of Representatives during two terms, and during the pres
ent Congress, by the nomination of his party associates, he became 
leader of his party. 

During a prior Congress, and while he was Speaker, the gover
nor of Georgia tendered to him an ad interim appointment to the 
Senate of the United States, to fill the vacancy caused by the death 
of the late General Colquitt. That honorable position he declined. 
During the present Congress he became a ca~didate for a regular 
term in the Senate, to begin on the 4th day of March next, and 
in the early part of October last a general assembly was chosen 
in Georgia, which would in a few weeks, with practical unanim
ity, have elected him to the Senate. He died on the 23d day of 
October last, a few weeks after his last great success. 

The remarkable eminence which he attained seems greater when 
contrasted with his humble beginning. His training in the schools 
was limited. While yet a youth he joined the Confederate Army 
and bad not reached his majority when t~e war ceased. From a 
military prison he went forth to the struggle of life, without edu
cation and without resources, amid a people prostrated by a great 
defeat in war and impoverished by its desolating consequences. He 
was the foster child of adversity. In the camp, on the march, and 
in battle he learned lessons more difficult than those taught in the 
schools. There is not in all the varied round of human experi
ence a more pathetic trial than that of a tender youth suddenly 
subjected to the horrors of war. But the lad who can bear strain, 
and endure privation, and face danger and death, may in peace 
climb the dizzy heights to an elevation next to the highest in the 
world! Hisgreatcareer ended in his prime. His bright day closed 
at its noontide. He left this last field of honor without the sting 
of defeat, and amid the cheers of victory. But, sir, between my 
late colleague and myself there was a wide difference of opinion. 
I leave to others the pleasant task of delineating the traits of 
character which endeared him to his friends, and of recounting 
the steps by which he rose to the highest places of power and 
responsibility. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Speaker, a sad duty engages our at
tention to-day. We are here to review the life, services, and char
acter of our distinguished colleague and ex-Speaker of this House, 
Hon. CHARLES F. CRISP, of Georgia. 

To his own delegation will be assigned the saered duty of point
ing out historically the leading actions of his life. I will briefly 
consider Judge CRISP from the standpoint of my personal acqua.int
ance and relationship with him as a member of this body. 

This House presents in a marked degree evidence of the great 
law of change affecting all the relations of life. Judge CRISP com
menced his service as a member of this body in the Forty-eighth 
Congress. When he died, October 23, 1896, there were only twelve 
members in the Fifty-fourth Congress who had served continu
ously with Judge CRISP from the time that he entered Congress, 
and twenty in the same Congress who served with him in the 
Forty-eighth. . · 

He was one of seven elected to the Fifty-fourth Congress who 
were removed.by dAath. . 

These facts suggest the uncertainty of all life's positions and of 
life itself. 

My relations with Judge CRISP have been somewhat singular. 
He was the first member of Congress with whom I held heated 
debate, and I believe I was the last with whom he had debate de
veloping some of the feeling so often incident to our legislative life, 
but leaving no scar. Our relations always, saving our first experi
ence, were of the most friendly character, and our first sharp 
encounter taught us, I believe, to respect each other. 

Though never intimate with Judge CRISP in that sense which 
means comradeship, so necessary to my life, we were always good 
friends, enjoying thoroughly cordial relations and mutual respect. 
I soon learned that his word once given to me was sacredly kept. 

He was a man of high honor, and self-respect was a dominating 
element in his character. .,. 

He was truly a strong, deep, and earnest character. 
He was never a trifler. 
He was kind and gentle in his manner, so much so in ordinary 

relations that one often wondered at the high and intense feeling 
which at times he was capable of swiftly reaching. 

Some are constituted so as to move through life on a dead, cold 
level; others sound all the notes of life, reveling in its sunlight.: 
suffering in its shadows. The greate~t lives know both stor~ a~a 
rest. The Pacific Ocean can woo to 1ts waters, but can dnve m 
terror to its shores. 

These thoughts come from a study of Judge CRISP in .my !our
teen years' relationship with him on this floor. He had ln his na-
ture the sunlight and the shadow, the tempest and the calm. 

Entering the Confederate army as a mere boy of about 16, he 
soon learned how very serious a matter life was. It tempered .the 
good metal until it was capable of great work, and. the boy ·wit~
out a boyhood was soon a powerful and aggressive man. lfia 
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strength and abilityinvited the confidence of the people, who soon 
elevated him, step after step, until, in this body, he reached a po
sition of power second only to that of the Chief Executive. 

When death took him he had not yet attained the fullest stature 
of his mind. 

The great Georgian sleeps-after a hard, active, tireless sum
mer's work and bP.fore the autumn's harvest had come. 

Mr. CATCHINGS. Mr. Speaker, it has long been a custom with 
the House of Representatives, upon the death of one of its mem
bers, to set apart a day upon which addresses may be delivered for 
the purpose of placing upon its records in suitable form evidence 
of the esteem in which he was held. It is exceedingly difficult to 
prepare remarks for such purpose which shall be in all particulars 
~ppropriate. We are prone to indulge in fulsome eulogy, or, in 
the effort to avoid that, to fall short of paying just tribute. On 
this occasion, to me the task is peculiarly trying. The relations 
between Hon. CHARLES F. CRISP and myself were so intimate, my 
affection for him was so great, and my estimate of his character 
and abilities so high, that I shrink from speaking of him as they 
would naturally prompt me to do. The strong qualities which 
enabled him to grasp and retain the unchallenged leadership of his 
'Party in the House of Representatives, and which twice gave him 
1ts Speakership, manifested themselves in his boyhood, and steadily 
grew in potency and brilliancy up to the very hour of his death. 
He entered the Confederate army when a slender lad but 16 years 
of age. Notwithstanding his extreme youth, he was soon elected 
to a lieutenancy of his company. Had he not been made a pris
oner of war in May, 1864, and confined as such until hostilities 
had ended, thel'e can be little doubt that he would have earned 
and aDhieved still higher and more responsible rank. Within five 
years fi:om his admission to the bar he was appointed solicitor
general for one of the judicial circuits of his State, and in 1873 
was reappointed for a term of four years. 

His advancement in his profession was so rapid that in 1877 he 
was appointed judge of the superior court of the same circuit, and 
he was afterwards twice elected to that office. In 1882 he was 
elected a Representative in Congress, and was six times succes
sively reelected. Almost from the day of his entrance into the 
House-of Representatives he was recognized as one of its foremost 
members. In the Forty-ninth Congress, as a member of the Com
mittee on Commerce, in the absence of its distinguished chairman, 
he had in charge the bill to create the Inte~state Commerce Com
mission and define its jurisdiction and powers. That measure 
elicited prolonged, earnest, and serious debate, and the great skill 
and ability displayed by him in defending it and securin~? its 
passage gave him rank among the strongest and most useful Rep
resentatives. He had already, in the Forty-eighth Congress, given 
evidence of that remarkable grasp and perception of parliamentary 
law which was speedily to develop until he became one of its ac
knowledged masters. It will be remembered that the seat of Ron. 
John G. Carlisle, the Speaker of the Fiftieth Congress, was con
tested. This made it improper that the members of the Commit
tee on Elections, which would be charged with the duty of exam
ining into and reporting upon this contest, should be appointed by 
him. It was therefore provided that the committee sho11ld be 
chosen directly by the House of Representatives . . 

Bon. HENRY G. TURNER, of Georgia, then, as now, an honored 
Representative, had been chairman of that committee in the 
Forty-ninth Congress, and in that capacity had rendered most 
useful and distinguished service. He declined to serve longer on 
that committee. Jud~e CRISP'S power in debate, professional 
acquirements, and aptitude for parliamentary management had 
been so notable that, as by one impulse, his Democratic colleagues, 
though against his will, selected him for the chairmanship of the 
committee. His work in connection with it was of such high order 
that when the Fiftieth Congress ended he had greatly advanced 
himself in publio estimation as well as in the regard of his col
leagues. In the Fifty-first Congress, which had passed under 
Republican control, he was the senior member of the Democratic 
minority of the Committee on Elections. Though not holding a 
committee assignment of such character as according to the prece
dents invested him with the highest rank, yet, immediately upon 
Mr. Carlisle's retirement from this body to occupy the seat in the 
Senate to which he had been elected, by sheer force of his remark
able fitness he immediately forged to the front and seized the 
actual, substantial leadership of his party, which was never 
wrested from him until he had closed his eyes in his last and 
eternal sleep. No good purpose can be subserved by recalling the 
fierce and frequent struggles which marked the stormy career of 
that Congress. · 

It is sufficient to say that this gallant and courageous leader was 
ever in the thick of the fight, battling bravely for the right as he 
saw it, and that amidst all theheatandfuryoftheturbulent scenes 
then enacted his mind was ever clear, his aims definite, his pur
pose unfaltering, and his poise of character so magnificent and 
superb as to challenge the respect and admiration of the whole 
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country. When it became known that the Fifty-second Congress 
would have a Democratic majority, he was at once a candidate for 
the Speakership. His candidacy was not of his own making. It 
came about upon the insistence of a large number of his party 
colleagues, who, witnessing his steady growth, the wonderful ver
satility he had displayed in the discharge of every duty tow hich he 
had been assigned, and, above all, the masterful qualities which 
had distinguished his conduct amidst the trying events of the 
Fifty-first Uongre.<Js, desired that he should be elevated to the 
Speakership and charged with the grave resyonsibilities pertain
ing to that exalted office. The contest over the Speak;ership of the 
:E'ifty-second ·Congress was one of the most memorable in the 
annals of the House of Representatives. With no external in
fluences to aid him, victory came to him through the sheer force 
of his strong and attractive personality and the profound admi
ration excited by the eminent services he had rendered his party _ 
under circumstances which displayed to advantage his -great and 
forceful qualities. During this contest bitter attacks were made 
upon him from many sources, but his character was so lofty and 
his qualifications so conspicuous that the shafts of misrepresenta
tion and calumny fell harmless at his feet. He did not regard his 
election as in any sense a personal triumph, and I know that he 
entered upon the duties of the office of Speaker with as pure and 
patriotic emotions as ever animated the human breast. 

The difficulties and responsibilities attendant . upon that office 
are known to few outside of this Chamber, and in all their de
tails they are not fully appreciated by many of us here. The 
Speaker appoints all the committees of the House. This power of 
appointment, conferred upon him by our rules, enables him in a. 
large measure to give color to all important legislation which may 
be proposed by the several committees. The pressure upon him 
by members of the Honse for such assignments as their ambition 
or tastes may lead them to desire is persistent and tremendous. 
While he can not and should not turn an indifferent ear to the 
claims of his friends and supporters, yet he must not forget that 
the responsibility for legislation rests largely upon him, and that 
beyond certain limitations, if he would have the best work done, · 
he can not afford to be influenced by personal considerations or 
the inclinations of friendship. And m any event, even where all 
considerations are equal, his appointments can not be shaped so 
as to satisfy the expectations or desires of all. 

Under the rules of the House, very few of the committees have 
the privilege of calling up for consideration at any time bills re
ported by them. Committees not possessing this privilege, and 
members interested in bills reported by them, are constantly im
portuning the Speaker to allow such measures to be acted upon. 
This imposes upon him the burden of examining these bills, pass
ing judgment upon them, and determining whether or not he will 
intervene to secure their consideration by the House. In the very 
nature of things he feels the necessity in the large majority of 
instances of this sort to refuse his intervention. While the 
Speaker is not so separated from the membership of the House as 
that, as in the case of the speaker of the British Rouse of Commons, 
he must cease to be a partisan when he assumes the duties of his 
office, yet as to all questions not involved in party policy it is 
incumbent upon him to deal fairly and impa:t:tially with all of the 
members of the House. A man so constituted that he can not as 
to such nonpartisan questions be absolutely just and equitable is 
not qualified for the office of Speaker. No man can satisfactorily 
discharge the functions of the Speakership who is not a good judge 
of human nature. He must understand that there are ''many men 
of many minds;" that peculiarities of temperament exist among 
the members of this House as elsewhere; that some of them are 
insistent and persistent, while others are diffident and shrinking-; 
that some are extremely sensitive and easily wounded, while others 
are phlegmatic and not of so fine a mold; that self-assertiveness 
and loquacity are not always, or even usually, accompanied by 
the best ability, and finally, that, generally stated, each member 
is fairly striving to serve his constituency according to the lights 
before him. 

How well Judge CRISP met the requirements of the Speaker's 
office there ru.-e many here and elsewhere who can attest. His 
kindly and patient consideration of all requests made of him was 
notorious. He was always accessible, and neither by word nor 
manner gave offense 1p those whose official duties compelled them 
to approach him. Amidst all the pressure upon him, even after 
his health was broken and the burdens of the office seemed more 
than he could bear, as Clarendon said of the great Hampden, ''He 
preserved his own natural cheerfulness and vivacity, and, above 
all, a flowing courtesy to all men." Indeed, his nature was so 
kindly and his desire to possess the esteem and friendship of his 
colleagues so intense that even when it must have cost him great 
effort he would assume that cordial manner and cheery smile so 
familiar to all of us in this Chamber. In dispensing the privi
leges at his disposal regarding the proceedings of the House he 
was absolutely impartial, and neither friend nor foe ever suspected 
that he had not received from him fair and equitable treatment. . 

' . 
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AB a presiding officer he has had few -equals. His presence in 
the Speaker's chair'was so fine and manly, his voice so full and 
resonant, and his alertness and power in dealing with parliar 
mentary problems so manifest, that it was always a pleasure to 
on-lookers to witness the superb manner in which he presided 
over our deliberations. Misunde1·standings and collisions be
tween members sometimes occur to mar the proceedings here, 
and of these he ha4 his share, as was to be expected in view of 
his strong character and prominent position. But he never 
sought to provoke these troubles, and I have many times heard 
him express the keenest regret that he had been drawn into them. 
He was a very ambitious man, but his ambition was to render 
honorable service to his country~ and not to exalt himself. He 
believed in the teachings, principles, and traditions of the Demo
cratic party, and therefore was an earnest partisan. But his par
tisanship was not of that cheap quality which eternally proclaims 
itself lest it be overlooked, nor was it ever displayed in such man
ner as to be personally offensive to others. While his opinion 
was firm upon all subjee~ that he had investigated, he was more 
than scrupulous in yielding respect to the judgment of those who 
differed from him. He recogmzed the right of all men to think 
for themselves, and imputed no improper motives or lack _of 
ability to those who had reached conclus10.ns and expressed opm
ions different from his own. 

This fairness upon his part was ever displayed in his official 
capacity as Speaker, aB well as in private intercourse. During 
the extra session of 18931 when the House of R6J?resentatives was 
called upon to deal witn the important financial question then 
pTesented for its consideration, although he was an earnest advo
cate of the free coinage of silver, his official conduct was so fair 
and exempt from all personal bias or prejudice that no man, 
whatever his views may have been, could have pointed to any 
wordoract ofhisupon whichtobasecomplaintorcritieism. And 
as in this instance, so it ever was with him in dealing with great 
public questions. I do not hesitate to affirm that throughout his 
Congressional career, from its begim:ting to the end, he displayed 
the highest qualities of leadership, and that he was ever guided 
by aspirations and sentiments altogether ennobling. The distin
guished Speaker of this House, in a telegram of condolence sent 
upon his death to his bereaved widow, truly said that his loss is 
the country's. He had rendered his country great and valuable 
service, and bein~ yet in the prime of life, he had abundant re
sources upon which, if his life had been spared, he would freely 
and proudly have drawn in its interest and behalf. 

HiB services as Speaker of the Fifty-second Congress were so 
notable and satisfactory to his party that he was reelected to th~ 
Speakership of the Fifty-third Congress without opposition, and 
in the Fifty-fourth Congress, which had passed under Republican 
control, he was complimented by the unanimous vote of his party 
associates for that office. During the Fifty-third Congress he was 
tendered by the governor of Georgia the appointme~t as Senator 
to fill the vacancy created by the death of Senator Colquitt. It 
was no small part of hfu ambition to represent his State in that 
august body. Accompanying this_ tender came telegrams from 
distinguished citizens of Georgia who aspired to the vacant seat 
in the Senate, pledging him that if he would accept the appoint
ment he should have no opposition for election before th~ legisla
ture. He did not feel that under the existing crrcnmstanees he 
would be justified in vacating the Speakership, and therefore 
promptly put aside the tempting object of his ambition. In. talk
ing with him. on the subject, I. suggested that the <?pportu~uty to 
attain a seat m the Senate might never come to him agam, anq 
insisted that he was not called upon to perform _such an act of 
self-~bnegation. Other friends tender-ed him similar advice. He 
could not view the situation in that light, and so, placing country 
and party above self, he declined the great honor, and so far as 
outward appearances indicated, without the slightest pain or even 
regret. And yet I knew, as many of his friends did, that he 
desired almost above all things to be a Senator from the State of 
Georgia. No finer act was ever performed by a public man~ and 
it is in itself ample proof of the nobility of his soul and th~ loft~
ness of his character. The people of his. State, remembermg his 
unselfish sacrifice, upon the announcement by Senator GoRDON in 
the spring of last year that he would not seek reelection, promptly 
determined that Judge CRisP should be his successor,andalthongh 
considerable effortwasmade to organize opposition, yet the admi
ration and respect of the people for him was so unbounded that it 
was swept away like chaff before the wind; and at general pri
maries held throughout the State in the summer and fall of 1896 
he was chosen as the Democratic nominee by a substantially 
unanimous vote. But the legislature of Georgia was not per
mitted to ratify this verdict of the people by investing him with 
formal title to a seat in the United States Senate. 

The disorder from which he had long been suffering suddenly 
struck him down on the 23d day of October, 1896, and, as with 
Moses of old, when in sight of the goal of his ambition, his noble 
spirit took ita :flight from all ea.rlhly scenes. The deep and wide-

spread regret which at once, through telegrams, letters, resolu·. 
twns, and otherwise, manifested itself in all sections of the coun ... 
try gave evidence of the pt·ofound impression created throughou1 
the United States by his eminent public services and of the higp 
and affectionate esteem in which he was almost universally held. 
In the State of Georgia, upon which his splendid career had reflected 
such honor, the grief of the people knew no bounds, and was man
ifested by many and impressive public ceremonials. For a time 
his body lay in state in the capitol at Atlanta, whe1·e multitudea 
of both sex~s and of all ages and colors thronged to view it. It 
was then carried to ~ home in Americus upon a special train, 
escorted by the whole body of State officials nnd a delegation of 
judges in behalf of the judiciary of the State. At all the stations 
along the route vast crowds gathered, in many instances accom
panied by military organizations, and often insisting upon having 
the casket opened that they might once more behold the features 
of their honored dead. In Americus, his home, where he was 
1·evered by his neighbors for his great achievements and loved fen: 
his affectionate and generous nature, upon every building, whether 
private or publio, emblems of mourning were profusely displayed. 
Large delegations from every community in his Congressional 
district gathered there to participate in the funeral rites. On tha 
25th day of October, amidst the tears and lamentations of that 
vast assemblage, our honored friend and distinguished colleague 
was tenderly laid away in his last resting place. 

I have not yet spoken of his domestic relations; indeed, I scarce 
know how to speak of them. They may be summed up in the 
statement that he was a devoted husband and a loving father. I 
doubt if in his family circle a. harsh word or rude sentiment eve~ 
escaped his lips. When with his .wife and children his sweetness 
of temper, gentle care, and kindly coruridera.tion were beyond aU 
power of description. 

The character of our distinguished friend easily accounts for 
the true and real leadership acquired and so long retained by him 
in the House of Representatives and elsewhere. I say elsewhere, 
for, as I .have already pointed out, he was under all conditiD~ 
and circumstances a true and real leader. He was wholly exemp~ 
from every species of charlatanry. He had no trick of voice m: 
deportment to distinguish him from others. He never strutted 
or posed, or affected an air of wisdom, or assumed a patronizing 
manner. In social life he never discoursed, but contented 4im":' 
self with conversation, and that was always frank and polite, and 
especially marked by kindly consideration for others. He did_not 
need to be bolstered up by such cheap and tawdry devices. For 
affectations of all sorts indeed he had great conte~pt, often say
ing that thex are the sur~ concomitants of weakness and vulgar4 
ity. His official conduct was ever courreous and dignified, 
Though possessing great faculty for retort in debate and making 
use of it whenever it seemed to be the most effective weapon, yet 
it was of the kind that, thou~h smarting at the time, left no per• 
manent sting behind it. HiB sagacity was such that he rarely 
took a false step in the management of the cause he had in hand~ 
His success is largely attributable to the fact that he lost sight of 
himself entirely while discharging his official duties. I doubt if 
he was ever suspected of performing for the sake of self-aggran· 
dizement. His integrity of purpose so far as I know waB never 
questioned, anq I am sure that it could never have been success
fnlly impea-ched. The traits I have described, coupled with indus
try, unceasing vigilance, exceptional power in debate, and ~ 
mental poise which nothing could disturb, commanded the adm~
ration1 respect, and confidence of his party colleagues and caused 
them mstinctively to turn to him for advice and counsel. They 
knew that he faithfully endeavored to serve his country and 
party; that no desire for personal preferment ever marred his pur· 
pose or directed his conduct; that he was alert and sagacious, 
studious and thoughtful, careful and prudent. Such a man could 
not fail to be a leader, no matter what might be his environments. 
My personal devotion to him was great, and I had abundant causa 
to know that it was fully and cordially reciprocated. It gives me 
infinite pleasure to reflect that the friendship between us was 
never impaired, and that to the very last I was the recipient of 
his love and confidence. With me nb other can take his place. 

Mr. DALZELL. Mr. Speaker, it seems difficult of belief that, 
while we are engaged from day to day in the routine of Congres· 
sional life and strife, one who but lately was in the forefront of 
every battle on this floor is sleeping his last sleep in the soilof his 
Georgian home. It requires our positive knowledge of a melan· 
eholy fact to persuade us that a glance across the aisle will not 
disclose his presence in his accustomed seat. His cheery voice, 
his kindly look, the warm grasp of his hand, I c~ hardly realize 
that they may not be with me on the morrow. But they will not. 
He who was the leader of his party here and a potential factor 
when the first session of this Congress ended, ere its second session 
began, at the call of Providence, joined the great majority who 
have "passed over the river and are resting under the shade of 
tbe trees." 
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The thoughts suggested by an occasion like this, while they ~re 

of the most solemn, interesting, and suggestive character~ are; 
nevertheless, trite and commonplace in their expression. True-, 
they bring us face to face with the unsol-ved and insoluble prob
lem of immortality. But death is the common destiny of aU. 
:Men have been dying since the world began; and with each death 
the same queries have been made, and have failed of answer. 
There is no oracle outside of Revelation to make reply. What 
that country is, or whether any, to which we all are bound no 
man shall know save the emigrant thereto. From him no answer 
comes; and philosophy and speculation are vain. There is no 
retreat save to the faith so aptly defined by the great apostle as 
"the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen." 

In bringing my humble but sincere tribute to the memory of 
CHARLES F. CRISP, I shall not undertake to recite at any length 
the history of his life. Others more familiar with its details will 
do that, and they will do it lovingly. The merest outline of it is 
sufficient to prove him to have been a man of mark. Born to an 
inheritance of struggle, without the advantages of wealth or influ
ence or great name, his native virtues, and these only, were the 
factors in the problem of his successful fortune. His education 
was only that of the comm-on schools-the common schools that 
so many times have been the grand universities productive of the 
highest type of American citizenship. The greatest of modern 
English poets has idealized such character in his conception of-

Some divinely gifted man, 
Wbose life in low estate began. 
And on a simple village green; 

Who breaks his birth's invidious bar, 
And grasps the sk:iTts of happy chance, 
And breasts the blows of circumstance, 

And grapples with it his evil star; 
Who makes by force his merit known, 

An.d lives to clutch the golden keys, 
To mold a mighty state's decrees, 

And shape the whispers of the throne; 
And moving up from high to higher, 

Becomes on Fortune's crowning slope 
The pillar of a people's hope. 

The language of eulogy, Mr. Speaker, is too apt to be the lan
guage of extravagan-ce, and the extravagant eulogist overleaps his 
purpose-. I would avoid that danger, and putting aside so much 
of the poet's language as would be extravagant here, will simply 
say that the boy of nameless birth who by his own inherent strength 
became the Speake-r of the House of Represe-ntatives of the Ameri
can people ha.a a right to be ranked as one who made by force his 
m-erit known, and lived to mold a mighty State's decrees. 

Into the pan-orama of our friend's life there- are woven many 
pictures. From a schoolboy he became a soldier; left home and 
kindred to follow the flag that stood to him for the right. That 
was not our fla.g. From our standpoint, he was mistaken; from 
his, he was a patriot. The time-has long since gone by when dis
pute over- that question may be- had. And when he-was borne, 
mid the lamentations of his people, to his last resting place, he 
oould not have had (and I doubt not he himself would have said 
so-) a more-welcome shroud than the Stars and Stripes-the symbol 
of ali indissoluble Union cemented in blood. 

In civil life, with great distinction, he illustrated the versatility 
of Ame-rican genius and the grand possibilities of American citi
ze-nship. It is characteristic of . the American that he fs a man of 
many sides. A possible ruler as well as one ruled-a factor ill the 
creation and maintenance of enterprises which, und-er our system 
of government, depend upon individual effort instead of govern
mental, his education is that of experience, and is practical and 
varied. The life of our deceased friend proves the truth of this 
obse::rvation. 

He was a lawyer of mark-first, solicitor-general of his circuit; 
then clothed with the spotless ermine of a judge. It is said of him 
that in both of these capacities he measured up to the full s-tature 
of a perfect manhood. Reth·ing from his judgeship-, he became 
the repxesentative of his State on the floor of this House~ Here 
there is no need to sound his praises. They are part and parcel of 
the plain records of the American Congress. 

During his period of service many questions of national impor
tance e-nlisted legislative attention. His attitude with respect 
thereto was the attitude of his party; and he was ever at the fore 
in the assertion and maintenance of that party's principles. All 
honor to him for that! All honor, say I always, to the man of 
strong and honest convictions who has the courage to stand by 
them! 

In the assertion and maintenance of his chosen beliefs he was 
ever a leader. He possessed the elements of leadership. He was 
bold, ag}?Tessive, logical, convincing. He was inspiring; men 
Joyed t o follow him. He was as brave in defeat as in victory. His 
leadership asserted itself; and by the choice of his party during 
two Congresses he presided with dignity in the great office of 
Speaker of this House. · 
· I do not say that he was always right. I do not say that he ~ad 
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no faults. Far from it He was a strong man and gentle; and 
his faults, such as they were, were overborne immensely by his 
virtues; and we have now no memory save for the latter. . 

And so now, with this simple tribute to his memory-so far 
short of its deserving-I leave him to his conspicuous place upon 
the roll of the nation's illustrious dead-among those whom the 
world delights and will continue to honor. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker,. on the first Monday of l)e.. 
cember, 1883.1. as a member of the Forty-eighth Congress, CHARLES 
FREDERICK vRISP took his seat in this House. I did no_t know him 
until the beginning of the Forty-ninth Congress, the first to which 
I was elected. Very early after the organization of the Forty
ninth Congress I was assigned to membership on the Committee 
on Pacific Railroads, of which he was also a membeT. In the 
arrangement of seats at the table of that committee I was placed 
by his side, and in this way. first made his acquaintance. I was 
a new member, and although he had had then but one term, I 
found he was entirely familiar with all questions before the com
mittee and that its able and efficient chairman~ the Hon. J. W. 
Throckmorton, of Texas, and the entire committee trusted implic
itly his opinions and his judgment. 

The acquaintance thus formed between us grew into perfect 
friendship. There was never an incident of any kind or character 
from the date of our first meeting, through all the long years we 
served together in this House, that marred that friendship. It 
remained unbroken to his death. The reflection that throughout 
all his services here I had his esteem~ his respect, and his friend
ship is a source of supreme satisfaction to me. 

As a younger member of the House in service he always gave 
me his encouragement; as a coworker in committee he gave me 
his assistance; and finally when he came to the highest position 
in the gift of this body, I rejoice to know I enjoyed his confidence 
and support. Each time when he sought the Speakership it was 
my pleasure to cast my ·vote for him; and on the- occasivn of his 
last nomination to that elevated st.ation I had the honor (which 
I regarded a high one) by his request to formally present hi.s 
name. On that occasion, among other things, I said~ 

The very pleasant task has been given me of placing in nomination for 
Speaker of the House in the Fift:y-fourth Congress a. gtrn.tleman wh<:lis my 
warm personal and political friend. It goes without saying that this gentle
man has already been na.med for the position in the hearts of all of us here 
assembled, and it only remains for the formal words to be spoken. When 
the Fifty-second Congress- was about to assemble, just four years a.go now 
there appea-red in this Chamber 240 of the chosen Representatives of a hopefui 
a.nd triumphant Democracy. Then it was, after a sharp and brilliant contest, 
the gentleman I am to na.me wa;s. placed in the Speaker's chair. Two years 
later, when about 215 members of our party met here for a similar uurpose, 
with the- experience of a past Congress to guide us, with full knowle-dge of 
his honesty, capacity, and ability, he was by ll.D.animous action and with 
hearty acclama.tiun again chosen our-leader. We came now a small band of 
patriot.<;., so far as. numbers are concerned, to say again he is ou:r choice fo:r 
this responsible office, but we recognize the fact that this time our declara
tion is impotent. 

The roll was called, and he was unanimously chosen as our 
nominee. 

It will not be expected of me on this occasion to enter into an 
account in detail of his long and useful career as a membe1· of this 
House and a citizen of Georgia. This has been done to-day by 
others of this body by whom these things are said more appropri
ately than by myself. Ishallcontent.myselfwith speaking of him 
in a more gene1·al way. 

The effort on my part to fully desen"be the loss the country, and 
more particularly the Democratic party, sustains by his untimely 
death would be a faih:tre. There is- no man in 'public life to-day 
who could not better be spared than CHARLES F. CRISP. His 
place may be taken, but it can not be filled by any other Represent
ative. 

He enjoyed to the fullest capacity the confiqence of his party, 
not only on this floor, but throughout the Union. Those who dif
fered with him here and elsewhere entertained for him marked 
respect. His powers in debate were of the very highest order, as 
all ean testify who ever thus met him. He was always cool and 
clear-headed, and often quite aggressive. His <Y--:mrage was unst:IT
passed, as his supporters and opponents all will bear witnes,s. Hi:s 
honesty was never questioned. His conduct was always above 
reproach. Called to the responsible and exacting duties of Speaker 
of the Honse, he met these responsibilities and duties in such man
ner as to reflect not only honor and credit upon himself and his 
party, but upon the. entire country. In the chair he was always 
amiable, yet always positive. He was gentle, yet stern when duty 
demanded steTnness in the Speaker. He loved to do deeds ofkind
ness as a presiding officer, but never did them when it was im
proper to do them or when they were to be done at the expense of 
his office. He was gifted in the statement of all questions and 
was a talented parliamentarian. He was at all times composed, 
and while others grew excited, his self-possession was never for a, 
moment disturbed. He was firm in his administration of the 
affairs of the House, and at times was quite emphatic, but he was 
always impartial, considerate, and just. · 
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There are times, we all know, in thi& body when amidst the 
excitement incident to debate on exciting political questions, 
when party feeling is running high and bitterness of expression is 
freely indulged, to preserve order and fair decorum the occupant of 
that chair is called upon to exercise and must, in his discretion, 
exercise great powers. Yet during all hisexperiencethroughmany 
trying and exciting scenes he never exercised those powers rudely 
or too arbitrarily. He never on such occasions abused the pre
rogatives and powers of the Speaker or brought his hlgh office into 
contempt. 

I would not be understood as saying or insinuating that he was 
not a partisan, or, more strictly speaking, a party man. He was a 
strong believer in the principles and tenets of his party, and this 
with a man of his pronounced convictions and courage necessarily 
made him more or less a partisan; but his partisanship was never 
exerted at the expense of his patriotism. Though a partisan he 
was not a fanatic. 

His experience as a lawyer and judge made him conservative 
and fair-minded. He never for one moment permitted his parti
sanship to provoke in him bitterness of feeling or expression or 
to render him uncharitable toward his political opponents or those 
with whom he differed. He never impugned motives when en
gaged in controversies nor assailed character in partisan warfare. 

His public record covers a period when courage, high ability, 
and absolute integrity were required to meet grave and important 
exigencies. It is a proud satisfaction to know that his connection 
with the history and his appearance in all these exigencies and 
emergencies were wholly honorable to himself and conspicuously 
serviceable to his State and country. . 

In unofficial life he was given best opportunity to display those 
sple.ndid_traits of charac~r which in him were so ~ronounced a11:d 
distingmshed. I have said he was honorable and JUSt as a pubhc 
man and presiding officer; so he was sincere and true as a private 
citize-n. His was a changeless sincerity. He was never in dis
gui~e. He was the soul ?f ho11:or. He had a contempt for every
thing low, mea~, ?r SOI'~ld. Highly en~owed as ~e_:wa~ l?Y nature 
and his own tra.mrng, with so many estrmable traits, his mfluence 
over men was almost without limit. 

He had no compromise to make with that which was wrong, 
and held with much tenacity to that which he believed to be right. 

He was warm-hearted, genial, and social in his nature. He 
enjoyed the companionship of friends, and made it both pleasant 
and agreeable for them to be with him. High toned, manly, ~nd 
dignified in manner and conduct, he treated everyone, both high 
and low, in fashion becoming a gentleman, and expected like 
treatment in return. . 

He was in every respect a most lovable man. 
. All who came in close acquaintance or contact with him became 

his friends and admirers. He was a genuine type of the best ele
ment of the South. He was called before his work was finished. 
He did not die of old age or lingering delay. 

His eye ~as not dim, nor his natural force abated. 
He was an active worker until his life closed. The full meas-

11re of his capabilities had not been reached, and his career was 
incomplete. He was full of ambition, but was never sordid and 
venal. His ambitions were all noble. 

One of his highest ambitions, as I have heard him say, was to 
represent Georgia in the United States Senate. Yet he was so 
self-sacrificing to his conception of the true sense of duty that 
when the coveted seat was graciously tendered him by the gov
ernor of his State, he declined it, saying his first duty was not to 
himself, but to the House of Representatives, which had honored 
and trusted him. 

He held tlie high office of judge before being elected to Congress, 
and also filled other positions of responsibility and dignity in his 
State. In the late war between the States he was a courageous 
soldier. - From his early manhood until death ended his bright and 
enviable career his pathway had been strewn all along with 
honors, his hands filled with trusts confided to him by his fellow
citizens, his brain continuously occupied in anxious and arduous 
thought, his body often taxed to the utmost of physical endur
ance but his course had been steadily and unfalteringly upward. 

when the end came there was no stain upon his name and fame. 
He died in the maturity of his strength and in the fullness of his 
powers. The position he attained in his country's pantheon is an 
elevated one. His name will survive long in the history of his 
State and the country. · · 

A familiar writer has said, "There is no antidote against the 
opium of time," ·and that '' GI;avestones scarce tell the truth forty 
years." It is vain for any man to hope for immortality, or for 
~patent from oblivion, for there is nothing really iJ:!lmortal but 
immortality. . 

It is a fact that only twenty-seven names of the multitude who 
lived make up the world't; history before the Flood. The greater 
part of humanity by far must be content to be as though they had 
bot been, and be found in the register of God and not in the record 
of man. · 

I will not disparage the names of those who have gone before 
him in the high office of Speaker of this House. Many of them 
have been men of great renown and adorned that exalted sta• 
tion, but none of them surpassed him in zeal and devotion to duty, 
none surpassed him in patliotism, honesty, and courage, and none 
exceeded him in energy and integrity. The best that can be said 
of any of them can be truthfully said of him. ' 

His splendid and successful career was cut off when he was in 
his highest usefulness, and all must realize the irreparable loss 
his State and the Republic sustained when his incompleted life 
was terminated. 

The story of his life illustrates what energy, honesty, integrity, 
and devotion to duty will achieve. That story will illumine the 
brightest page not only in Georgia's history, but that of our whole 
country; and his name, which passes as an invaluable heritage to 
his grief-stricken widow and children, will be preserved and per· 
petuated in spotless purity through a long hereafter. 

[Mr. BARTLETT of Georgia addressed the House. See Appen-
dix.] , 

Mr. Mc~ILLIN. Mr. Speaker, it is sad ·to have those at any 
time of life go from us who are capable of serving their country. 
But to have the gifted and patriotic taken in the prime of life, 
when ability is at the zenith, when the enthusiasm of youth is 
happily blended with the discretion of age, is the greatest loss the 
State can sustain in the death of the citizen. 

Such was the case in the death of Judge CHARLES F. CRISP. 
He had by hard work and superior intellectuality fought the bat· 
tles of early life and won. He had attained an eminence in his 
State and country of which any man might be justly proud. He 
had the respect and confidence of his party and people in a very 
high degree. His State stood ready to bestow upon him still 
greater honors. His country was ready to applaud and ratify any· 
thing his State did in his honor. A future full of brightness and 
distinction lay before him when the relentless reaper came and 
claimed the hai·vest. . 

Judge CRISP was one of the young men of the South who came 
on the stage just in time to see his country rent asunder and dis· 
tracted by a fierce fratricidal strife. Brave and enthusi.astic, he 
united his fortunes with those of his State and section and risked 
his life in behalf of what he thought was right. The close of the 
war found· him still a youth in a land devastated by the ravageH 
of war, with its agriculture prostrate, its educational institutions 
closed, many of its young men buried on the battlefield, and sor· 
row and waste hanging like a pall over the whole land. Such had 
been the ruin around him that of the 11,000,000 peopl.e in the 
South the combined wealth of 7,000,000 would probably not have 
aggregated half a million dollars. Ruin stalked abroad where 
prosperity had only a few years before smiled on the whole land. 

There was everything to discourage, there was everything to 
dismay. Such were the scenes which surrounded this young man 
.on his return from the greatest war of modern times, and the 
greatest civil war of history. L~e many other noble and strong 
young men of that day and land, Judge CRISP saw these dis
couraging surroundings without dismay. Instead of giving up 
because his educational advantages had been restricted by these 
patriotic duties, he cast about him for the best means of restoring 
his country to its former prosperity apd its prestige. He did not 
give up the struggle of life because the struggle at arms had been 
unsuccessful. He had confidence in the strength of his people, 
the resources of his land, and the power and permanency of free 
institutions. Others who have preceded me have given so minute 
an account of his action at that period, the exertion he made, the 
success he attained, the trust reposed in him by an appreciating 
people, that it would be out of place for me to reiterate these, but 
it may be truly said that be was one of the hard-working and 
potent agencies in reviving the drooping sph·its of the people 
around him, and in building up the waste places of his loved 
land. Notwithstanding he died so young, he lived to see the 
agriculture of his country rise again to its feet. He lived to see 
the sails of commerce whiten the ocean and Gulf around him. 
He lived to see his own State one of the leaders in the manufacture 
of the cotton it produced. He lived to see the iron smelted in the 
valleys through which he had recently fought force its way by 
its superiolity or cheapness to the markets, not only of this 
country, but many of the markets of the Old World. He lived to 
see educational institutions spring up anew where they had been 
paralyzed or destroyed by war. He lived to help return the ballot 
to his comrades in arms from whom it had been taken, and he 
lived to be a potent agent in resisting Federal interference with 
State elections, and in taking from the statute books the laws 
which tended to give undue influence to Federal power in the 
elections of the people. . · 

Although Judge CRISP died so young, if we judge his life by its 
activities, its accomplishments, its successes, we may truly say he 
had a long and eventful public career. I knew him well, having 
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served with him during his whole term in Congress, and being con
nected with him in committee service at the time of his death. 
He had a quick perception, a strong understanding, and a genial 
disposition. Having lived in the same hotel with him for a con
siderable period, I knew his domestic life as well as his public. The 
same gentleness in demeanor which chat·acterized him when asso
ciating with his fellow-men he carried to the family circle intensi
fied. At the hearthstone, in the midst of his family, he was all 

· that could be expected of the husband and father. As a member 
of this House he was watchful and painstaking. As its Speaker, 
when presiding over the House, he was courteous, ready, and firm. 

Mr. Speaker, in the death of Judge CRISP his State has lost an 
able and patriotic public servant, and our institutions a zealous 
advocate and a strong defender. To his family every member who 
served with him and knew him will join in most heartfelt expres
sions of sympathy. 

Mr. Speaker, the State of Kentucky, soon after the close of the 
Mexican war, erected in the cemetery at her capital a beautiful 
monument to her sons who fell in that war. The gifted Theodore 
O'Hara recited at its dedication a poem he composed for the pur
pose. He was afterwards a comrade in arms of Judge CRISP, and 
I know not how better I can express the feelings of his associates 
here from whom he has been taken than by quoting the words of 
his comrade spoken at that monument: 

Nor wreck, nor change, nor winter's blight, 
Nor time's remorseless doom, 

Shall dim one ray of holy light 
'£hat gilds your glorious tomb. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, Tarquin, tyrant of Rome, once 
signified a desire to cut off the heads of his tallest nobles. If nobil
ity of nature had been the standard, and CHARLES FREDERICK 
CRISP had lived under his dominion, he would certainly have been 
in danger. Nature had fashioned him with the greatest care. In 
the class for which she had designed him she had left a space very 
near the head of the list wherein he was to write his name. To 
fit him for it, however, his training was to be severe and varied. 
Man, soldier, jurist, he acted his part well; but it was as orator 
and statesman that he was to round up his career. The vicissi
tudes that intervened taught him endm·ance, faith, hope, and con
stancy; so that when he arrived at his destined service he was 
fitted for the tremendous encounters he was to endure. 
. He entered the lists with extreme modesty. His voice was low 
8Jld soft, his demeanor graceful, his manner unobtrusive. He 
knelt at the shrine of the people, and rose knighted, the defender of 
their rights-a new champion in the lists. Among the throng 
he was hardly noticed, but he placed himself in front of his 
charge. When the poache:t;s of power threatened his preserves, 
he started up-

Not like a stag that spies the snare, 
But lion of the hunt aware. 

In the grapples that ensued he first leveled the approaches, that 
the contest might be fair. Then he stormed the citadel his adver-

. sary had set up. With herculean power and unyielding constancy 
he made every crevice feel his incisive assaults, and every salient 
the unabated force of his well-trained battery. When demolition 
ensued and all was over, he made the ruin effulgent with instruct-
ive lessons. · 

I might here close this sketch, satisfied that I had given an out
line of the characteristics of this noble man; but he was my friend, 
at times my leader, always my instructor, and I feel it a duty on 
this occasion to fill it up with such observations on his career as 
my knowledge affords. 

I shall speak of him with something of the suppressed emotion 
with which Antony struggled over the dead body of Cresar, though 
in their lives there was little analogous, and in their death noth
ing whatever. Neither have I any motive, as the Roman had, for 
playing the cunning orator. To those who were here with him I 
need not say that his conduct was most · noble under all circum
stances; to those who were not here I will say they have missed 
an exemplar whom they could have studied with advantage. 
Questions of tremendous import, of vast national importance, 
shook this Hall during his membership. Call to mind the great 
struggle over the force bill; the lesser one over the McKinley bill. 
The first he opposed because he believed it a blow at the attributes 
of citizenship, sapping the foundations of our polity; the second 
because he deemed it the vicious outgrowth of a false political 
economy. All that party zeal, great research, and eminent ability 
could command clashed in these combats. At times the House 
swayed and tossed like a fm·est heaving to a tempest. When the 

-storm had swept by and decorum had returned, such is the tenacity 
of party ties that alignments were found to be hardly affected. 

How often, amid the wildest commotion, have I seen CRISP rise 
calm, dignified, and graceful, confident in the justice of his cause, 
spurred on by duty, and by his almost faultless diction, his ear
nest manner, and his all-sweeping logic soothe the struggling 
elements. Members might not agree witb him, but they would 
listen. There was no malignity in him, nor even asperity. From 

his well-filled quiver he drew no poisoned arrow, for he knew thtJ.t 
passion and judgment could have little fellowship, and he was 
earnest to convince. 

His oratory was. not overvehement. It flowed with regimental 
precision, close-ranked, animated, and confident. His bearing was 
always superb. I never knew him halt for a word, or at fault for 
an illustration. When the situation warranted, he would light 
up the House with the liveliest display of humor. In attributes, 
in political tenets, and in his manner of illustration, he might not 
inaptly be called the John Bright of the American Commons. 

His bouts with our distinguished Speaker, eminent for his tal
ents and his audacity, were of thrilling interest. 

Flashes of lightning and mutterings of thtmder betokened the 
storm. It was like those intense situations we have so often seen 
upon the stage, where the future is threatening and the outcom~ . 
dubious. It was not in the nature of either to give an inch of 
ground. When they had thus met in full career, and the strength 
and mettle of each had fully proved themselves on the other, they 
generally unlocked, if I may so express it, with something like de-
fiant.courtesy. Each had triumphed over the other for the Speaker
ship; each could generously and truthfully say of the other: "Great 
let us call him, for he conquered me." 

Many of us remember CRISP's contest for the Speakership. It 
was his ambition to preside over the ·House, of which he was so 

·devoted a member. His party dominated by an immense majority 
and were privileged to caucus for the prize. The contest was 

-intense enough to unsettle nerves not proof against disturbance. 
From first to last he was threatened with defeat. Yet no ripple 

·was observable in his even and well-sustained deportment. When 
proclaimed victor he received the honor with thanks, emphasizing 
that he was conscious of the responsibility it imposed and mod
estly showing he was confident he could meet its claims. His 
address on taking the gavel was a model of brevity and almost 
touching in simplicity. Here it is: 

GENTLEMEN OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: For the great honor 
you have conferred nJ.>on me I return you hea.rtfelt thanks. 

I shall endeavor to discharge the duties of the office of Speaker with cour
tesy, with firmness, and with absolute impartiality. Let us unite in the hope . 
that our la.bors here may result in the advancement of the prosperity, the 
honor, and the glory of our beloved country. · . -

The words "our beloved country" flowed into the speech with 
as sweet a cadence as ever sprang from humanheartandfellfrom 
human lips. By unanimous vote the House afterwards signified 
that he had fulfilled his highest promise. 

It was during his Speakership that his constancy was severely 
tried. His highest ambition was to be a Senator of the United 
States; but he desired to win the honor by services faithfully ren
dered to his Stat~ and people. A vacancy in the Senatorship oo
curred. The governor of Georgia tendered it to him; He had 
but to accept it and walk into the other House. He put it in
stantly aside to serve out the term for which he had been chosen. 
Duty chained him to the House, and that was a chain at which 
he never strained. In such estimation was he held by_ the people 
of his State that on the first occasion that offered itself they over
whelmingly designated him for the high position he had declined. 

Such, Mr. Speaker, was your predecessor as I saw him and 
knew him in this House for many years. But there was a softer 
and far more tender shade to his character. It was his love for 
his home and family. I saw him and knew him in his typical 
Geore,ia home. I have conversed with him for hours while the 
mocking birds flooded the air with music and the sweet perfume 
of the cape jessamine was wafted to the porch. I have marked 
his devotion to an invalid wife, his tender affection for his chil
dren, and his generous care of old and tried servants emancipated 
in the war. I have sat at his table. Morning, ri.oon, and night 
have I · seen him bow his head and heard him ask God's blessing 
upon the food spread before him and his. It was a family united 
in love and affection-one in which the good old Southern term of 
endearment, ''honey," was not forgotten. The children honored 
the father and the mother, and the parents honored the children. 
When the funeral procession passed the house, the words" HiE;J 
old home" were affixed in flowers above the gate. They had 
been placed there by his neighbors. It was thus he passed to a 
new home in the hereafter. 

But his brilliant attributes will remain a resplendent memory, 
and when bereft of all human vanity, as I hope we may be, many 
of us, I am sure, as years go by, will declare with wholesome 
pride, ''I was a member when CRISP was Speaker." 

Mr. HERMANN. Mr. Speaker, it is related of a great historlo 
character whose portrait was being painted that when the artist 
suggested he would eliminate from the picture a mole upon the 
face, the great man answered, "No; paint me as I am." Could 
the wish of our departed friend be known it would be that his life, 
like the face in the portrait, should be represented just as it was. 
And well he could afford this wish. Sir, for nearly twelve years 
it was my privilege to bEf associated with Judge CRISP as a mem
ber of this Congress, and though differing with him on political 
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lines, I esteem it a. hi~ privilege to unite with other a.,sociates in 
expressing this my tribute of respect, of love, and admi~ation for 
the life and character of this distinguished statesman. I speak of 
him as I always found him. · _ 

It seems but yesterday that we beheld in yonder chair the genial 
face and well-remembered form of him whose eulogy we now 
speak. Wliether as the presiding officer of this House or as the 
unassuming and alwars courteous member on the floor, his pres
ence was such as to mvite the most kindly attention from -his 
associates as well as from the on-lookers in. the gallery. Though 
one of the most devoted to any task undertaken by him, yet in the 
performance of that duty there was always shown a ready willing
n~ss to suffer interruptio_n and wiph. patience ~o answer either 
fnen<ior opponent, and w1th equamnnty to continue. A remark
able trait possessed by ex-Speaker CRISP was in his complete 
self-government. In all the debates in which he participated
and it was his lot while a member to participate in some of the 
most exciting_controversies known to our annals-he maintained 
a. manly self-possession. a placid, undisturbed, an.d unrufi:led. tem
per, and a hold on.his subject which eminently fitted him to occupy 
the trying position of leader of his party. It must h{J.ve been a 
pleasure and a pride among his partisans to follow such a leader. 
There wa-s an absence of egotism, of arrogance, of captiousness, 
of hauteur in his character. To the youn~ members, more than. 
all, will his memory in this respect be chenshed. 

The leader of a party in this House can, if his self-will so ordains, 
discourage and p6rmanently impair the. future of many a young 
member, while he can also encourage, aid, and incite him to the 
best efforts. Nothing so delighted J'udge CRISP as to rescue, by 
kindly suggestion or active aid, the embarrassed young member 
floundeTing in some trying debate or entangled in the parlia
mentary procedure of the House. Never was there a member of 
this body more approachable, more seemingly unconscious of high_ 
honors, and yet more dignified and more in place than he. The 
best test of his splendid character., however, was that which he 
soon developed in. the Speaker's chair. In this exalted place the 
occupant too often abandons his previous cordial mannerism and 

· •• at once assumes an air of austerity and lofty elevation above his 
fellows not justified by the dignity and authority of any office in 
this our republican form of government. With Speaker CRISP 
there was stilL retained the genial, lovable- qualities which ever 
distinguishe.<l him before. He had grown no greater: ~is ~so
ciates had grown no less. And yet he was the able, dignified, re
spected Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

To the innumerable demands upon him for recognition he waa 
courteous and. patient-willing to hear the merits of the mea-sure 
submitted, and then either granting, considering, or regretfully 
declining. Whatever was. the answer, the member was made to 
feel that consideration was accorded him. His appeal had been 
kindly, r.espectfully heard. He could not complain. So sensitive 
was he to the feelings. of his fellows, that never did he refuse a 
request that-lie did not suffer more: pain than did the one denied~ 
He never losthis control when Speaker. We all recall hissuperb 
bearing, when presiding over the ffouse when often wroughtr up 
to intense excitement over some political debate. It would seem 
as if the angry passions, the personal taunts, the criminations ~nd 
r.ecriminationaon the floor, even to the extent of harsh reflection, 
fiery invective, and individual · criticism hurled at the Speaker 
himself, woul<iso unnerve and disturb him as to prompt retalia
tion upon. his tormentors. Speaker CRISP rose grandly above this 
temptation. With a cool head_ and a firm gavel he ruled the 
storri:Lan.dmastered it. When orderwas.restored and the mem
bership was a~ain tranquil, and the hot heads were cooling, not 
the slightest mdication could be discerned in the face of the 
Speaker. of. the sie!se he had just passed through. He ~xem_plified 
in. the most practical manner and. under the most trYing crrcum
stances the scriptural injunction: '' Let every man be swift to 
hear, slow to spe~ slow to. wrath." · 

And w.hen at last in the revolution. of parties another succeeded 
liim in tha chair, again he retm.ned to the membership on the 
floor arui resumed his duties as a Representativei he was still the 
same generous-hearted, considerate, self-sacrificmg friend, asso
ciat e, and member as he ever was. 

With all the angry contentions which history will note as a 
part of his administration of this House, and which are still in 
vivid recollection, it is a ref reshing boast, and confers imperish
able luster upon. his good name, that he exercised his powers as a 
Speaker in a fair and impar tial manner as between the great par
t ies on the floor, and that no stamp or stain suggestive of disrepute 
rests upon any public or private act during his long service as the 
trusted and distinguished representative of the people of his State. 

Like the spire on some lofty cathedral seen at close view, when 
neither its true hejght nor its majestic proportions can be aecu
rately measured, so is ex-Speaker CRISP, in according to him his 
just place in history in so brief a period after his death. His 
splendid life work will shine forth in even greater luster as time 
g_oes on, for. then the mists which more o:dess obscure every active, 

a~itiou~ genius, surrounded by enmities and personal antago~ 
n tSms, will have faded away and exposed to view the intrinsic 
worth and the perfect symmetry, the strength and beauty of thla, 
well-balanced life. 
• The light of our friend was ext4J_guished while 1t was yet day
yea, at high noon. He was still in the midst of his usefulness, 
and no pnmonition pointed out the untimely end. The summons 
came, ahd the work was done. It is difficult to realize that this ~ 
true. Do we comprehend the uncertainty of life? Is it so frail? 
We hear the answer in the expiring b;reath and see it in the open 
grave. It leaves an. admonition to us all: "Do thy work to-dayi 
for thee there may be no to-morrow." May we not hope that if 
not here there may be that to-morrow in the celestial realms 
"in that temple not made with hands, eternal in the heavens?" ' 

:Mr. Speaker, with these poor words in testimony of my high., 
este~m for our departed associate, and in grateful remembrance. 
of his ~oble, generous natu.re, I tenderly lay my sprig of acacia 
upon his honored grave. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr.Speaker,ImadetheacquaintanceofJudge 
CRISP soon after he entered the Fnrty-eighth Congress as a Rep~ 
!es~ntative. trom Geor&ia. Th.at acq";laintance ripened into an 
mtimate fr1endship, which continued till death removed him from 
the House of Representatives during the interval between the 
close of the first and the opening of the second session of the 
present Congress. 
. Notwithsta~din~ourdivergent political- vie~s often brought~ 
mto antagomsm m debate, yet on all occas1ons he bore himself 
with such courtesy and kindliness of spirit, as well as ability and 
elevation of tone, that my respect for him personally and my ad
miration of his ability were mcreased. During my long service 
with Judge-CRISP, in which we were frequently on opposite sides· 
of important and exciting political questions, nothing ever oc· 
curred to mar in the slightest degree QUr warm friendship and 
mutualregard. • 

For some time after entering Congress Judge CRISP modestly· 
ref1;ained from active participation in the business and debates of 
t~e ffous.e, real~ing as he did the importance of familiarizing 
hrmse.Jf first Wlth the rules and methods of the House, so dis
similar in many respects from the practice of all of our State
legislative b<:>dies. Unlike many other parliamentary bodies, the 
House, partly from the necessity which exists in an assembly of 
so large a membership and partly because of its rapidly changing 
elements, pays little regard to courtesy in the conduct of its busi
ness, and grants very little to any member beyond what he is 
entitled to under its rules and practice. 

I well remember the first time that Judge CRISP forged to the 
front ann demonstrated not only his ability as a legislator, but 
also his skill as a parliamentarian. It was on the occasion of the 
consideration and passage of the interstate-commerce bill, when 
the enforced absence of Judge Reagan, the chairman of the com· 
mittee having that subject in charge., threw upon Mr. CRISP the. 
responsibility of defending and guidjng that important measure 
throu~ the Rouse, in the face of a well-organized and determined 
oppos1tion. This- duty he perf6rmed with an ability, skill, and 
success which at once_ placed him among the leadin~ members of 
the House-a rank which he subsequently maintamed without 
difficulty. 

When the Democratic party-came into control or the House at 
the opening of the Fifty-second Congress it was natural that 
Judge CRISP's name should have been prominently mentioned for 
the Speakership, especially in view of the fact that while tem
porarily occupyin~ the chair he had shown himself to be an ex.:. 
pert parliamentarian and a successful presiding officer. But his 
nomination over-older associates of larger experience and greater 
prestige was a recognition of his fitness for the high office of 
Speaker, which was shown to be well deserved. The ability and 
fairness with which he discharged the duties of this important 
and difficult position entitles Mr. CRISP to a high pla-ce among 
those great statesmen who have graced this high office, second 
only to the Presidency itself. 

Judge CRISP'S mind was eminently logical and judicial. The 
possession of such a mind is absolutely essential to real success 
and use!ulness in public service. In high public position men 
ruled by sentiment, who possess little logical power, little capacity 
to accuTately weigh all sides of important questions, and especially 
to distinguish effects from causes, are always dangerous leaders, 
however sincere. Indeed, their power for mischief is only aug
mented by the earnestness which is sometimes bo1n of i~ability to 
judicially weigh consequences. Mr. CRISP's mind was so logical 
and judicial that he could see all around a question, and avoid the 
errors and dangers of surface thinking~ 

Judge CRISP'S position in the House was reached as much 
through his industry as through his ability. Indeed, no one 
achieves eminence either in public or private life except by per· 
sistent and well-directed work. There is no royal road to real and 
J?ermanent success here or elsewhere. One ~ho has carefully and 
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thoroughlypi-epared himself to meet-responsibilities is sooner or 
later needed. On.. the other hand, one who excuses himself from 
the labor required to make himself a master of his chosen line of 
study will never be able to keep to the front. . . . 

Judge CRISP's rapid rise from an h~ble co::r:d1tron to so high a 
position in the nation affor~s _another illustrati~n. of the fact that 
in this land of the free mer1t IS accorded recogn1tion regardless of 
station or wealth. In spite of the effort· of_ narrow minds to create 
the impression. that there are classes~ this country ~h~ seC?ure 
privileges denied to the m asses, the fact ~s that _no. cia~ distinctiOns 
exist among our people, and that there IS no distm~on, no honor, 
no privilege which is not equally open. to every citizcen, however 
humble. 

It is here in. this Chamber, where Representatiws from each: of 
the forty-five States of the Union meet to consult with referenc.e 
to the interests of this great Republic, that we feel as nowheTS .else 
the strength of the tie which binds together our ~eventy millions 
of people. Differ in opinion as we may~ there nse_s abo~e those 
differences the mutual regard engendered by the fr-umdships here 
formed and the feeling that we are fellow-citizens of a common 
country whose interest we desire. to promote, and the heirs of. a 
common heritage whose priceless blessings we desire to defend. 

When, therefore, one of our number is removed by death, espe
cially one who has been so long with us as has Judge CB.J:SE, we 
feel the separation not only as a national loss, but as a personal 
bereavement. 

What we call death-the dissolution of the mysterious uni:on of 
soul and body which characterizes life as discerned by ?ill' i?II>er:
fect natural vision-is always an unwelcome, although Inevitable, 
visitor. But when it comes to one who, like Mr. CRISP, was still 
young and in the height of his ll'defulnes~, the shock is intensified 
and the grief deepened. Happy is he who, when.~led to close 
his eyes on the scenes of earth and enter upon the life beyond, can 
meet this· summons with a serene faith in Him who is over all and 
above all, as we doubt not was the case with our departed asso
ciate and friend. 

Mr. DE ARMOND. Mr. Speaker; this hour is- appropriately 
devoted to services in memory of a distinguished member of this 
body, lately with us, now gone to 

T.he undlscovered countr-y, from whose bourn. 
No. traveler retul!ns. 

His life has been gracefully sketched. by others farm ore familiar 
.with it than I am, though I knew him quite well fi:om service 
with him in tha· Hou.se of Representati:ves. I knew him some
what also in the relations of friendship, outside-of ·the Honse. Of 
him it has been well said, because it has been truthfully said, that 
on the domestic. side, as hu-sband, father; friend, citizen, his life 
was not only: without reproach, but admirable. 

The career of CHARLES FREDERICK CRISP as a; public man has 
been ably and fittingly outlined tO>-day before this audience and 
before the country .. He himself painted. tire-picture, and the lines 
have been but po4lted out by those who have just engaged the· 
attention of the House. A. poor boy, he entered the Southern 
army from his Georgia home~ and performed well the dntie~ o:f a 
soldier ''in times- that tried men•s souls." Emerging from the 
prison where he had been. east by the fortunes of war1 ·with but 
little preparation except that which had been made in the rude 
school of the camp, he began the study of his- chosen profession. 
How he rose- in that profession, from the· stripling attorney at 
the bar- to be solicitor-general, and soon becarnfl the ch±e:f presid
ing officer of the court; how by the- suffrages of those who knew· 
him well he was sent to this House, and how hislegislative career; 
beg:un here. and e-nded here, is honorable and illustrious-all this is 
known. t<r his a-ssociates and to the country too well to need recital 
from me. 

Iti may be wortli. while to inquire' in what lay principa;Uy the 
elements of the eminent Georgian's. success. What was- there· 
about him that elevated him above his fell-ows in a body always 
distinguished for having within it many men of great and com
manding abili~? How did he attain and how did he retain lead
ership unquestioneti within and over a party difficult to lead and 
ever ready to tlirow aside- leaders and to choose new ones. in their 
stead?- That he was a man of ability atl know. But hB' led able 
men, who willingly followed him. That he was a man of courage 
goes without saying. But he had cheerful followers fu men inde
pendent as well as courageous, because they felt that he would 
lead them aright. I believe that the· one quality which con
tributed mightily in giving him this ascendency in the .HOnB&'
eoncedlng to him great intellectual endowments-lay in his 
amiable and lovable disposit ion. He won power through his 
kindliness and retained it through kindness, supplemen1;e(l, of 
course, by tact, ability, and firmneBs. 

His leadership was not self-imposed. To it he was called volun
tarily by his party associates, because they believed he would lead 
in the course.. which it wasright for them to take-becams&itwas 
not irksome-to follow him-because· his leadership-was so pieas-
ant that it seemed but superior fellowship. 

Some men achieve greatness and command success in rulfug 
over other men by virtue of intellectual endowment alone or 
by vast will power. While Judge CRISP· possessed the ,e great 
gifts of nature~ he also possessed that sweet and kindly disposi
tion which attracted. people to him, which made- people love to be 
associated with him, and which preserved his sway over the minor
ity, as it is now-;-over the majority as it was for a time-as per
haps the sway of no other man. of his party will be established or 
maintained in this House in many a day to come. He has gone; 
gone to retul'D. to these Hall& no more. I can not add to his fame, 
nor couldldetractfrom it. Hislifeworkisknown; itisapproved 
by those who knew it best. His career was indeed a remarkable 
one; and if he had not died in his prime, there i:s no guessing how 
many new triumphs of statesmanship might be pla-ced to his 
credit. 

What a proud thing it is, Mr. Speaker, for a man starting poor 
and working his way without extraneous aid to rise by the power 
of his own personality, by his intellect and lovable qualities, to 
the high position which CRISP reached, and which you, too, twice 
gained; an official position second only to one other in the world; 
a place which well filled-filled by intellect, courage, courtesy, 
kindness, impartiality-is often in a lifetime even higher than any 
official station not occupied by a man possessing the same esti
mable qualities of the head and of the heart. Then, true indeed 
it is that CRISP's was a life upon whose bright, clean, glorious story 
we may dwell with profit to ourselves and to those who are to 
come after us. 

Leadership is not necessarily sought or coveted. !tis generally 
born in the man. Sometimes it is acquired by a man's own zeal, . 
and sometimes it is thrust upon a man. However, men of su
perior ability naturally aspire to leadership; not a few attain it 
without real merit. But those who, beeause of qualities inherent 
in themselves·, retain leadership over followers possessed of the 
power to depose them-these few· are m-en born to lead, as others 
are born to follow. 

Perhaps the prondest tribute to the memory of the departed 
statesman whose death we mourn is that he retained his ascena
ency over men not: so much by virtue of special effort as through 
the warm feeling, akin to affectiont which his sunny disposition 
and native kindliness awakened in his associates, so that they 
felt themselves honored in honoring him. 

The loss to Speaker CRISP's party and to his country is almost 
irreparable. While we of the minority have many able and strong 
men among us, yet attention does not turn to any one in particular 
as being peculiarly fitted, as he was, for the post of leader. At 
least, no one stands out, to the exclusion of the others, like CRISP 
did, as the proper leader here of the forces of the Democracy. 

I esteem it a privilege~ Mr. Speaker, that, as a . member of this 
body. I have beheld two great parliamentary leaders~ one u-pon 
either side of the Chamber, each superb in his own way, marshal 
their respective forces, now for attack,. now for defense. I do 
not expect again in life, though my years be prolonged to great 
length, to find their equals- in ability to lead and govern their 
fellow-partisans in parliamentary warfare. But could either 
have led so successfully the forces which followed the other? 

Often we- think and say that those who dle in their prime are -
taken prematurely-. Of course, to family and friends, to love and 
hope and pride, the shock comes most rudely-when the blast of 
death has blown where, it would seem, the blush of life ought to 
continue. But after ali, when you consider the fame in years to 
come of a man whose life is full of good deeds and grand a-chieve
ments, as was .Tudge-CmsP;&-looked at in the light of history-is 
it an unmixed misfortune in the annals of the world that such a one 
goes down when. the sun is at high noon, instead of lingering on 
the stage of action, often superfluous, until the long and ever
lengthening shadows from the West are falling upon him? 

Yet there is no doubt that if CHARL~ F. CillsP were spared he 
would long be one of the greatest members of the Senate, whose 
doors were open for him to enter~ no doubt that, living, he would 
go from honor t.o honor;. no doubt that his fame and usefulness 
would grow and expand, no matter how rich the honors and deeds 
to his credit when the dread destroyer overtook him. 

His -tareer is hardly matched in the legislative history of the 
country. At least there are few to lay side by side with it; and 
with his honors full upon him, in the full possession of his mag
nificent abilities, surrounded by his beloved family and cherished 
friends, his warm .lieart ceased to beat and hi:s great intellect was 
transferred to another scene of action. Long will his memory live 
in the hearts and in the minds of all who knew him. Long will 
his servic~s to his country be remembered gratefully by th.ose 
who justly appreciate them, kindly even by those who believe he 
was wrong politically, because, above all things, he was an 
amiable-man in high station, who as nearly avoided the giving of 
offense to any, and as uniformly treated all with consideration, , 
kindness, and generosity, as any one of whom we have a record, 
or any one whom we may expect ever to meet. 

1\fr. Speaker, in contemplation of these sad events, which ar~ 
occurring daily-for death is almost as old in the world as life~ 
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with the centuries full of life and death, and death, like birth, mark
ing every hour and every minute of every day-we are brought, 
over and over, time and time again, to the strange, always old, 
and ever fresh reflections which will spring up when we gaze into 
the open grave, when we view the cold and lifeless clay which so 
recently was the mortal shelter of the departed spirit. Filled with 
that awe which the ages have not been able to banish, which per
vades generation after generation, we solemnly ask whither has 
the spirit gone that lately tenanted this clay? What is there of 
existence beyond this world? Or is this all? Is this the end? We 
can not see through the veil just a little way before us, but thick 
enough to cloud the sight. Faith and Hope alone light up the 
gulf; alone give promise for the future. 

Our friend bas gone. His memory is with us, enshrined in our 
hearts. By his example we hope to profit. But again the query 
presses for answer, "If a man die, shall he live again?" The aban
doned clay is in the churchyard at Americus, under sweet flowers, 
with the soft Southern sky bending over all, but the spirit! What of 
it? Is that which was so much nothing now-vanished, dissolved, 
annihilated, as though it never was? Did its existence terminate 
with the life of the body? Whatever vainglorious philosophers may 
say, man rebels at the suggestion that there is nothing beyond the 

. g1·ave. The hope, sometimes clung to in desperation, sometimes 
cherished in brightest anticipation, that there is a hereafter, and 
that men, though they die, yet live in that hereafter-we will not 
give that up. No philosophy, even if ripened in ages of calm 
reasoning, can banish it. It springs as an inheritance of humanity, 
as an instinct in the soul of every human being that breathes. We 
be~ieve-our hopes, our affections, all that we hold near and dear 

'in life, admonish us to believe, constrain us to believe-that our 
friend has not perished, but that in a higher and nobler sphere this 
great intellect, this tender, loving spirit shall flourish and expand 
and achieve new triumphs and perform new deeds of glory and of 
grace, while countless ages roll on into eternity. 

Mr. DINSMORE. Mr. Speaker, in the presence of gentlemen 
here who were so much nearer to him, who were so fortunate as 
to have a more extended acquaintance with him, a closer relation, 
a longer term of service, I approach with diffidence and hesitation 
the honorable privilege which has been extended to me to speak in 
commemoration of a great man who made his life a part of the 
illustrious history of this House. It is not for me to criticise his 
great character. I leave that to those more capable of the task. 
I only desire, Mr. Speaker, to place upon record the bumble tribute 
of one who had an acquaintance and friendship with him through 

. a few yearS', but who, during that whole time, learned to honor, 
admire, .and love him more and more. 

It is at all times a delicate and a responsible undertaking to 
speak here for the permanent record upon the life and character of 
one who has been a member of this House. Men are too prone to 
run into extravagant expression, to magnify the virtues of the 

' dead as well as disparage the merits of the living. What is said 
upon these occasions should be not only just to the dead, but faith
ful to truthful history. I fain would, in the few sentences which 
I shall speak to-day, do so as if in presence of the conscious 
spirit of our departed friend, knowing that he would have me 

' give utterance to no sentiment that is not justified by his own 
life. Nor have I sought for information upon the detailed inci
dents of his history, preferring to put into words the impressions 
that association with the man have made upon me, and to stop at 
that. 

Duty does not dema.nd of us to enlarge upon or even to refer 
to foibles of character; but, on the other hand, it is required of 
us that in the things we say we shall deal fairly and honestly with 
ourselves and with the dead. Therefore I shall endeavor to re
. strain my expressions within the bounds of temperate speech, 
. within the limits which 1 believe would be indorsed by our great 
leader if he could be present and hear what is said of him. 

Mr. Speaker, every man's life, in a narrower or wider sense, is 
an ideal for other men. Whether it be lowly or exalted, whether 
it be humble or great, there is among everyman's associates some 
person who will look to him as an exemplar of his own conduct, 
who will find in him something worthy of imitation; apd it is 
pleasant to think there are few men who do not thus exercise an 
influence for good upon mankind. The greatest good of a great life 
is its influence upon society. In the aspirations of early youth the 
boy selects some great character of history and tries to fashion 
himself upon that model, to build himself up to that level. What 
a grand figure have we here to inspire the ambition, the fortitude, 
the patriotism, and the integrity of American youth, aye, and of 
American manhood! 

Mr. Speaker, I have had the honor, in the short time I have 
served in the House, to be associated with Mr. CRISP as Speaker of 
the House in one Congress and as the acknowledged leader of the 
minority in another. In every relation, in every emergency, in 
every situation it has appeared to me that he arose to the full 
stature of great manhood and capability of dealing with the diffi.-

cult tasks that confronted him. As Speaker of the Rouse, as 
leader upon the floor, as a citizen in private life, he was always 
thoughtful and dignified, firm and unyielding in adherence to 
principle, and bold and fearless in defense of it, yet withal kindz. 
gentle, courteous, and considerate. As Speaker, he was easy or 
access to every member of the House, even though the humblest

1 newest, most obscure member that had come into it-easy or 
approach, and always having words of encouragement for those 
who sought to make themselves useful in the great House over 
which he had the honor to preside. 

I have no doubt that each one having come into the House while 
he was Speaker has pleasant memories of his own experience and 
of the words of counsel he has given to him, and we cherish in our 
minds tender memories never to be effaced. He was gentle as a 
woman, simple in his demeanor, yet always calm, dignified, self
possessedi strong, and great. As leader of his party on the floor, 
he contro led his forces more by inspiring them with love and 
confidence than with fear of discipline. He was tolerant of the 
impulsive ardor of the inexperienced, of the "vaulting ambition" 
of youth that in this forum so often "doth o'erleap itself," and gave 
full value to the usefulness of every member. 

But, Mr. Speaker, it was in the fury of polemic tempest that the 
man rose superior to his fellows. The louder shrieked the winds 
of passion, the higher mounted the surging waves of partisan 
animosity, the greater appeared the man, the more capable of 
battling for his cause and of representing the issues for which he 
stood. This was one of the characteristics of the man-that he 
shone best under the greatest difficulties-and it seemed to require 
great and critical situations to bring out his intellectual qualities 
and his great power of leadership. And he has challenged the 
admiration not only of this side, but of that, and the whole coun· 
try, for his great ability in performing the stern duties of presid· 
ing officer of this unruly House. 

It perhaps accords with common observation that simplicity, 
gentleness, kindness, and unostentation are almost universally 
characteristics of the truly great man. Consciousness of a{}knowl
edged superiority, of security in a position of leadership, and of 
general approbation and respect generates charity toward rivals 
and consideration for opposition, and causes a great mind to con
temn pompous parade and vulgar display, the artifice and the trick 
of the demagogue. Our departed friend despised all things of 
this character. He always drove straight for the mark, and by 
the ponderous power of logic and reason and appeal to honor and 
patriotism he hewed his way to the accomplishment of his great 
purpose, always unyielding, brave, and courageous, vet generous 
to opposition, and never forgetting to be courteous tO all and con
siderate of all. 

The priv.ilege was accorded me of a slight glimpse into his 
domestic life; and it was there, Mr. Speaker, that the beautiful 
attributes of his character were brought most prominently into 
view. A devoted husband, a kind, gentle, and confiding father, 
his faithful wife adored him and his children .hung upon him as 
the tendrils of the vine entwine themselves about the body of the 
great oak. Coming out of the war almost a youth, with no inherit
ance save an honorable soldier's name won in a cause that was 
lost; with no posession other than a tattered uniform and the 
blood, brain, and brawn that God had given him, he started out 
to make for himself a place in society and in his country's history. 
At the threshold there was linked with his life a young, confiding, 
loving woman, who in the flush of youthful affection defied the 
will of ~a.rental authority and joined herself to him to march 
by his s1de through the highways and byways and the uncertain 
incidents of this world. 

When the time came, Mr. Speaker, when the blush of beauty 
had faded from her cheek and the form he loved in its youthful 
beauty had been wrenched in the cruel tortures of rheumatism, 
there was no lessening of the love which he gave tQ her in the be
ginning, but with stronger and greater attachment he stood by her 
side, and when she held out her crippled hand the love light 
mounted to his eyes and he was wont to say: ''But I will be your 
hand. You shall walk upon my feet." Those hands and those 
feet, Mr. Speaker, never failed her, but were.ever present to per
form their affectionate offices. A beautiful intimacy existed be
tween hjm and his children. Often have I looked up with admira
tion from my table at the hotel where we all lived when father 
and son-that son whor:1 a loving people have sent here to fill the 
va.cant chair caused by the relentless hand of death, honoring both 
father and son in the deed and themselves as well-would walk in 
side by side, sometimes hand in hand, often arm in arm, before the 
assembled guests, utterly unconscious that any were looking with 
admiration upon the beautiful comradeship which existed between 
these two. And there are not many things more beautiful than 
confidence and fellowship between father and son nor anything 
better calculated to impress the son or lead him upward and on
ward in an honorable life and to an enviable old age. 

But, Mr. Speaker, in the midst of his honors, in the very zenith 
of his usefulness and his splendid life, the scythe of the reaper has 
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mown him down. He has left his footprints upon the highways 
of our nationality; he has engraved his name upon the tablets of 
his country's history; he has left behind him a name to be emu
lated and honored, and he has carried with him the respect of h!s 
enemies, the admiration and affection of his friends, the devotion 
of his family, the confidence and esteem of all; and what more, 
~r. Speaker, can any man claim for himself upon going out from 
this world? 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I had hoped to be able to add in my 
best voice to the tributes that are paid to-day to the honored dead. 
But the elements seem against me; and I do not know whether I 
shall be able even to make nlyself heard. 

The propriety, Mr. Speaker, that some one young in m~mber
ship in this House should say something of that great pubhc serv
ant whose memory and whose deeds are here commemorated must 
be the apology for my presuming to add my humble voice to these 
tributes. When Hamlet is challenged to the duel with Laertes, 
Osrick says to him: "You are not ignorant of what excellence La
ertes is." Hamlet replies: "I dare not confess that, lest I should 
compare with him in excellence; but to know a man well were 
to know himself." 

There is therefore in these things a sem blanca, if not a substance, 
of self-praise which under any circumstances would make me mod
est in speaking of the great dead whom we honor here to-day. 

I anticipated, however, the situation. I knew that members of 
this House who knew him better than I and were better able to 
speak his praises and display the beauties of his character would 
precede me and I would be relieved of anything more than the . 
expression of that impression which I gladly and truthfully con
vey and which it was my good fortune to imbibe from him during 
the short period that it has been my happiness to know him. It 
has, perhaps, been my good luck that in this very short period I · 
have learned to know more of him than happens in the average 
intercourse between members of this House. And, without repeat-

~ ing what has been said, I can only say that, perhaps by operation 
of that inexplicable intuition by which soul communicates with 
soul, I received the impressions of that greatness of character, that 
firmness of mind, that consistency of purpose, that devotion to 
duty which distinguished Mr. CRISP and which language can not 
exaggerate. I will ask the privilege, in view of the fact that the 
memory of the dead and his deeds are on record, to pronounce a 
few reflections incident to this service which, perhaps, also convey 
their lesson. 

I have heard criticised-! may say ridiculed and condemned
the practice not only of the Houses of Congress, but of courts and 
other public bodies, to spend hours like these in eulogies upon the 
dead. Well, it is in the nature of things. There is evil as there 
is good. The scoffer is at hand to tread upon the heels of the 
reverent. The jester and the clown are by in the motley mystery 
of human life to mix their colors in the garments of wisdom and 
of dignity. But these things come not from men who see "books 
in the running brooks, sermons in stones, and good in everything." 

I am the spirit that denies-
S~ys the arch scoffer-

Part of the part am I; once all, in primal night
Part of the darkness which brought forth the light. 

. Why, sir, that is the struggle, the epic of man's redemption, to 
overcome the spirit of denial and survive godlike in the prev
alence of truth. And truth prevails and is evidenced to-day when 
this House of Representatives turns aside from its usual business 
and f1·om its public service to lay the flowers of tribute upon the 
tomb of the departed dead. As we look down the ages an:d let 
pass before the view the toils and the struggles, the failures and 
the successes, the lights and the shades of human character and 
effort; and above all, when we look into our owh souls and try to 
square ambition with achievement, desire with consummation, 
hope with possibility-aye, all the contradictions and paradoxes 
of conduct and aspiration, wo do rise from the contemplation with 
the conviction that through all there is a higher destiny: And 
even in the blankness of despair and the tragedy of hopelessness, 
and we exclaim with Hamlet in the ecstacy and exultation of our 
souls-

What a piece of work is a man! How noble in reason! how infinite in 
faculties! in form, and moving, how express and admirable! in action, how 
like an angel! in apprehension, how like a god! 

Are not these thoughts justified when we recall that majestic, 
that self-controlled, that courageous, that manly figure that drew 
by his magnetic look the attention of his followers and the admira
tion, if not the approbation, of his opponents? 

Public service should, as a principle in our country, be always 
commended. Few men enter politics from purely selfish motives. 
They do not find, if they enter from selfish motives, what they 
seek. They soon find that it is a service and a sacrifice, not a 
sathering of fruits; and whatever the original motive may be 

with which public men begin to develop themselves, there is 
always at the bottom the sentiment of patriotism, a desire and an 
ambition to serve our fellow-men, to be workers in the field of 
progress and of good toward om· country. The wholly selfish man 
rarely troubles himself about public life. He nurses his personal 
comfort, and concerns himself no further about the law and the 
liberty of the land than is necessary to protect his own rights and 
the pursuit of happiness as he understands it. Happily for the 
human race and happily for this great country and the people of 
the United States, mankind stands vindicated in the high shrines 
of the temples of duty and devotion. It awes the scoffer into inef
fectual retreat. It shoves by the selfish. The history of man and 
human progress is an eternal story of sacrifice, devotion, and of 
self -denial. 

We "know where in this struggle the departed dead· stood; and 
let Ul:i reflect, as has been said, that if he does not take his place 
among those meteoric successes which come from genius, yet he 
ranks among those men whose names live in history, not by the 
noise which they have made for themselves only, as the Cresars 
and the Napoleons, but in the rhythm of those gentle streams and 
strains that flow from their hearts' sympathy for the welfare of 
mankind. We admire genius, but genius is the gift of God rather 
than the virtue of attainment. We look up to a Homer, a Dante, 
a Shakespeare, and a Goethe as to the ins~ired of God; but when, 
in solemn judgment, we pass on the merits of men in the light of 
their practical service and usefulness, the civilized-acclaim goes 
up to the jurist and the soldier, the philosopher and the legislator, 
the inventor and the reformer, as the pillars on which the temple 
of development is erected. Behold Solon and Leonidas, Gutten
berg and Luther, Franklin and Washington! And, Mr. Speaker, 
if not among these men as · leaders, still among them as a class 
we place the name of Hon. CHARLES F. CRISP. 

N6t to repeat a threadbare quotation (if Shakespeare ever can 
be threadbare), he was of that robust directness which is always 
honest and honorable; firm as a rock and candid as the light. 
Aggressive, perhaps, at times to the point of severity, he was ever 
consistent and conscientious. Self-reliant without ostentation, 
fixed to his purpose like the northern star; ·his ambition cast in 
the high mold of patriotism and general welfare, he will hold his 
place, all in all, in that rank of men of giant and heroic mold, of 
all the elements of manhood well compact, of which the majestic 
Brutus will ever be the literary and historic type. 

Mr. Speaker, it is grateful to render these testimonials of affection 
and approval to the departed dead. It is grateful to live with them
to remember them, as it were, in the pure atmosphere of spir
itual conception, gathering the good they have done "into tangible 
shape as examples for emulation and pledges for the growth and 
happiness of the future of mankind. So with our honored -dead. 
However inadequate our tributes may be-while what he leaves 
behind him in the memory of his perfect character and patriotic 
service is already secure for all time-they give vital movement to 
the good which he accomplished; and its present influence will go 
out at once to the American people, that they may know and feel 
how glorious a thing is the perfect American citizen. 1 

In this great republic of humanity, where, in every village 
churchyard, the willow shades the graves of sovereign masters; 
where every-even the humblest-heart may swell with the pas
sions of a destiny grander and nobler than the majesty of kings, 
public virtue is a public need and public recognition a duty and a 
consecration. 

The republics of antiquity ma-de their great men and their heroes 
gods, not only to honor the dead, but to incite the living to emu
late their illustrious careers. The great people of these United 
States, for once and ever, should turn back the slander that repub
lics are ungrateful. Let them ever recognize greatness and re
ward service, honor character, and glorify achievement. With 
that will come regard for constituted authority and reverence for 
law, which means peace and order. So shall we develop the perfect 
citizenship and consummate the highest aims of self-government. 
So shall we adorn our liberties and make sacred our sense of jus
tice. And so, Mr. Speaker, and so best, will be served and hon
ored the glorious dead, whose strong arms were their country's, 
and whose heartthrobs were the aspirations of humanity. Amongst 
these, transfigured in th~ light of immortality, will stand CHARLES 
F. CRISP. He will live long in the affections of his people, and the 
virtues of his patriotism and the record of his services will shine 
out amongst the brightest in the uplifting spheres of human lib
erty and the unmatched heavens of American citizenship. Thus 
the living render their devotions, that the dead may be· at rest. 

Such honors llium to her hero paid, 
And peaceful sleeps the mighty Hector's shade. 

Mr. COOPER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I well remember the 
first day that I ever saw CHARLES ·F. CRISP. It was during the 
preparations for the opening of the Fifty-third Congress. He 
stood apparently in all the vigor of manhood's prime, surrounded 

,_ 

, 
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by t~e leaders of his party in ~h~s Honse~. full of life a~d ftOpEf, of myself to plaee a modest chaple~ of l~ve and admiration upon th& 
vitaJ~ty and courage, yet recmvmg all With that cord1ahty, that : grnve pf CHARLES F. CRISP. VIrginia has ever felt toward CRISP 
easiness of access, that charm of manner that was characteristic of 1 an affeetion akin to that entertained for one of her own distin ... 
the man, and was but the outward reflection of an inward kindli- guished sons. When the storms of the late civll war burst over 
ness of heart. · this C(}lmtry, CRISP, then a youth in Virginia, enlisted in one of 

It seems. but yesterday. It is but a few short years as days are her regiments and became a gallant and brave soldier in defense 
counted, and ye~ within that space of time, we have made much · of her soil. These years of his, consisting of triumphs and priva· 
history. We have seen many ho-pes fade, we have witnessed many tions, of glory and disappointments, are interwoven with the his
misfortunes; but nothing sadder than the event that draped that tory of Virginia and her sons. No section rejoiced more than she 
desk in mourning, and cut short in mid course the high career of ~ his increasing success and fame; now in muurning his loss she 
CHA.RLES F. CRISP~ IB second to none. · 

Truly, Mr .. Speaker y these things are beyo-nd human understand- Mr. Speaker, Emerson, one of the greatest of American think· 
in g.. He was. surrounded by a loving family, by troops. of friends. ers and writers, has said: 
He had the esteem and good wishes of thousands of his fellow- A man's. fortunes are the fruits of his character. A man'sfl"iends are his 
countrymen. He stood just upon the threshold of yet further offl- ma.gnetisms. 
cial preferment and honor from that great State that has so often How fully is this truth illustrated in the life of Judge CRISP. 
hono-red him and that he has so honored, when, at the very noon His life was one crowned with great fortune, blessed with friends 
time of his life, when his sun seemed to be at the very zenith,. innumerable. Thus. we find in him a sterling, honest character, 
suddenly it declined and went out. a strong mas.cul1ne mind, blended with a warm, generous, mag-

Sirs it is not merely an individual loss tha.t we lament here to- netic heart. To be great and to be loved as much as admired; to 
day. It is the loss· to. a great party, and the loss- to his country. wield great power and in:tlnentialleadersbip, with each day bring
When the leader of one of the great parties of thia country~ full ing an increasing devotion, indicates the possession of the highest 
of experience.,.. yet in. the prime of life, full of capability and pa- order of intellect, the very bes-t qualities of heart. Judge CRISP 
triotism, of vigor and of force, and yet conservative as Mr. CRISP possessed an this. No leader ever enjoyed in a greater degree the 
was,. is taken away, his. l"OsS- is at any time a calamity in such a combined confidence. and affection of his followers than Judge 
country as ours.. But at such a day as this, when dissensions and CRISP' did that of his partr associates- in this Honse. We all felt 
discords distract us; when,loo.kwh~re-we will,, we see but threat- he was our individual friend and our matehless party leader. 
ening clouds; when all circumstances call upon us to. realize the We shall e-ver hold his personal traits: in loving remembrance, his 
need of those Jligh attributes which the great State- of Georgia- public career in proud recollection. Who can ever forget that' 
which he represented, and where I had the honor to be born-has straight,. strong form, that handsome face, that unfailing courtesy, ( 
engraved upon her coat of arms: as the chief supvoxters of the that warm grasp of the hand, that. genial,. pleasant smile, that1 

governmental fabric; justice, wisdom, and moderatio~how great carried sunshine and happiness wherever he. went~ , 
is our loss in such a man! I had hoped much fl'Om the wisdom · Mr. Speaker,. Judge 0RISP will ever be: :remembered fur his par
and the moderation of Mr. CRISJ>. He was never a theori.at o:r an ticipation in exciting scenes and de.bates- in this House which have· 
extremist. He- hoped for the perpetuity of his. party" which he become historical Our memory and the imagination of our sue- ~ 
regarded as one of the instruments ill good government~ and he! cessors~ aided by traditi.o.n and history,. will ever recall his won-l· 
loved his. country. Witli. hfs. wide knowledge of public men, with derful po.we:r:s. as a parliamentary debater.. With a voice at times 
a high career before him,. with the open field of opportunity, I slightly tinged with hesitancy, b ut clear, strong, and resonant, I 
looked for years of u.sefuiness and honor, in which he would have with a presence pleasing and attractive, with tho-ughts pertinent' 
not only ad.vanced his own reputation,. but in which he would and incisive,. a repartee quick and pointed; cool, calm, and colJ 
have been of most material.assistance to his people~ to the preser- lected amid the greatest excitement and passion, he was well1 
vation of his party, and to· securing the prosperity and welfare of equiwed: for the rough-and-tumble debates of this House, and it 
his countl'y. But, sir, that, too, has passed. · wa& in these that. he showed himself preeminently great~ This~ 

When I rose here, it was not with the id-ea that. anYthing I House has had few if any Speakers superior to him. He will be" 
could say would be· gf any consequencj3 to his. fame-,. or-add an~ht classed among its greatest and most . noted. As Speaker he· pra.~ 
to him. He bas written his own memorial in the records of tnis sided with dignity and. grace,. transacted business promptly/ 
Rouse and on the pages of his country's hi.st-oryr When I was· decided points of order quickly, was firm and decisive. He was' 
asked to. assist in th-ese services, I felt it. to be a high. honor. courteou.<; deferential1 and fair to his: political op-ponents. His' 
Others who have been much longer here have- dwelt upon his wholeo public life, is Wltho.ut ~tor blemish. For four years~ as. 
qualities and upon his course in this B;ou.se. I can add nothing Speaker, an office in responsibllity and power second only to that' 
to that; but to one characteristic it. :is. peculiarly appxopriate, that of the Presidency,. he practi-cally controlled the legislation of tllis' 
I should render my testimony. I came to the Fifty-third C.on~ · co-untry. He exercised the vast powers thl!lS: pla.ced in his hands' 
grass, a new member, comparatively a young man, and I know with prudent eare, patriotically and conscientiously, for what he 1 

that everyone who participated in that Congress and whoso came conceived the best interest of his country. No corrllpt job, no' 
here, will join me in the tribute which I pay to· Mr~ CRISP when vicious, no .unjustlegisTationeverreceived cormtenance.fromhim..~ 
I say that his generous hand, g.uided by that kindly heart, held Mr. Speaker, the life of Judge CRISP is instructive. It comes 
wide open al ways1 when it was possible, the gates of opportunity like an inspiration to the poor boy,. situated as. he was, possessed: 
to the inexperienced, and to those who conl<il do naught for him of high yearning, yet confronted with poverty and difficulties, and· 
hut for whom he. could do so. much. It is- a. pleasure. to me md;d tells him not ta- despair, but to build higb the pedestal: of his am- ' 
to-day to be able to testify in some small degree. my gratitnd& · bition. It teaches the ambitions that· great success and penna-~ 
for that. constant kindness. He· has gone beyond the- reach of o-ur nent fame can only come to those who have clean hands, pure, 
words, but he is not dead. "As the tall ship, whose· lofty prow hearts, and patri'Otic motives. It proclaims how a legislator can j. 
shall never stem the·billowsmore,t'he hasmerelysoughta haveno:fi and should close his ears to the seductions of the rich few, but' 
rest. No man is dead while he is borne in, affectionate or grate~ can and shou:ld listen to the heart beat of· toiling and struggling 
fui remembrance, and, Mr. Speaker, CHARLES F. CRISP· will li-ve· b:nm.anity. 
long in the hearts of many. 

Mr. LACE.Y. Mr. Speaker, it is fitting that in the hurry and 
Mr. SWANSON. :Mr. Speaker, a greatpuhlictareer-has ended. · bustle of public affairs we should pause for a time and remember 

One of the foremost public men of our country has been stricke.n that all men are but mortal. Th~ painful truth is thrust upon us 
down. One of the greatest parliamentary leaders of this age is from time to time as one of our associates falls out of the ranks. 
no. more. One of the shining lights of this House, whose splendid Our friend, whose death brings us again face to face with the 

· achievements have and. will ever shed luster upon it, is no longer great problem that we all in time must solve, had risen high among 
with us. The recognized leader of this side of the House, who his fellow-men. There is but. one official place among his country· 
counseled and directed us, has departed and left us to mourn a men higher than that to which he climbed. 
loss which is irreparable~ A great heart, warm~ generous, kind~ The Speakership, it has been often said, is the second place in 
and magnetic, no longer pulsates. A mind, clear, strong, and thiscountryinrank, if its powerand influence be considered. The 
masculine, of great depth and grasp, no longer gives us its scin- General Commanding the Army holds a more desirable place, be
tillations of thought. A to-ngue of g1·eat eloquence and power, cause his office tenure is for life_ The Chief Justice and Vice
which so often has stirred and swayed this Honse, is. now silent President both taka a higher rank theoretically, but the actual 
in death. A life in which can be traced much of shadow and second place in the nation is that of the Speakership of th-e House 
shine, much of privation and much of triumphs, inspiring in its of Representatives. 
successes over difficulties, admirable in development and attained All revenue bills must originate in the House., and that body in 
proportions, has terminated, and we to-day pause in our delibera- the most direct degree represents the people. Their term of office. 
tiuns tq pay merited tribute to and to do reverence to one who has is so &hart that its membArs are kept in constant touch with the 
left behind him such a life. I rise tO> deliver no elaborate eulo- people. A membe1· of Congre:ss. is elected in November and does
gium.,. others have done that, but simply on behalf of my State and not, except in case of an extra session,. take his seat until thirteen 
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months after his election. He has .hardly entered upon his duties 
until the selection of his successor begins to be agitated. lnerery 
official act he is face to face with bis constituents. 

The supreme position in a body .of this kind is a leadership .of 
the people themse1ves. 

The House contains -357 members, .and so large a body would be 
hopeless1y inefficient and unwieldy if great power were not 
lodged in the Speaker's hands. He selects the committ.ees and 
designates the seniority <>f their members and even appoints their 
chairmen. The committee is the workshop of the House, .and no 
member can accomplish any results in hls legislative work unless 
he is assigned to committees in which he is able to perform his 
.Chosen work. He is like an aetor in a play who has been given a 
walking part if he is placed upon committees where he has no 
<>pportunities for action, or in a line <>f w.ork for which he is un
prepared or to which he is unadapted. 

The Speaker may, in the very beginning <>fa session of Con
gress, place a member where he may have opportunities_, <>r so 

· shelve him that he can accomplish nothing. This power extends 
to the minority membership as well as to th<lSe of the dominant 
party, .and its influence is felt in· every Congressional district in 
the Union. 

But the.power of the Speaker does not end here: He has the 
right to recognize members upon the floor and he may refuse to 
do so, and there is no redress. He can shape the course of legis
lation by giving opportunities to present the measures which he 
may approve. He is the chairman of the Committee on Rules, 
and this committee is composed of only five members, three of 
w.hom are of his own party. In selecting this .committee he is 
practical1y enabled to bring forw.ard .any measure he may wish .at 
almost any time, and the House can onlypreventaction by voting 
against the present consideration .of the proposed measure. 

Usually 1ess than 10 per cent of all the proposed legislation in 
Congress is ever considered at all~ owing to the enormous amount 
of bnsiness brought before that body. 

This being the .case, of necessity there mnst be a _power and dis
cretion resting somewhere by which the necessary business may 
be selected and considered out of the great mass of the measures 
introduced. In the last Congress presided 3Ver by }lr. CRISP, 11~ 797 
Senate and House bills were presented, and of these 563 public 
and 593 priivate bills were enacted into laws. Congress is gen
erally entitled to mor.e credit for the bills that it permits to die 
than for any other part of its work, so that the failm·e to consider 
"bills is not usually an evil. The power .of the Speaker to prevent 
legislation is therefm.·e a most important function. The Speaker 
has the power to deleg.ate his authority temporarily as presiding 
officer 'by selecting some other member for that purpose, and he 
also names the chairmen of the Committee of the Whole from 
time to time. 

New members .are apt to chafe at first because of the extraordi
nary powers <>f the presiding officer, but upon further service 
they realize that in so large an organization, having such a mul
tiplicity of important business, the system of which they com
plained at first is essential to the transaction of the business of 
the country. 

A Congress which must consider the appropriation and expendi
ture of from eight hundl·ed to a thousand millions of dollars in 
two years must be under a complete system of ru1es, or they 
cou1d not have su:fficient·time for their duties. But, with all his 
power, the Speaker is still the servant of the House, and con
stantly recognizaq that fact. Strong and .able men are almost in
variably selected for this place., and they are .almost always strong 
partisans. 

The responsibility of Congress to the people, and the fact that 
the Speaker hhnself must also stand for reelection in the near 
future, places hlm in a position wherellemnst not abuse his power. 
He not only is in .a place where his own future and that of most 
of the members 1s in his hands, but the future of hls party is also 
Jtargely dependent upon the wisdom and skill with which he exer
cises his important prerogatives. He can shape the course of his 
party with almost as much certainty as the President himself~ 

The speakership of the English House .of Oommons1 on the 
other hand, is not politic~ but is rather judicial in its character. 
'lfO.e ministry upon the .floor of that chamber are responsible to the 
House and t o the country, and the speaker's duties are more like 
those of a mere presiding officer in a court of justice. 

All who have seen service in this House will readily con-cede to 
our presiding officer a place second only to that of the President 
of the United States. 

Mr. CRISP's first term of office followed immediately after the 
Fifty-first Congress, where the powers of the oflice had been so 
fully demons.b.'ated by Speaker REED. The attention of the coun
try had been called in an unusual degree to the Speaker's chair, 
and Mr. CRISP took the place at a time when the people looked 
upon the office with a full appreciation of its importance. Having 
personally assailed the. prerogatives of the _position when in the 

. ' 

minority, he w.as embarrassed in his fu·st term by his own utter
.ances in debate. But in his second term, when his party was dis-

1 
tracted by questions which almost thr-eatened its existence, he was 
compelled to exercise to the uttermost tlie very powers that he had 
so severely criticised, even adopting, in a modifi-ed form, thesa.Iile1 

rules that had given a nickname to his Republican predecessor. 
Speaker CRISP was too great a man to allow the reins to slip 

from the hands of his party in the mere effort to be consistent. 
He recognized the necessity of adopting meth<:>ds which would 
enable the d{}minant party to enact th~ measures for which that 
party must answer to this country~ Those who served with him 
knew how ably he conducted himself in the most trying and dif. 
ficult-positions in which he had been placed . 

While the Speaker's chair is the seat of influence, yet m .a :Stir~ 
ring popular ;assembly it is the object of constant partisan as-sault, 
and he whose memory we commemorate to-day in turn was the 
attacking and the assaulted party~ But it is -one of the pleasant 
features of parliamentary life that partisan foes are so .often per
sonal friends.. .Judge CRISP lov-ed a good fighter_, and was a hard 
hitter himself. · 

1Iis career is a striking example of the possibilities of life in our 
Republic. 

ln the Fifty-third Congress G.ALU:SHA A. GROw was sworn m 
by Speaker GB.lsP a-s a member at large from the State 'Of Pennsyl
vania. This was an impressive act .and brought into comparison 
twogu:-eatperi.ods in the history of -our people. In 1861 Mr. GROW 
was cllosen as the war-time Speaker of this House. Mr. CRISP 
was then a yonng li-eutenant in a company of Confederate infan
try., and the -civil war w.as raging with all its fury~ 

In 1864 Mr. CRISP was a prison-er of war, .and was not released 
until .after hostllities had .ceased, in Jun-e, 1865. Now, after 
thirty years., the veteran states.m:an from Pennsylvania returned 
·again to the haJlB of Congress, and the young lieutenant of 1861 
had become the Speaker of the House of Representatives 'Of our 
reunited country and administered th-e oath of <>ffi-ce to his prede-

. cessor., the .ex-Speaker -of that Congress which had enacted the 
measures to prosecute the war. 

Who could say in the face of sueh an ev-eut as this that we hav-e 
not laid aside the prejudice and bitterness of the struggle of 1861? 

And as a citizen-of Iowa I wish tolay a tribute ,:upon the tomb of 
the gallant Georgian, remembering -only that we were both in a 
nigher sense fellow-c1ti:zens <>f the United States of America. 

My first service in this House was in the Elections Committee 
-with onr dooeased friend in the heated and stormy sessions of the 
Fifty-first Congress. Election eontests are prDv-erbial for the 
partisan feeling that they engender. . 

.Mr. CRISP on these occasions showed himself asturdy:partisan, 
and it was in these contr-oversies that he won the influence with 
his party associates that brought him to the Speaker s chan· in th-e 
succeeding Congress. He was a good parliamentarian. subtle, 
quick-witted,aud.alw.ays ready f-or any occasion that might .arise, 
and his party friends raJli-ed ar<>und hlm with that instinct which 
teach-es men to involuntarily :recognize a leader. 

In his private relations he was an agreeable and ple sing gentle
man, and made friends on both sides of this Chamber at a time 
when the political forces were .nearly -equally divi-ded, and when 
party feeling ran high~ But all his <Conflicts of the past, in the 
tented field, at the bar, on the hustings,.and in the halls of Con
gress, are -ended. Already pointed out by common consent for .a 
certain election to a seat in the Senate, he was struck down in the 
very zenith of his career, mourned by those who knew him, of all 
parties. · 
· It w.as a gra-cefu1 and gracious act -on the part of the gene rous 
people of his old district to elect his son and namesake to fill the 
seat which his death had rende1·ed va-cant, and 'this pleasing .cir
cumstance showed how strong a hold he had upon the constituency 
which he had so long represented, and how fully they appreciated 
the beauty and purity of his ;private life and domestic relations. 

.And the applause with whlch members of all parties greeted the 
son upon taking the oath of office showed with what kindly remem
brance they held the sire. 

Mr. BELL of Col01·ado. Mr. Speaker, during the latter part of 
October last. while crossing the plains of Nebraska, I glanced at a 
morning paper. My -eyes immediately fasten~d upon a familiar 
picture with an inscription below, ''Ex-Speaker CRISP is dead!" 
Tha.t sad announcement was followed by the crowding upon me of 
the many reasons he had for coveting a long life. I was forcibly 
reminded that nature had generously given him a comely and 
commanding presence; that his nature had been formed into such 
a happy blending of sunshine, good fellowship, and frank hospi-; 
tality that his society was greatly sought, and life shou1d have 
been to him an unbroken pleasure; that through his many com
mendable attributes he had become preeminently the favored son 
of his own great State, and was in sight of the goal of his political j

1 

ambition-the United States Senate-when death overtook him: 
' 
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and sent him thither. But sad as these misfortunes are for him 
·and his immediate friends, the sad calamity is infinitely more 
deplorable as a great public loss. 

The death of an individual rarely disturbs the general current 
of the orderly course of human action, but occasionally one does 
fall by the wayside that leaves such a void as is difficult to fill. 
Such a one we lament to-day. His mental alignment approxi
mated the perfect equilibrium. No one faculty had been dwarfed 
to give a surplus to some other. Therefore, he never startled the 
wo1·Id with any phenomenal outbursts of genius, nor did he ever 
disappoint his friends by descending to mediocrity. He was of 

· the solid, even-tempered, well-balanced line of men to whom only 
c.an the safety and perpetuity of a great country be confidently 
intrusted. 

It is true he was imbued with a laudable ambition to serve his 
countrymen in public pla~est not for pecuniary compensation, as 
mercenary aspirations were oeneath his high standard. He was 
not ambitious that he might revel in the glare of official society, 

. as such were too empty and sterile for his strong, common-sense 
view of the real pleasures and amenities of human life. He sought 
to serve his fellows because they evinced a desire for his services 
and because he believed that he could serve them well, and he 

. believed that his policies enacted into law would inure to the 
· greatest good to the greatest and most deserving number. -

The Populist party in Congress, for whom I speak 3.8 well as for 
myself, has every reason to pay high tribute to his memory. 
While Speaker, we were few in number, misunderstood, and 

·grossly misrepresented by politicians and the partisan press, often 
intentionally, and more often through ignorance of our intentions 
and aspirations; but he was too large to be tainted with bigotry 
or intolerance, the worst enemies of mankind. He never wavered a 
hair's breadth in doing us complete justice at all times. We never 
visited him at his private apartments that his easy geniality 
and open hospitality did not convince us that he fully recog
nized that he was .Speaker of the whole House. We never ap
p-roached him in the Speaker's chair that the hand of good fellow
ship and some friendly verbal greeting was not extended. He 
never denied our petitions without giving such cogent reasons 
therefor and in so becoming a manner that we acquiesced in the 
conclusion that he could not be expected to do less. He granted 
our supplications in such an unostentatious manner that we were 
sent away feeling that a right and not a favor had been granted. 

He possessed none of the elements of the bigot-never fastened 
any doors between him and the public. He preferred to be with 
and of the _people. None knew better than he the danger of tyran
nical majorities visiting oppression and injustice on struggling 

. minorities. He was never a representative of any special class or 
section of the country. He was a statesman of the highest and 
purest type, and a representative of the whole people of the whole 
country. In this matchless contest for the supremacy of the peo
ple the loss of such a representative, so pure a type of the founders 
of this Government, is indeed a great public calamity. When I 
returned to Washington and met the colored boy who used to care 
for his room, with moistened eyes, he said," We have sustained 
a great loss since you went away in the death of Speaker CRISP." 
He add~d, "Everything that knew that man loved him." 

That is a greater eulogy than I am capable of pronouncing. 
After all is said and done, the real character of a man is most 
truly photogTaphed and known in his home life and by those who 
serve him. 

Mr. WHEELER. Mr. Speaker, when the angel of death re
ceived the spirit of CH.A.RLES FREDERICK CRISP, a man was taken 
from this world who had won the love of his State, the confidence 
and admiration of the entire South, and the respect of our whole 
country. 

As a native Georgian, I take special pride in the great distinc
tion achieved by him whose death we mourn. _ 

Mr. CRISP always performed every duty in a most creditable 
manner. When little more than a boy, he was a brave soldier 
and officer in the Army of Northern Virginia, following the sword 
of Robert Lee in the many battles fought by that illustrious com
mander. With the return of peace he retired to his home and 
became a lawyer, respeclied for his ability, learning, and fidelity. 
As solicitor-general of his district and as judge of one of the 
superior courts of Georgia, he earned the highest commenda
tions. 

He was twice elected to preside over the popular branch of the 
Congress of the United States, and during a service of fourteen 
years in this body he certainly reached a most exalted place 
among the statesmen of America. 

His reputation as a parliamentarian-and a just presiding officer 
had extended throughout the civilized world. 

While in the midst of the performance of these high duties,_ he 
was app.ointed and urged by the governor of Georgia to accept a 
!Eeat in the Senate of the United States, but his high conception of 

the duty he owed to those who had elected him to preside over 
this body constrained him to decline the proffered honor; but the 
people of Georgia, appreciating his noble character and superb 
qualities, seized the first opportunity after the expiration of his 
term as Speaker to do him honor, and with almost unprecedented 
unanimity elected him to the office which but a ·short time before 
he had felt it his duty to decline-the highest office in their gift
one which he was qualified in an eminent degree to adorn; but 
just as the decree of the people was to be recorded it was met by 
the dread messenger, Death. 

Well may it be said of him, right worthily he fought life's bat
tle and won his way to fame; and the people who loved to honor 
him in life will revere and cherish his memory in death, and his 
name will be arrayed among those illustrious statesmen of Geor
gia who did their full part in perfecting the system of government 
which has built up this great and prosperous Republic. 

In the midst of his strength and usefulness, before age had made 
slow his footstep, or chilled the warmth of his heart, or dimmed 
the brightness of his eye, or withered the brilliancy of the intel
lect which had served his country and his State so long and so 
well, surrounded by the shadows and hills and sunshine of his own 
beloved Geo:r:gia, in the midst of his countrymen and the beloved 
family who knew his greatness best of all, he fought his-last battle 
with sickness and pain, and answered to the roll call of the Great 
Captain and passed from the mystery of this life upon earth into 
that greater life" whose portals we call death," though there can 
be no death to those who leave their names enshrined in the hearts 
of their countrymen. . 

In our journey of life, in the halls of Congress, in his old 
accustomed place, in the sunny vales of his home in the far South
land, we shall greet CHARLES FREDERICK CRISP no more. He has 
met his " Pilot face to face," and has crossed over the river and is 
at " rest under the shades of the trees." 

I can but echo the words of one who knew him well: "Over his 
dreaming face, in the shadow of the Georgia hills, we say good 
night to him, but good morning to his enduring fame." 

Mr. WOODARD. Mr. Speaker, it is a loving service to those 
who knew, loved, and honored him to speak in memory of the 
life and character of Judge CRISP. 

As a private soldier he was bra.ve and faithful; as judge of the 
superior court he shed luster upon the judiciary of his State; as 
a member of Congress he was long the trusted leader of his party; 
as Speaker he was a master of parliamentary procedure, a model 
presiding officer, firm and resolute, but always courteous; with an 
attractive personality, indomitable courage, great prud~nce, an 
earnest partisan because he believed the policies of his party, if 
enacted into laws, would redound to the honor and welfare of his 
country; a statesman in its best and broadest sense, his party and 
his country have sustained a great loss in his untimely· death. 

I do not propose, Mr. Speaker, to review in detail the early his
tory or services of Judge CRISP. That has been done by others 
who have known him longer, and who have, in appTopriate and 
eloquent words, portrayed his exalted worth as a citizen, his val• 
uable sel·vices to his party and country. 

I first met him at the beginning of the Fifty-third Congress, 
when I entered upon my service as a member of this House, and 
my admiration for his character as a man and as a statesman in
creased with the passing years: 

When but a boy, only 16 years of age, animated by that patriotic 
spil'it which followed him through life, we find him a volunteer 
soldier in the Confederate army, where he served until the end of 
the war. Immediately after its close he commenced the study of 
law, and in a few years attained a high rankin his chosen profes
sion. He was elected solicitor-general and judge of the superior 
court, and while on the bench was elect.ild to Congress. He had 
served in the House but a short time when his conspicuous ability 
pointed him out, as if by intuition, as the leader of his party on 
the floor. Having been assigned by common consent to that hon
orable and responsible position, it was manifest that he was a 
born leader, equal to every emergency, always ready, always wise, 
always able, and ever true to his convictions of duty. While pos
sessed of that firmness and true courage so necessary to constitute 
a successful leader, Judge CRISP was withal a modest gentleman, 
and never forgot the amenities and courtesies due his opponents. 
On alloccasionsheexhibited those manly and gentlevirtueswhich 
never fail to win our warmest admiration and tenderest regard. 

In the Fifty-second and Fifty-third Congresses he was elected 
Spej:tker of this House, and in that delicate and responsible posi
tion he more than sustained his justly earned reputation for ability, 
firmness, fairness, and courtesy. · His record as presiding officer 
will compare favorably with that of the most distinguished parlia
mentarians who preceded him. In every position he was called 
upon to fill, Judge CRISP measm·ed up to the fullest expectations 
of his friends, and his whole life affords a bright example for tha 
young men of our country to emulate. 

- I 
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As a soldier, as a citizen, as a judge, as a member of Congress, 

as Speaker, as the great leader of a great party, he was ever faith
ful to himself, to his people, to his party, to his country, and to 
his Maker. Those high, noble, and sincere virtues which made 
Judge CRISP a conspicuous leader in American politics and con
stituted him a pure and unsullied statesman were a part of his 
nature, and they appear with equal beauty and brightness in his 
private character. In all the private and social relations of life 
the same purity of character, honesty of purpose, and noble aspi
rations which distinguished his public life made him a model citi
zen, a true and constant friend, a loving and tender husband, an 
affectionate father, and a Christian gentleman. 

It was my fortune, Mr. Speaker, to be constantly associated 
with him during the last four years, as we boarded at the same 
hotel in this city. The more I saw of him the more I appreciated 
his high qualities and the beauties and virtues of his private life. 
During the latter part of the first session of this Congress the 
health of Judge CRISP became impaired, but his friends hoped his 
suffering would be only temporary. After adjournment he sought 
relief in the pure and invigorating climate of western North Caro
lina; but the disease which had attacked him was a fatal malady, 
and hisindomit.ablewill and brave heart struggled in vain against 
the inevitable result. Death came to him in the very zenith of his 
career. It came to him when his party and country seemed to be 
in special need of his wise counsel and safe leadership. It came 
when he was so soon to receive at the hands of a grateful people 
the high office which had been the ambition of his life. Why 
should he have been taken at this time? We would not question 
God's providences, so mysterious in so many ways. Beautifully 
has it been said by another: 

There is an exic;tence beyond the present life where all shall be made clear. 
We shall see as we are seen; we shall know even as we are known. Mr. 
Dickens made the poor, idiotic Barnaby and the .coarse, strong Hugh, of the 
Maypole Inn, hold conversation about the visible wonders of the heavens, 
and they inquire of each other whence comes the light of the innumerable 
stars that dot the skies. When they were both under sentence of death, and 
just before the dawn of day were led across the prison yard toward the place 
of execution. Barnaby, looking upward toward the myriad lights of the night, 
exclaims: 

"Hugh, we shall know what makes the stars shine now." 

Our faith here to-day ought to exceed that of the poor simpleton 
created by the imagination of the novelist. Not only shall we 
know what makes the stars shine, but all the wonders of the vast 
universe shall be open to our search. Our homes shall be among 
the heavens; the problems that our burdened souls have studied 
so despairingly shall be happily solved, and we may even become 
participators in the knowledge and power of Him-

Whose power o'er moving worlds presides, 
Whose voice created and whose WISdom guides. 

To this felicity the friend we now with tenderness remember 
has already fully advanced. We would not, if we could, bring 
him back to earth, slowly and painfully to die again. We wait, 
reverently and hopefully, for the summons to us to join him in 
some star that is shining, from eternity to eternity, with unfad
ing luster in God's illimitable wilderness of worlds. 

1\fr. LAYTON. Mr. Speaker, what is 'an ideal man? Who is a 
perfect man? Who can fully describe him? Where can he be 
found? These questions present a fruitful and varied field for 
the writer and speaker, so broad and varied, in fact, that I do not 
deem it wise or appropriate to enter thereon or therein save for 
the pm·pose only of making a few observations this afternoon 
more or less pertinent to the occasion. 

Hence I would inquire, What is your ideal of an American 
statesman? Where say you he can be found? How would you 
describe him to your hearers? Have you ever seen his counter
part? Is he now living or dead? Should these inquiries be ad
dressed to myself, I would be constrained to answer in substance: 
I have never yet seen in its entirety my ideal of an American states
man. Neither do I know where he can be found, nor can I fully 
or satisfactorily describe him to you. Yet I well remember one 
who came so near to my ideal that I do not now hesitate to accept 
him as such. But with a sadness I can but illy express, I would 
say he is no longer living. 

Perhaps my ideal is too exalted. Perhaps, in fact, he never 
existed, can not, nor ever will. If so, I much regret it, for as I 
now view it in the light of more or less intercourse and associa
tion with many of our American statesmen, during the last six 
yeat·s especially, I do not regard i:ny ideal as unreasonable or im
possible of attainment. And as an American citizen who loves 
and admires her men and her institutions, and believes in her 
continuing progress and advancement, it affords me great pleas
ure to say that while none of her statesmen of my acquaintance 
come up to the exact mark or line, yet so many come so near it 
that I shall ever refer to the fact with pride and satisfaction. So 
near have so many come to this exactin~ ideal that I can have no 
fear for the future growth and welfare of our now great Republic 
nnder their continuing care and guidance. 

In my humble judgment an ideal, a real'American statesman, 
in these times especially, when aristocracy and plutocracy are so 
freely referred to and censured, should at all times be purely demo
cratic in his ways, manner, and conduct with all his fellow-men, 
and yet always dignified. He should, of' course, be educated, able, 
and intellectual. He should never be a demagogue. He should 
be affable and pleasant and still dignified. He should be firm and 
decisive, yet considerate and forbearing, especially with his infe
riors in intellect and experience. He should not be sarcastic to 
individuals, no matter how caustic he may be in,his references to 
criticisms of classes or parties, and above and beyond all, unself
ishness and patriotism should guide and control his every publio 
utterance and action. We doubtless have had in the past and 
now have many American statesmen who fulfill many of these 
requirements if not quite all. I can pay no higher or more just 
tribute to the memory of Hon. CHARLES F. CRISP than to say that, 
taking him all in all, he came nearflr doing so than any othet with 
whom I have ever had the honor of an acquaintanceship. None 
who knew him well will resent this statement or take offense 
thereat. He was always manly and dignified in his manner and 
conduct, yet ever affable and pleasant, whether on the floor of this 
House, in the committee room, in the Speaker's chair, on the street, 
in public gatherings, or in his own household. He was always 
positive and firm in his convictions and opinions,.and yet ·ever 
kind and considerate with those who might differ with him. In 
all matters he was totally unselfish, and true patriotism-the gen
eral welfare of his country-seemed to guide him in all his official 
conduct. He was not a great orator, but was a great, concisive 
debater. As a husband and fath~r he was ever loving, kind, and 
gentle. Those who knew him best appreciated· him the most. 

Term after term the people of his Congressional district returned 
him to Congress with almost a unanimous voice. In the Fifty
second Congress, when his party came in power, he was elected to 
the high and important office of Speaker of this House-the most 
important position in the Union next to that of President. The 
Fifty-third Congress again so honored him without any opposi
tion from his own party. He administered the offic-e with great 
ability and impartiality. At the beginning of the -preiilent Con
gress he was honored by his party associates as their choice for 
the same position. While serving in this exalted position the 
governor of his beloved State, in willing obedience to the wishes 
of the people, tendered him the Senatorship by appointment to 
fill a vacancy in the United States Senate. And yet, while desir
ing the position thus so kindly offered him, he promptly declined 
the appointment on the sole and patriotic ground that he could 
serve his country and party the better by retaining the Speaker
ship. Soon afterwards he was duly recommended as a candidate 
for the United States Senate by his party in Georgia with substan
tial unanimity. But, alas, before he could take his seat therein 
ruthless Death cut him down. But recently his young· but worthy 
son, CHARLES R. CRISP, was elected a member of this House 
without opposition to succeed his illustrious father and fill out 
his unexpired term in this Congress. On the first day of this ses
sion his untimely death was acknowledged by an appropriate res
olution, followed by immediate adjournment for the day in honor 
of his memory. All, regardless of section or party, conceded that 
his premature death in the prime of his manhood was a great loss 
to his State and the nation. No man, no newspaper, said an 
unkind word of him, but all, as we are now doing, sincerely regret 
and mom·n his loss. Indeed may we say: 

None knew him but to love him, 
Nor named him but to praise. 

Ohio mourns with Georgia over the loss of her distinguished son. 
To every American citizen who desires or intends to follow 

public official life I most sincerely commend the life, character, 
and history of CHARLES F. CRISP. May we, our children, and 
our children's children ever emulate his noble exa~ple. 

Mr. BANKHEAD. Mr. Speaker, to-day we stop for a brief . 
season the onward current of our everyday duties to pay tribute 
to one who in life was most himself when engaged, as we are 
daily engaged, in the business and affairs of this House. In the 
death of CHARLES FREDERICK CRISP, representative life in Amer
ica lost one of its most brilliant ornaments and our nation one of 

·its pm·est and most exalted statesmen. 
Standing now in this presence, about to speak my words of trib

ute to our dead friend and associate, I feel crowding on me emo
tions of peculiar sadness. All the keen pain and anguish that 
touched my heart at the immediate occasion of his death are 
renewed, and what I would say is almost stayed. In our greet
ings and farewells we have no set and studied phrases. When we 
grasp the hand of one -we m ay not have not seen for years, or -
come to part with one we may never see again, then it is that 
speech is hollow and but sound, and the beaming eyes, the quiver
ing lips, the whole face give expression to an emotion beyond tha 
reach of words. 



.. 

t -

864 CONGRESSION A1 RECORD-HOTJSE. JANUARY 16, 

Sir, wh<in Mr. CRISP died he had barely passed the half-.century Mr . .McLAURIN. .Mr. Speaker, no man can foretell the mys-
mark. Born in the year 1845, educated in the common sch"Ools of terions issues 'Of life and death. Few who saw Judge CRISP at 
his State, a mere lad of 16 he entered the Confederate army. From the close -of la-st session thought that death would so soon cast its 
his enlistment in May, 1861, to his capture in May, 1864, he was a . pale shadow upun that apparently robust body and vigorous 
brave soldier, winning the confidence and love of his superiors. mind. 
He knew the true import of the word duty, and a.ll his subsequent How uncertain is the future! To-day life is bright, the sea is 
career shows the influence on his life of the ;rigorous discipline of calm, the tide swells liigh and strong. To-morrow the tide turns; 
active warfare~ Of the part he took in this mighty conflict I business trouble, sickness, or death robs us of hope and pleasure. 
know how he felt, and that feeling I find tom bodied in the tribute From the calm and beautiful harbor where we floated so confi
paid by the distinguished Senator from Ohio [Mr~ SHERMAN] on dently, we are rudely tossed out upon the wide ocean. The hori
the late Senator Randall Lee Gibson, of Louisiana: zon stretches far beyond our vision, and the heave of its restless 

waves comes from depths that are unfathomable. Vainly strug
gling, we either sink to the tranquil depths, where all is peace, or, 
tempest-torn and faint, a,z-e cast upon the shore. Well may the 
poet exclaim; 

We have come to regard this fierce and sanguinary struggle as..an inherit
ance from our _fathers, growing out of a.n .honest difference of opinion as to 
the framework of our Government. Poor human nature could provide no 
arbitrator to settle this contention, but now that it has been settled by a sacri
fice of life and treasure almost unexampled ·in human history\~~-~~ be truly 
said that the result is heartily acquiesced in. and that no slnmnering fires can What is lifef A brief delight; 
rise from the ashes of the civil war to disturb the unity, integrity, and power A sun, scarce brightening ere it sink in night; 
of this great Republic. A fiower, at morning fresh, at noon decayed; 

One year after the close of hostilities found him admitted to the A. still, 8 wift river • gliding into shade. • 
barandlocatedatEllaville,Ga .. ,inthepra-ctieeofthelaw,calledby The man who would know its true secret-must leam to live 
Burke" one of the first and noblest of .human sciences. 1' For six um. deeds, not y-eaTS; in thoughts, not breaths.; in" feelings, not in 
years he toiled ~this profession, struggling as its younger mem- figures on a dial 11-to count :time in heart throbs. He most lives 
bers do, with an effort to .build up' a paying practice. However, who thinks most, feels noblest, acta best. 
in 1872 his success had won him the first of the series ~of offices , 1 thlnk Judge GruSP .gr.asped the true meaning of life and lived 
wbich was to end by his being the choice of the Empire State of ""in deeds, not year-s-; thoughts, not breaths." 
the South for Senator in the United States Congress. In this rear Thefirsttimethatisaw him, the thing that struck me most·forci
he was appointed solicitor-general of the .southwestern jud1cial . bly was the strong, cheerful, and kindly expression of his face. He 
circuit, and after a twelvemonth he was reappointed for four hadahearty,genialmanner;withapleasantsmileandkind word for 
years. In 1873 he removed to Americus, where he spent the re- everyone. Icanwellbelievethat in thehome circle hewas gentle, 
mainder of his life. From 1877 to 1882 he was ·one of the superior tender, and considerate; his sunny nature must have gladdened the 
court judges. The latter year closed his JliOfessional work as an h-earts and lives of those who were traveling the journey with him. 
active practitioner. These sixteen years of his life :represent .a It is~ however, for those more intimate to speak of him in private 
career full of interest. He was a successful lawyer. His ability life~ As a colleague from a sister State, it is simply my wish to 
commanded his first office and -enabled him to ho1d it. As .an :pay a brief but sincere tr11mte to him as a public man. Those 
advocate he was earnest and fearless. Transferred to the bench, who 'differed with him politically will testify that while firm in 
his facilities easily adjusted themselves to the .severe exactions of his convictions, he was generous and tolerant of the opinion of 
:the position, and he was all that is looked for in the tet·ms :an otbers, while those af us who accepted his leadership will say that. 
upright and a just judge. ~ like -Joseph of Arimathea, .~'He was a. just man and good ooun-

Taking his seat in the Forty-eighth Oongress, he early assumed selor." 
that -prominent place and developed those splendid qualities of Forthegreat,patient, toilingmasseshehadanactiveand sincere 
leadership which won for him the S-peaker's chair of the Fifty- sympathy. He never lost .sight of the fact that he was a public 
second and Fifty..:third Congresses. His life and work here are servant, sent here to represent the will of the majority. He was 
known and read of all men. I know that I am in the limits of an ideal Representative, never imagining himself wiser than the 
exactstatementwhenlsaythattherearenoactsoflrisw_hilein this collective thought of the people who sent him here. He was in 
body that will not stand the test of the most searching criticism. close touch with his :people, with a thorough knowledge of their 
In his relations with his fellow-members he was always genial and sentiments upon all public questions; and, .after all, true states
pleasant. He seemed always happy; and wln1e he might be lead- manship in a repTesentative government simply means the needs 
ing a galloping charge on this floor, his natural manner never and wishes of the people translated into law. The people love and 
became oJiensive, and at its conclusion h1s perennial humor and appreciate a faithful Tepresentative. What .a graceful and touch
serene temper returned. In his wOTk as a Representative he was mg compliment they paid Judge CRISP! When death came, they 
always busy, anQ. no duty did he leave unperformed if possible of sent his son to occupy his vac.ant chair in this House. Indeed, 
attention. His constituents had unbounded -confidence and trust there was no more beautiful sight than the almost brotherly confi
in him and in his power to serve them. dence and intimacy that seemed to exist between this father and 

Perhaps it was in his course as Speaker in this body that he son, and the people of Georgia honored themselves in paying such 
displayed qualities of a higher order than in any other field. a tribute to the memory of their dead. I am sure that the mantle 
His ability as a parliamentarian was remarkable. In his incum- fell upon worthy shoulders, and that the trust will be regarded 
bency of this Bxalted seat and in his administr~tion of its dnties sacred by his successor and namesake. 
be won the admiration of his political op-ponents and was the idol It wa-s while engaged in a canvass of his State for the Senator
of his friends. He was essentially fair and just. It was his desire ship that the pr-emonitory symptoms were felt of that disease which 
to do right, and this he did at all timea, as he conceived it. Quick, ended his life. Although apparently sound and vigorous, he prob
decisive, impartial, unfailing in resource, he ~ust be ranked with ably had full knowledge of this vital weakness, but he did not allow 
his greatest predecessors. it to deter him from his work. . I met him day after day in the 

While he was a good soldier, a successful lawyer, a learned committee room, cheerful and confident, while he was always at 
judge, and a leader ln the greatest representative assembly in the his post on the floor of the House, prompt and vigilant. It may 
world, it is as a Christian gentleman he must be acomded the literally be said that "he died in the harness." We are told that 
greatest bon or. In his home life, which I can not here invade~ he when that knight of old, without feaT or reproach, Chevalier 
was the devoted, tender, and loving husband, and the ever fond, Bayard, was wounded unto death, he commanded his attendants 
indulgent parent. I was first attracted to him because of his to prop him up against a tree with his face to the enemy; then, 
orderly habits of life and his loyal love of his home. Day by day after taking the sacrament, died with this beautiful sentiment on 

- I saw him come and go, in the halls of Congress, in his intercourse his lips: "The justice of Almighty God will be tempered by the 
with the world, in the bosom of his family, and I saw in his life blood of our Lord Jesus Christ." With a character as pure and 
the well-nigh perfect man. spotless, with as chivalrous courage, and a like trust in the justice 

But he is gone from us now. In a little while we should have and mercy of the same God died, without fear or reproach, this 
seen him take his seat in the other end of the Capitol, but instead gallant knight of modern day. 
he has gone up hlgher, "to where, beyond these voices, there is · The State of Georgia, Mr. Speaker, has been prolific in g1·eat 
peace." The journey done, be is resting now; he is sleeping the men. At the mention of her name the mind reverts to Alexander 
sleep that knows no waking, careless alike of the day dawn or the Stephens , the conservative and sagacious statesman; to Ben Hill, 
twilight. For him the dark night of death was the sunburst of the eloquent and gifted orator; to the lion-like and majestic 
an eternal hereafter. Toombs, with his fiery and in-esistible logic; but, sir, great as are 

1 will not say, "God's ordinance 
Of death is blown in every wind," 

For that is not a common chance 
That takes away a noble mind. 

His memory long will live alone 
In all our b.earts, as mournful light 

That broods above the .fallen sun 
And dwells in heaven half the night. 

these, CHARLES F. CRisP is well worthy a place in their ranks. 
The times did not afford him the same opportunity to display the 
most .striking qualities of statesmanship that they did Stephens 
and history may not accord him as high rank; in the r ealms of 
oratory he was not , perhaps, the equal of Toombs or Hill, but as an 
all-round man, statesman, orator, and debater, hew.as the peer of 
Geo:rgia's greatest. 
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Of great practical common sense modest, imperturbable, evenly 

poised and cool, it was impossible to throw him off his balance. 
As the representative of a powerful majority, wielding the 

Speaker's gavel, he was impartial, courteous~ and kind; as the 
leader of the minority, he was cautious,,tactful, and full of re
source, and it seemed to me that his masterly qualities were 
never better displayed than in the latter role. He had a clear, 
clean-cut, incisive style, with an entire absence of attempt at dis
play. In a calm, sensible, business-like manner, he went right to 
the marrow of a question. 

He inspired confidence, and men trusted Judge CRISP and 
accepted his leadership because they knew that he would never 
say or do a foolish thing nor be caught in an untenable position. 
Preeminently a safe man, it could be confidently counted upon 
that he would say the right thing at the right time and do the 
right thing in the right place. Fully developed mentally, physic
ally, and morally, he was ready for andequal to every emergency. 
No one in this House ever saw him on any occasion, however dif
ficult, when he did not meet the requirements in every respect. 

He saw in an instant a weakness in the position of an adversary, 
and his thorough knowledge of parliamentary usage enabled him 
to seize every advantage. Under the most trying circumstances 
he fully met and often exceeded the expectation of his friends. 

Mr. Speaker, it is in such an hour as this; when the great and 
powerful are cut short in the midst of their career, that we are 
most forcibly reminded of our weakness and dependence upon 
God. Death is the great leveler; he makes no distinction between 
prince and pauper. It is the same everywhere; in the humble cot 
or the bright palace, in the wild forest or the brilliant city, in 
the swamps or upon the mountain top, to the humble laborer or 
the great statesman, the same dread summons chills the blood 

· and freezes the heart. Christ, and Christ alone, can dispel the 
pall of gloomy terror that hovers about the bed of death. The 
genius of man and the wisdom of the ages offer no other solution. 
The "Go in peace," and "Thy sins are forgiven thee" must be 
spoken to each, and is our safe retreat. . 

It is not given to many to rise to the elevated position occupied 
by Judge CRISP. All can not be eagles, but ea-ch of us has hi.~ 
work, great or small; and we are taught that the manner in which 
it is performed is of more account than the magnitude of the 
task accomplished. If the trend of our life is for good, if its 
course is ever upward and onward, if its thought and inspira
tion are in harmony with the purpose of Providence in creating 
us, however insignificant our work may appear to others, surely 
we shall find in the great final day of account that we have not 
lived and toiled in vain. 

As members of this House we lead hei·e busy, active lives, and 
when we are at home the turmoil, strife, and jealousies of politi
cal rivalry leave little to prepare for the •' great beyond." It is 
well, therefore, on occasions of this character to pause a moment 
and draw home the solemn lesson each for himself. 

Let us not be unmindful of the fact that a great leader, one of 
the busiest in our number, yet found time to seek that peace which 
will sustain the faltering soul in that last dark hour and make it 
radiant with the never-dying hope of eternal life. Judge CRISP 
was a consistent and faithful member of the Methodist Church. 
After all the triumphs which crowned a brilliant and successful 
career, I doubt not that if to-day his well-known voice could be 
heard in this Chamber he would reecho the dying words of the 
founder of . his church, John Wesley, "Best of all, the Lord is 
with us." 

. 

g~nial, pleasant nature, and with the. promptness and readiness 
With which he met every emergency. 

I regarded him as a noble type of American manhood, able, log
ical, self-made, and self-reliant, and always courteous, cour?.geous, 
and true. 

He was firm and sincere in his convictions, faithful to his t.riends, 
liberal to his opponents, fair, just, and conscientious, and unceas
ing in the discharge of his duties as a Representative. 

He was the faithful friend and champion of the people. He 
loved liberty, civil, political, and religious, and he was devoted to 
popular government. 

He was both a patdot and a philanthropist. No man gave greater 
and more continued evidence of his love of country, and no rna~ 
was more prompt to aid a friend or give freely to the needy and 
deserving. 

He worked for what he regarded as the rights of the people, 
and did aU in his power to protect the interests and promote the 
welfare and prosperity of the Republic, and the radiance of his 
integrity and the brightness of his honor were never assailed or 
questioned. 

He was devoted to his wife, his children, and his home, and no 
husband or father was ever the recipient of more love and respect. 
His family circle was full of affection and sweet communion, and 
here he illustrated how happy a man could be who was trying to 
do his duty to his God, his family, and his country. 

His life and achievements illustrated not only the splendid op
portunities of our great Republic, but showed also the honorable 
success and great renown that will crown ·earnest efforts, strict 
integrity, and steadfast devotion to duty. 

The first and last conspicuous events in his life showed not only 
his courage, ability, and self-reliance, but also the confidence, ad
miration, and love lavished upon him by those who knew him best. 
At 16 years of age he proved his courage and self-reliance by enlist
ing as a soldier in the Confederate army and bravely fighting until 
the close of. the war for what he believed to be right. When he 
was 51 years of age, the people of Georgia, who had for more than 
a quarter of a century studied his public service and his fidelity 
to his St-ate and nation, sought to confer upon him the highest 
honor in their gift by making him a United States Senator, and 
practically all of the State senators and representatives elected 
were instructed by the people to honor him with this great office; 
but his death prevented this great trust and well-merited distinc
tion from being conferred upon him. · 

His views on finance, taxation, education, commerce, agricul
ture, an economical administration of the Government, the sov
ereignty of the people, and the independence of the coordinate 
departments of the Government, and on all other important ques
tions presented, were often announced in strong and eloquent 
speeches, which are found in ~early every volume of the CoNGRES
SIONAL RECORD issued since his service as Representative com-' 
menced. . ' · 

As an earnest, fearless champion of Democracy, he was always 
ready to defend his party and his principles, and he loved to up
hold and support the teachings and doctrines of Jefferson and 
Jackson. 

It was as Speaker of the House of Representatives he gained his 
highest honors and made himself most conspicuous before the 
country-. His knowledge of parliamentary law and procedure, his 
equipmse, and the ease, dignity, firmness, and fairness with which 
he presided made him popular with the members of all political 
parties and enabled him to conduct the business with order and 
dispatch. I believe the dispa-ssionate judgment of those over 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, there is no arena whom he presided for four years is that he is entitled to be remem-
which death does not invade. '!'here is no place too sacred for its bered as one of the ablest and most accomplished of the Speakers 

' touch. There is nothing living on earth, no matter how great or of the House of Representatives. . 
small, how pure or vile, how rich or :poor, but must finally sue- The history of Georgia is luminous with the names of brilliant, 
cumb to the dread Destroyer. There 1s always somewhere- earnest, and faithful statesmen. Among the ablest and strongest 

Some heart that is bleeding, of that great galaxy the name of CHARLES F. CRISP has taken its 
Some eye that is wt}eping, permanent place. His fame does not belong to Georgia alone, 
Some home that is dra,ped, nor to the South, but to the whole Republic, and in Kentucky we 
Some loved person dead. will cherish his memory, and his fame will survive along with 

When our com,rade dies, when our coworker is stricken down that of the other dead statesmen, jurists, and . heroes-Hill, 
full of hope and high purposes and great achievements, when he .. Toombs, Colquitt, and Brown-who did so much to make Georgia 
who has helped to make history and participated with us in the• conspicuous and illustrious. · · • 
important legislation of our country is taken away in the prime It is written in one of the tender and beautiful legends which 
and vigor of a splendid manhood, when his ability, integdty, and the Talmud has preserved that at the moment of the death of ~ 
devotion to the public weal are moat appreciated and most needed, good man memories of his love and charity and good deeds float 
we realize fully that death is very near to us, and that our afilic- through his mind to cheer and console him as his spirit soars 
tion is severe and our country's loss is great. . away from the cares and conflicts, the joys and sorrowsz. of life. 

Others have given detailed accounts of the life and career of Hon. If this be true, our friend in his la-st moments, when the aarkness 
CHARLES F. CRISP. I shall speak mainly of his character and his of death was settling upon him and the first glimpse of immor
service in the legislative forum, where! knew him best and where tality was beginning to be seen, had much to soothe and comfort 

· I respected and admired him as a leader and loved him as a friend. htm. Reviewing his life, his early manhood, his mature years, 
I first met him when I commenced my service as a Representa- he could see glitteri~ and glistening along his way good deedS 

tive in Congress in 1885. Myadmirationforhimgrewaalbeoame which benefited his tellow-men in the State and. in the nation. 
better acquainted with him, and I was deeply impressed with his He could see fidelity and devotion to loved ones at home; he could 
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see charity and love, fragrant as :flowers in springtime, beautifying 
and chastening a life well· spent in the service of his God and his 
country, and at the end of it all I believe, he could hear the wel
come plaudit, "Well done. thou good and faithful servant; enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord." 

Mr. WELLINGTON. Mr. Speaker, amid the lengthening shad
ows of this midwinter afternoon the Representatives of our 
nation have met to mourn the untimely ending of a great career. 
The strong voice of active legislation is at rest, the fierce conten
tion of partisan debate is hushed, and in their stead solemn de
cOl·um and order reign. To-day we are concerned not with the 
living, in the present, or the future, but the dead and the past. 
We call a halt in the march of life; we turn from the busy scenes 
and activitie of living men to the grave that nestles with many 
others in distant Georgia, in that place set apart for the habita
tion of the dead; and as we stand bafore it with sad and sorrow
ful mien, I would lay a simple :flower there while others may 
place a wreath of amaranth upon it as a tribute to the memory 
of CHARLES FREDERICK CRISP. 

From the quiet portals of the grave there come none but "fond 
regrets and tender recollections." Re~entments are for~otten, 
faults forgiven, and remembrance portrays to us in vivid pictures 
the virtues and noble actions of the departed. 

As we unroll the canvas of the last half century, whereon time 
hath painted in ineffaceable colors the life history of the distin
guished man whom we mourn, there are few foibles to condone 
and much that was "Roble to commend. 

The annals of a nation are written in the biography of its great 
men. The mass of ·the people have no history. The record of 
their lives is short and simple, and remains ever the same. They 
are born, they live, they die, and are forgotten; generation after 
generation meets the same fate. We blunder through youth, 
struggle in manhood; and if perchance we are fortunate enough 
to reach old age, it is a scene of vain·and unavailing regrets. But 
there are men who, by the force and power of taleht or genius, 
indomitable will, or never-ceasing perseverance, lift themselves 
above their fellows, and in the record of their lives write history 
for their people. Such a man was CHARLES FREDERICK CRISP. 
Not a brilliant man, perhaps; not one whose name will :flash with 
lustrous light, for he did not live in a time when. splendid efful
gence reigned. yet w !;ten the records of ~his comm~mplace peri<?d 
of American national life are made up, his figure will stand out m 
bold relief as one who stoocl by his section, who partook of the 
bitterness of sectional strife, and yet was broad enough to rise 
above rancor, and developed into a national character, which, 
though tinged with sectionalism, grew gradually until he reached 
the loftier elements of patriotism, humanity, and a gentleness 
rarely observed among men. 

Born in the stormy times when the unavoidable conflict was 
rapidly approaching, he had reached the days of youth when sec
tional strife began. The bitter struggles of that eventful period 
have become a story of the past, and a generation of men have been 
born and grown into manhood since the great civil war. To me 
it is a memory of childhood. Yet I can well remember when the 
two opinions of government, which had existed antagonistic to 
each other since the formation of the Republic, divided our land 
and arrayed one part against the other. 

In the North there had grown the idea of a strong Federal Gov
ernment, such as had been portrayed by the Declaration of Inde
pendence. In the South there was the sentiment of a confedera
tion of States, such as had been contemplated in the Articles of 
Federation which bound the colonies in the Revolutionary war. 
These two rival principles met upon the border; there sentiment 
was divided, and therefore upon the borderland can be found that 
judgment which perhaps will give in more impartial manner 
credit to each and both for the valor, heroism, and self-sacrifice 
with which each section maintained what it believed to be right. 

When the great struggle came, Mr. CRISP, who was then a youth, 
cast his fortunes with his native State. Georgia had broken the 
bonds that bound her to the Federal Union. She had joined her
self to that other government which had been named by the South
ern States. CRISP had been reared in the school of State rights, 
of sovereignty for the Commonwealth, and therefore· it was but. 
natural to him to give allegiance to the Commonwealth which, 
though not the place of his birth, had given him sustenance through 
childhood and youth, and from which he had received all she had 
to give. 

Amid all the changeful fortunes and vicissitudes of internecine 
strife the days of his youth passed into manhood, and in the for
tunes of wa1· he became a prisoner in the hands of the Federal 
troops. There he remained until the conflict was ended and the 
great question upon which the perpetuity of this Government 
depended was forever put at rest. The first period of his life was 
closed. The sentiment of State sovereignty, which had colored 
his youth and led him to take up arms at the behest of his State 

against the General Government,. was dead-aye, more; buried 
beneath four years of weary marching, attacks and repulses, vic
tories and defeatR, a million lives, and billions of treasure. It 
was a lesson in national life which every nation must learn, and 
which, thanks be to God, the American nation has successfully 
committed to memory. It made a deep impression upon 1\{r, 
CRISP's life; it fashioned all the years that were to come, and con
verted much of the partisan into a judicial temperament. He 
began life on his own account, studied law, and entered into its 
practice. Succe ·s attended his efforts, judicial honors were given 
him, and then there came into his life another ambition, which led 
him into the path where he was most needed. The bitter passions 
and intense prejudices of sectional strife do not pass away in the 
fading of a moon nor yet in the circling of the seasons of one short 
year. They die gradually, and the people who would throw them 
off need the calm judgment the sober second thought of men who 
can lead them conservatively, who will appeal to nobler senti
ments and broader views, and no man in the past two decades has 
rendered greater service to his common country in this direction 
than CHARLES FREDERICK CRISP. His whole course in the House 
of Representatives, while it manifested the fact that he was true 
to the atmosphere in which he lived and faithful to the people 
whom he served, demonstated that he could look beyond the nar
row confines of his State, view the broad expanse of our country, 
and, step by step, guide the Southern States to the common van
tage ground where hands should be clasped and common cause 
made for the whole American people. 

When I met him fir ' t, but little over a year ago, I knew him 
only by the reputation he had made as the leader of the political 
organization to which he belonged; knew him by the record he 
had made a-s Speaker of the House of Representatives. I esteemed 
him, admired him, honored him, and personal contact but inten
sified that sentiment and feeling. 

As a leader of men of his own opinion, he was neither rude nor 
masterful. To the opposition he was very fair, just, and fre
quently charitable. To tyros and beginners he was not only 
gentle, but generous, and he had about him the subtle quality of 
standing firm upon his own ground, yet winning the confidence, 
trust, and good graces of his adversaries. 

I saw him last upon the :floor of this House, when insidious dis
ease had begun its work, but he bore it bravely and by strength 
of will and nerve attempted to win the terrible battle of life 
against death. Even then the silent angel poised the dread shaft 
which ere long was to speed and strike him down. The flowers 
of spring had bloomed and faded when he departed for his home, 
there to engage in the contest .which was to bring him further 
honors from the people of his State. Summer pa sed, the harvests 
of autumn were gathered, and the winds of approaching winter 
were beginning to sigh and moan among the trees when the final 
summons came, and the wires :flashed to friend and foe the news 
that saddened one and all, giving the tidings of his death. 

The record of his life is made up. It is fair and beautiful; and 
the characteristic which sha.ll make him loved most among oar 
people is that he was just and generou::; toward all, and mingled 
with justice and generosity that love which is the best part of ali 
men, for, in the language of the Ancient Mariner-

He prayeth well who loveth well 
Both. man and bird and beast; 
He prayeth best who loveth best 
All things both great and small; 
For the dear God who loveth us, 
He made and loveth all. 

Thus we may leave him, life's fateful mission accomplished and 
the enigma of the hereafter solved. His memory may be safely 
intrusted to the people with whom he lived and who now dwell 
where his ashes rest. 

Mr. TATE. Mr. Speaker, we pause amidst the stormy strife of 
life's fierce battles and the busy bustling scenes of party conten
tion and international disturbance to pay tribute to the memory, 
recall the services, tell of the exalted character, and recount the 
many virtues of one who has left his impr~ss upon the age in 
which he lived. A great leader has fallen. When the future his
torian comes to record the names of the illustrious statesmen who 
have been the pride and glory of our common country, that of 
CHARLES F. CRISP will shine forth among the first and the fore
most and shed luster upon the greatest and the best. 

When Attorney-General Cushing, on - December 9, 1853, an
nounced to the Supreme Court the death of that great and good 
man, William R. King, Vice-President of the United States, he 
said, among other beautiful things, concerning the dead statesman, 
these grand words, which are so appropriate to this occasion that I 
take the liberty of transcribing them: 

He stands to the memory in sharp outline, as it were, against the sky like 
some chiseled column of antique art, or some consular statue of the imperial 
republic, wrapped in its marble robes, grandly beautiful in the simple dig· 
nity and unity of a faultless proportion. 

I. 
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Mr. Speaker, death extinguished a great light when Judge CRISP 

died. He was not an orator like Clay, nor a logician like Webster, 
nor a metaphysician like Calhoun, yet he possessed in harmonious 
combinationrinra great degree, allofthe~e distinguishing attributes, 
and was, sir, the best-rounded character I ever knew. He was a 
pleasing, a channing speaker; graceful in manner, clear in state
ment, fair in his representation of his opponent's position and 
argument, candid in his search for the truth. . 

He knew how to be, at the same time, a partisan and a patriot.
He was a partisan because he believed that the principles and 
policy of his paTty involved the highest interest of his country 
and his race. He was a patriot because he recognized in the 
beneficent Constitution and institutions of his country the world's 
last and best hope for coru;titutionalliberty and free representative 
govermnent. He was no specialist, but he stood among the first 
in all things which go to make greatness. He was a wise coun
selor, an able statesman, an eloquent advocate, an accomplished 
parliamentarian, a courtly gentleman, and a true friend. His life 
is an inspiration to the young men who are to come after him-a 
beacon light to guide them to a higher sense of public duty, and 
give them a m-ore exalted idea of unselfish patriotism. I do not 
care to dwell at length upon the pablic career of the illustrious 
dead because it is a part of the public history of the country and 
familiar to all. His name is indi.ssolu bly associated w±th all the pub
lic events of importance which have occurred in the last decade. 

From the time when. a mere youth~ he first entered public life 
down to the moment when death called him from us, his career 
was a series of brilliant successes. As solicitor-general, judge, 
president of con-ventions, member of Congress, Speaker, every
where and at all times he met every obligation and discharged thB 
duties of every trust committed to him with. honesty, fidelity, and 
ability. Right here, upon the floor of this House, was the scene 
of his 'greatest triumphs-his· most brilliant achievements:. Cool, 
self-poised, and well balanced, he could always husband his 
t•esources at the right time and direct his energies with the best 
possible effect. Never did he develop his matchless powers or 
show his wonderful resources so· well as when leading the forl-orn 
hope of the minority; amid~t the fire and clash of party conten
tion he would always pa:rry the blows of the opposition., and by 
well-directed aims send his own darts with fatal precision into 
the heart of the enemy. He never voluntarily gave offense, and 
frequently disarmed opposition by his kindness and urbanity. 
Those, however, who met him in debate found that "there were 
blows to take as well as blows to give." . 

Some men may have surpassed Judge CRISPin the subtl-e forces 
of thought; others may have excelled him in the divinB gift of 
eloquence; still others may have· been his equal in soundness of 
judgment and the judicial fairness with which he exercised 
power, and perhaps he had his' peers in the high social qualities 
for which he was so eminently digtinguished, but men possessing 
all these high att1·ibutes in combination are rarely found. Ju-dge 
CRISP posse~sed them all. His was a clear, active, incisive intel
lect. He was a fl.uent and eloquent speaker~ an upright and im
paTtia.l judge, an able and faithful Representative, a ready and 
skillful parliamentarian, and as a Speaker of this House for 
ability and fairness he goes to history the peer of Blaine and 
Randall. He waa a polished and courtly gentleman, genial in 
manner and spirit as an "incense-breathing. morn" in May, a 
bold and fearless antagonist, a faithful and confiding friend, and 
more than this. than these, than all, he was that "noblest work 
of God, an honest man." His. was-

One of the few, the immortal names, 
That were not born to die. 

Judge CRISP sent the sunshine of joy and gladness· into the hearts 
of those who came in contact with his magnetic presen-ce. It has 
been said that he never lost a friend nor made an enemy. Those 
of us who enjoyed the pleasure of comra;deship with this golden- ' 
hearted man, who luxuriated, as it were, in the bright light of his 
genial companionship, can attest how great is 0111" loss, how sad 
our bereavement. A gentler, kindlier heart never beat within a 
human breast. Would that I could speak of him in fitting la;nguage 
as a friend. He was my friend in all that term can suggest, and 
my personal loss is greater than I can tell. I loved him and I loved 
to follow wheTe he led. But above all I loved to sit and hold sweet 
converse with him. 

He has departed from among us, and we will never see his like 
again. Silently and sorrowfully he was laid away in the bosom of 
the Commonwealth he loved so well and served so faithfullv. The 
grief of thousands of stricken hearts followed his funeral train. 
We have embalmed him in our hearts forever, and Georgia con
tinues to weep upon the new-made grave of her best beloved son. 
Friend of my life-

Farewell; my lips may -wear a careless smile 
My words may bre11the the very soul of lightness, 

But the touched heart must deeply feel the while 
Tha.t life has lost a portion of its brightness. 

Judge CRTI:\P was ambitious, '' that glorious fault of angels and 
gods." He had ambition for official position not for its empty 
honors and perishing emoluments, but for the privilege and oppor· 
tunity it gave him to serve his country. His ambition was neither 
selfish nor inordinate. He was amb-itious to do the most good 
within the compa.ss of a life's duration, and to that en-d he conse
craterl the best energiea of his great mind and his honest heart. He 
wanted to go to the Senate, the sine qua npn of every statesman's 
ambition, but his desire to attain this exalted station did not over
come his fixed plll'pose to serve his country where be could do his 
country most good. While we can not say of him what Antony 
said of Julius Cresar, "I thrice presented him a kingly crown-he 
did thrice refuse," yet we all do know that he was once presented 
with a seat in the American Senate and that he did once refuse 
it, because his friends and his party thought he could render the 
country greater service by remaining Speaker of this House, and 
with him their wish was law. He was assmed by the present 
able and patriotic junior Senator from Georgia [1\Ir. BACON], who 
was at the time an aspirant for ~he position, that if be would 
accept the appointment to the office of Senator tendered him 
by Governor Northen, m.ade vacant by the death of the beloved 
and lamented Colquitt, he would have no opposition for the suc
cession before the legislature; therefore his acceptance at that 
time· meant the fulfillment of the cherished ambition of his life. 
Yet he made the personal sacrifice for the public good. Some 
men are stimulated to great achievements by the love of glory, 
others by the thirst for power, but the sentiment that absorbed 
the thought and thrilled the heart of Judge CRISP was love of 
country. 

Breathes there tlle man with soul so dead 
Who never te himself hath said, 

This is my own, my native land! 

The gr-eatest heroes of the world's history are those who fought 
the battles against self and conquered. CRISP did this. He fought 
this fight, he kept the faith, he gained the victory, and wears the 
crown. 

Pure and unselfish patri(}tism was his distinguishing character
istic. 

:Mr. Speaker, Georgia, ever proud of the achievements of her 
sons, looked upon this, her fa-vorite, with peculiar pride and fond
ness, and her people, unforgetful of the sacrifices he had made for 
them, with a unanimity unsurpassed, had named him for the 
highest position within her gift, when his great heart ceased to 
beat. And thus this ligh.t was extinguished in the very blaze of 
his greatest pulitical triumph; h'€ reached forth his hand to taka 
the Senatorial toya; and grasped a shroud. 

Mr. Speaker, as the stars go down to rise on some fairer shore, 
so om· friend passes through the gloom of the grave to another and 
immorfal condition of life. To those annealed in the blood of the 
crucified Galiilean, there. is no death. 

There iB no deathJ What seems- so is- transition; 
This life of mortal breath 

Is but a suburb of the life elysian, 
Whose portal we call Death. 

Divine revelation fl.ushes from thf:} sheen of the cross upon the 
darkness of the grave, the light of life, and ancho1·s the b-roken 
heart of humanity, by the cable of faith, to the cherished truths 
of the resurrection and immortality. The religion of Christianity 
offers the only rational solution of the problems of life and death. 
We shall meet om· friend and associate again, with all those who 
have preceded us-. . 

We may not sunder the veil aparl, 
That llldes from our vision the gates of day, 

We only know, that their barks no more 
May sail with us o'er life's stormy sea; 

Yet somewhere, I know, on the unseen shore, 
They watch and beckon and wait-for me. 

Our distinguished colleague and beloved friend was as felicitious 
in death as he was successful in life. He had lived long and well 
in a few brief year ~ He had served his country well and faith
fully, in positions of high trust and great honor. He was in the 
high tide of matured intellectual manhood, and in the noonday 
splendors of national fame. Age had not palsied his great pow
ers, disappointment had not paled the star of his hope, nor frozen 
the current of his lov e. His work well done, his fame assured as 
part of his country's history, "He wraps the dmpery of his couch 
about him and lies- down to pleasant dreams," with every fl-ower on 
his tomb wet with a nation's tears. 

Mr. LIVINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, when I first knew CHARLES 
F. CRISP he was a very, vet·y young man. He had been appointed 
solicitor-general of one of the circuits in th-e State of Georgia, and 
so well and so bithfully did he perform his duties as solicitor, 
that when he asked an·appointment to the j·udgeship of the same 
circuit, he received it at the hands of the governor. So well did 
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he perform the duties of judge-no stain, no criticism, no slander 
was cast upon him or his administration-that at the end of his 
first term he was elected by the Georgia legislature for a second 
term. 

In all his life he performed his duties well. Beginning without 
much of this worfd's goods with but few friends, and with a 
limited education, he learned to trust implicitly in that old adage 
that-

Honor and shame from no condition rise; 
Act well ·your part; there all the honor lies. 

From his early manhood until the day of his death he was a 
practical, upright, honest official in every capacity, whether State 
or national. 

In 1883 we had a very noted political contest, such as had not 
taken nlace for many years in Georgia. There was opposition to 
the nomination and election of the then acting governor, and there 
was a combination to beat him. There were, I believe, four or five 

- candidates who were prominent. Two of them were very nearly 
equal and controlling almost the entire vote of the convention. 
Judg~ CRISP was a delegate at that time in behalf of a man who 
had but 13 votes in the convention. I was a delegate, and when we 
met, the great question to solv:ewaswl?-o should act as_the perm~
nent president of that convention. Neither of the dommantcandi
dates could afford to allow his rival to name the presiding officer. 
There was a committee of thirteen appointed to suggest a presiding 
officer and I am glad that I had the pleasure, as a member of that 
committee, of suggesting CHARLES F. CRISP and of st~ting in the 
committee room that, of all the men who were accredited as dele
g;:ttes to that convention on that _day, C_HARLES F. CRIS_P was,_in 
my humble opinion, one of the fairest-mmded and most Impartial 
and honest men in the convention. The suggestion was accepted; 
he was elected, and well and satisfactory did his selection prove 
to all interested parties. That was the beginning of his political 
life. 

Mr. Speaker, so much has been said of CHARLES F. CRISP to-day, 
both as to his life and as to his character, and the day has worn 
so far away, and there are so many others who are anxious to 
say something in his behalf, that I shall only consume a moment 
or two more of time. I w.as with him much during the last year. 
I have been intimate with him for many years. · I have seen him 
in sunshine and under the clouds. I have seen him in prosperity 
and in adversity, but never in all my life did I see CHARLES F. 
CRISP so sorely tried as during the last year. When he thought 
of entering the race for United States Senator before thepeopleof 
Georgia, the proposition was that this question should be re
manded to the people, by primaries that should select the name 
of the Senator, believing that the Georgia legislature would in
dorse their action. It is well remembered by everybody on the 
floor of the House that a very strong man-a young man, strong 
in mind and in body-met him on the hustings in Georgia, con
testing his claim to the Senatorship on account of his financial 
views. 

It was intimated, when Mr. CRISP left the field and failed to fill 
the engageme-r;tt.s on hand, that ~t. ~as for other reasons than ~is 
physical conditiOn. He was cnticiSed by the papers at home m 
some instances and by newspapers abroad. No one knew but Mr. 
CRISP his real condition. No physician who had attended him or 
prescribed for him knew his sufferings and the peculiar condition, 
physically, under which he labored. He withdrew. He submitted 
to those adverse criticisms and talked to me about it more than 
once. I was with him, Mr. Speaker, when he made his last speech 
on earth. Called by the people of Rome, Ga., and the surround
ing country last fall to deliver a political speech, he had a mag
nificent audience, and never in my life did I see a speaker who 
nerved himself so thoroughly to do his full duty and mea~ure up 
to his full capacity as did CHARLES F. CRISP on that occasi?n. It 
was painful to see the effort ~?-e made to :ne.et the expectatio-r;ts of 

· the vast crowd that was hangmg upon his lips. · Yet he partially 
failed· it was his last effort. He only talked for a few minutes, 

-and h~d to sit down. There were but few, perhaps, including Mr. 
CRISP himself, who were aware of how fatal the malady was or 
would be, and how soon it would take him from his sphere of 
action. 

Permit me to say in conclusion, Mr. Speaker?, that _his death w~ 
a national loss; but a much greater loss to Georgia, and to his 
home circle and to his personal friends an irreparable loss. He 
was an honest man, a good man, a discre~t man, a wise man, a 
kind ma,n, a liberal man, a manly man. 

Mr. LAWSON. Mr. Speaker, on the 23d day of October last the 
soul of CHARLES F. CRISP, a great Georgian and an honored mem
ber of this body, passed through the gates of death into the pres
ence of God. On that day his eyes rested for the last time on the 
autumnal splendors of his Southern skies. • At such a season life is 
precious. For no artist, however deep his inspiration or exalted 

his imagination, has ever conceived a picture that rivaled in beauty 
and grandeur the surpassing loveliness of forest and landscape 
when "every leaf is an opal, and every trea a bower of varied 
beauty." From such a scene the soul of Judge CRISP, conscious of 
its impending voyage, and with no loved one absent, fearlessly 
launched upon the serene and placid sea of eternity. The places 
that knew him once will know him no more forever. But in a 
potent sense he still lives-lives in the virtues which he illustrated 
and in the successes which he achieved. These are invulnerable 
to the leaden scepter. 

For the emulation of youth a nobler examble than our deceased 
friend can scarcely be presented. Ardent, courageous, patriotic, 
and loyal to his adopted State, he, at the age of 16 years, grasped the 
sword in defense of her sovereign rights. Through four years of 
fatigue, hardships, and untold privations he followed the immor
tal Lee, the incomparable soldier and peerless citizen, amid the 
vicissitudes of fortune, to his final defeat. Then, at the age of 20 
years, located in a small south Georgia town, he began a new life. 
A stranger, without either fortune or ancestral distinction, he 
began that long civic combat which, protracted through many 
years, ended only with his life. There was nothing in the physical 
aspect of the country, nor in its social and political condition, to 
animate the bouyancy of his youthful spirits or to guide him to 
an elevated plain of manhood and usefulness. Physical desola
tion all around and a thorough social upheaval, united with a galling 
oppression from without, tended to make the prospect cheerless 
and hopeless. But that manly courage and . hardihood acquired 
in his soldier life qualified him for the conquest of adverse con
ditions and for his final ~riumph over all uiscouragements. His 
education was meager~ such only as he had acquired in the com
mon schools; yet he was inducted into the learned profession of 
the law, a profession which in his Southern home had always held 
aloft the highest standards of learning, integrity, and honor. 
But by dint of native ability, strenuous effort, and unfailing 
industry, he soon won a firm foothold in the profession, and was 
promoted to the office of solicitor-general, and charged with the 
prosecutions of all infractions of the criminal laws in his circuit. 
His able and faithful discharge of the duties of his office is evi
denced by the fact that on the first opportunity thereafter he was 
elected one of the judges of the superior courts of the State, courts 
which are vested with the highest original civil and criminal juris
diction in the State. Responsibilities of the most grave and 
onerous nature now devolved on him-none could be more so. 
To hold the scales of justice evenly between the contending animos
ities and passions of personal strifes, and to determine the issue:J: 
of life and death impartially according to law, is a responsibility 
and a duty more exacting of the intelligence, the patience, the 
integrity, and the humanity of the judge than can otherwise be 
imposed. Yet.Tudge CRISP bore this burden with fortitude, with 
a sound understanding, and with conscientious loyalty to justice 
and fidelity to the State, eminently displaying in all emergencies 
the immovable and calm equipoise of an impartial magl.strate. His 
countrymen, to attest their approval of his able judicial adminis
tration, b.·allSferred him to a sphere of less serious responsibilities, 
but of higher honor and wider usefulness. They elected him to the 
Congress of the United States. I will not u~dertake to portray 
his labors and successes here. That will be much better done by 
his colaborers and cotemporaries. 

I did not witness any part of his Congressional career until he was 
chosen Speaker of the House of Representatives. As his colleague, 
and representing in part the same people, I witnessed, with a par
donable exhilar~tion of feeling, the industry, aptitude, ability, 
and fairness with which he deported himself in that great office. 
Quick to perceive, prompt to act, resolute of purpose, calm, com
posed, and suave in manner, he was a model officer. The stormy 
ebullition of partisan fury did not appall him, nor did sudden par
liamentary entanglements disconcert him. Deliberate, just, self
poised, courteously according equal consideration to political 
friend and foe, he pursued the even tenor of his way. His per
sonal bearing, and the unique ·blending of his moral and intel
lectual qualities, fitting him well and equally for action or for the 
council board, plainly marked him for the leadership of his party 
in the House. His sagacity, if not unerring, was of the keenest 
description. For these reasons, when his party suffered defeat, 
and when he descended from the chair to the floor of the House, 
party leadership was accorded him spontaneously, without rival,
ries, and without criticisms or comparisons. And though he 
knew that disease was corrunting the fountains of life, and though, 
haggard and wasted in strength, he sometimes seemed to bend 
beneath the burden, he resolutely maintained his station at the 
head of the column. Thus, as lawyer, jurist, legislator, Speaker, 
and statesman, he was a conspicuous figure and filled a large 
space in the public eye. 

His was the applause of listenin~ senates to com.mand, 
And to read his history in a. nation's eyes. 
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And cut down in the midst of his years, in the prime and ma- walked these streets: ascended these steps, and had their little 

tnrity of manhood, in the zenith of his fame and usefulness, his day of honor, fame, and pleasure, and have joined the silent 
death is an irreparable loss to his State and country. majority. 

It may be remarked that his history was complete as it pro- Judge CRISP, in whose honor we have met here this afternoon, 
gre8sed. He advanced step by step from one degree of honor and like all the rest, is but an illustration of Gray's immortal Elegy in 
usefulness to a higher, but every inch traversed was thoroughly a Country Churchyard, that-
conquered ground, and he did .not need the brilliancy of a later The paths of glory lead but to the grave. 
achievement to reflect back and supplement or amend the deficien-
cies, the errors, or the failures of an earlier perio_d. . ~hese considerations should lead us to look away to that undis-

One event in his political career stands out as a conspicuous ill us-· covered country, should lea-d us to seek for honor and treasure 
tration of his self-sacrificing patriotism. It was well known to laid up "where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where 
his friends, and a fact which he did not hesitate to adm~t, that he thieves do not break through nor steal." How it should lead us to 
coveted a seat in the United States Senate. That seemed to be the strive for that incorruptible crown of glory thatfadeth not away, 
goal of his ambition, the capstone to an unbroken series-of polit- for those enduring honors that will stand when the marble crum
ical conquests. But when, on the death of Senator Colquitt, the bles, when the bronze turns to dust, and when the canvas fades
governor of Georgia offered to fill the vacancy in t~e Senate by the will stand when the elements have mel ted with fervent heat and 
appointmentof Judge CRISP, he patrioticallyput"3Bidethe coveted the works thereof are burned up. 
prize, esteeming the services he was performing as Speaker of the Mr. Speaker, to know CHARLES F. CRISP was to love the man. 
House of Representatives to be of far greater value to the country I disagreed with this distinguished statesman upon nearly every 
than his services as a Senator· could be. · His countrymen warmly political question, upon economic and financial questions, but I 
appreciated and applauded his self-denial, and in the fullness of am here to bear testimony to the fact that 1 believe he was a thor
time, when he could accept the office without a sacrifice of duty, oughly honest and sincere man. I am here to say that he was a 
they, with yractical unanimity in a primary election, indicated refined and courteous gentleman; and I am !J-ere to say that he 
·him as their choice for the Senatorship. All that remained to bore the duties of that great office which you enjoy, Mr. Speaker, 
consummate the people's choice and his own ambition was the vote and whose responsibilities you know so well-I am here to say that 
of the general assembly, which would have been cast b~fore the he bore those great honors with a quiet modesty and dignity. 
passing of those beautiful October days. Had death spared him CHARLES F. CRISP was a gentleman in the widest, broadest sense 
a few days longer an admiring people would have crowned him of those words. Shakespeare says: 
with the laurels he so long coveted. But he is gone; and the glit- The evil that men do lives after them; 
tering prize which, like ripened fruit, was just dropping into his The good is oft interred with their bones. 
hands, has faUen to the lot of another. . . . . 

I can not close this brief sketch without some reference to the I ~ave often thought wh~n r_eading that t~at he spoke Iromcally. 
private and unofficial life of the honored dead. I will not profane I thi~k exactly th~ opposite 1:8 true. I thillk we l?ve ~o. recount 
the sanctuary of his domestic life by any allusion to it except to say the VIrtues of o:ur. d.ec~ased friends rather than their faih~gs and 
that he was a loving, dutiful, and indulgent husband and father. ' .faults. The d1st~ngmshed gentleman from ·Pennsylvama [Mr. 
No man's life is faultless. No-man's life is as good as he wishes DALZELL]. has sa1~ that S:pea~er CRISP had faults; but ~e has 
it to be and strives to make it. Life is a drama, of alternate defeat truly and Justly said that his virtues far outshone them; hH~ gen
and victory. The private life of Judge CRISP, leavin~ out the tleness, his culture, h~ ur~anity of ml:!-nner, even to his P?li~cal 
foibles and follies that human nature in the best of men IS heir to opponents as well as h1s frumds, was a marked charactenstiC of 
was untarnished and spotless. No one eye:r: que~tioned. his integ: this great mal?-, who now sleeps ~n the soil of his own loved State, 
rity, and no suspicion or slander ever cast a film upon the clear the great emprre State of Georgia: . : . . 
surface of his character. It was above reproach. IDs affable Mr. Speake_r, Mr. CHARLES F. CRISP died ill the zeD;Ith of l?is 
manners and singularly democratic habits ~rew men to him and fame. He d1ed at the post of duty, as one should Wish to d1e. 
"grappled them ·wjth hooks of steel." No aspersion of his polit- You remembe~, Mr. Speaker, when the surgeo_ns gathered around 
ical foes ever escaped his lips; they even shared the beneficence of ~r. Garfiel~ ill the _ depot when he was stncken down by ~he 
his Christian charity. His bonhommie was perennial· his cheer- VIlest assassill that ever cursed the earth, he asked Dr. Bhss: 

•fulness a never-failing stream . . It was a delight to share in the "Doctor, is the wound morta:l?" And you remember the answer 
pleasantries of his sunny disposition. As greatness grew upon that the docior made. · Said h~: "Mr. Garfield, we fear the 
him he did not foraet his early and less-favored friends. The worst." And that great man said: "Doctor, I am not afraid to 
great poet tells us thbat- die." Why not? Because he was at the post of duty. One of 

'Tis a common pr~f, my illustrious and distinguished predecessors, who for sixteen 
That lowliness is young ambition's ladder, · years represented in yonder Hall the district which I have the 
Whereto the climber-upward turns his face; h t t-J h Q · Ad th ld 1 But when he once attains the upmost round, onor o represen o n Uincy aiDS, e o man e oquent-
He then unto the ladder turns his ba.ok died in yonder Hall iri 1848. He died as he lived-at the post of 
Looks in the clouds, scorning the base degrees duty, like this man. -He died on his shield, and his last words 
By which he did ascend. ' were: ''This is the last of earth. l am- content." Surely the 

Not so with Judge CRISP. A friend once gained was a friend place where a statesman would wish to die! 
forever. The friends of his early days were the stancher friends Some of the oldest people ·who live in my country will t-ell you 
of his last days. The period of his suffering and decline was that their grandparents told them about a dark day. It occurred 
wreathed in their admiration and love. And if any sacrifice on the 19th day of May, 1780. It began to grow dark at 10 o'clock 
which they could have offered could have beaten back the stealthy in the morning, and at noon it was so dark in New England that 
and relentless approach of the grim monster, he to-day, strong people could not see to read outdoors. Our fathers had very few 
and m1litant, would be an active leader amongst us. books besides the Bible, and in that book they read that God had 

I conclude with one other remark. Death came to him as it appointed a day in which He would judge the world. Very many 
comes to but few. It did not with a sudden and resistless stroke of the good people of New England thought the day of judgment 
mercifulJy cut him down. It did not, through wasting disease, was at hand. Indeed, Mr. Speaker, as you know, the strange 
always nearing the inevitable end, assure him that recovery was phenomenon has never been explained. The only explanation 
impossible. But it tantalized him with alternate hope and dread. ever offered was that the smoke f1·om dense forest fires in the 
How it approached; again it receded; but the dread Reaper was West met a dense fog from the Ea.st. At any rate, on the 19th 
ever dimly present. In the noisy altercations of these halls, in day of May, 1780, at noonday in New England a man could not 
the privacy of his home, in the council chamber, on the highway, see to read out of doors. This dark day overtook the Connecticut 
inthe hall of assemblies, in solitude, in society, at funerals and house of assembly in session; and amidst profound silence and 
at marriage feasts, everywhere and always, Death, toying with gloom, one of the members arose in his place and said: 
his heartstrings, mocked him. Whether his end was near or far 
off, he knew not; but he did know that his sleepless enemy was 
inexorable and relentless. For months he stood near and listened 
to the lashing of the waves upon the eternal shore and feared not. 
Surely the valiant never taste of death bnt once. 

Mr. Speaker, it is evident that some strange and wonderful providence of 
Almighty God is upon us, by which we can not see to read at noontime. It 
may be, sir, that the day of judgment is at hand. In view of this strange and 
wonderful providence of God, I move you, sir, that the Connecticut house of 
assembly do now adjourn. 

There was another member of the house of assembly t whose name 
Mr. MORSE. Mr. Speaker, at this late hour I promise that my was Abraham Davenport, and he was a Quaker; ana he ~tood up 

words will be very few. The great dramatist has said: in his place and opposed the motion. He said: 
All the world's a. stage, 

And all the men and women merely players .. 
Of this Washington, with its ever-changing life, seems to me 

to be a fit illustration. I often think, as I ascend the steps of 
this Capitol building, of all the men who have served here and 

Mr. President, I am opposed to the motion to adjourn. I am utterly unable 
to explajn the darkness. It may be that some strange and wonderful provi
dence of God is upon us, It may be, as my brother has said, that the da.y of 
judgment is at hand. But, sir, as! know of no better p1ace to be overtaken by 
death and the judgment than at the post of duty, I move you, sir, that the 
candles be brought in and the act be read again. 

/ 
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It was done; ancl the busine'3s of the house went on. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, I have faith. to believe that if you and I, like 

CHARLES F. CRISP, and John Quincy Adams, and James· Abram 
Garfield, and Abraham Davenport, are found at the post of duty, 
in the largest meaning of those words, having om· peace made 
with God, we need not fear death or the judgment. Surely this 
man died at the post of duty: he died bravely and he sleeps well; 
his name and his memory and his record will be revered by his 
countrymen to the remotest time. Fare you well, CHARLES F. 
CRISP! We shall see you no more on the shores of time. We say 
to you a last and sad farewell. 

1\fr. TURNER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con
sent that gentlemen who have spoken on the pending resolutions 
may have leave to.extend their remarks, and that others may have 
the privilege of fumishing remarks for publication within the 
next ten days. 

There was no objection; and it was ordered accordingly. 
The question being then taken, the resolutions were agreed to; 

and in accordance therewith. (at 5 o'clock and 55 minutes p.m.) 
the House adjourned. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, ETC. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following executive com
munications were taken from the Speaker's table and referred as 
follows: 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
reports from the a-ccounting officers of the Treasury Department, 
with lists of delinquent officers during the year 1 96-to the Com
mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the president of the Anacostia and Potomac Rail
way Company, transmitting a statement of receipts and expendi
tures for the year ending December 31, 1896, together with a list 
of stockholders-to the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
list ot amounts due the Union and Kansas Pacific Railroad compa
nies; also settlements in favor of the Central Branch, Union Pacific 
Railroad Company-to the Committee on Appropriations, and or
dered to be printed. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Under Clause 2 of Rule XIII, bHls and resolutions were severally 
reported from committees, delivered to the Clerk, and referred to 
the several Calendars therein named, as follows: 

Mr. BABCOCK, from the Committee on the District of Colum
bia, to which was referred the joint resolution of the House (H. 
Res. 228) providing for additional telegraphic and electric-light 
facilities in the city of Washington, D. C., during the inaugural 
ceremonies on the 4th day of March, 1897, reported the same with
out amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 2533); which said 
bill and report were referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. MORSE, from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, to which was referred House bill No. 9491, reported in 
lieu thereof a bill (H. R. 10023) setting apart a plot of public 
grormd in the city of Washington, in the District of Columbia, 
for memorial purposes, under the auspices of the National 
Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution, accom
panied by a report (No. 2534); which said bill and report were 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, to which was referred the bill of the Senate (8. 3071) 
entitled'' An act to authorize the construction of a bridge over 
the Monongahela River from the borough of Braddock to the town
ship of Mifflin, Pa., reported the same without amendment, ac
companied by a report (No. 2538) 1 which said bill and 1·eport were 
referred to the House Calendar. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, private bills and resolutions were 
severally reported from committees, d€livered to the Clerk, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, as follows: 

By Mr. SHANNON, from the Committee on the District of 
Columbia: The bill (H. R. 4279) to cure the title to certain real 
estate in the District of Columbia. (Report No. 2535.) 

By Mr. BISHOP, from the Committee on Military Affairs: The 
bill (H. R. 8275) to remove the charge of desertion standing against 
Philip Beidle. (Report No. 2536.) 

~ . By Mr. BAKER of Kansas, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions: The bHl (H. R. 9878) granting a; pension to Sarah C. 
Ward. (Report No. 2539.) 

ADVERSE REPORT~ 

Under clause 2of Rule XIII, Mr. BISHOP, from the Committee 
on ~~ilitary Affairs, submitted an adverse report (No. 2537) on 
the .bill (H. R. 6910! to ~emove t~e ch~ug~ of .desertion standing 
agamst James F. 0 Sullivan; which said bill and report were laid 
on the table. . 

PUBLIC BILLS, MEMORIALS, AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions and memorials 
of the following titles were introduced and seve;ally referred as 
follows: 

By Mr. SHERMAN: A bill (H. R. 10022) to amend the act 
entitled " An act to reg-ulate commerce "-to the Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

By Mr. VAN HORN: A joint resolution (Ii. Res. 232) for the 
relief of Robert L. Lindsay-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By M_r. SMIT.fl of Michigan: A re~olution (House Re . No. 492) 
requesting the :::>ecretary of State to mform the House concerning 
the status of an agreement between the United States and Great 
Britain regarding the building of war vessels on the Great Lakes
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. RICHARDSON: A concurrent resolution (House Con. 
Res. No. 67) to print 6,000 additional copies of Bulletin No. 33, 
United States Department of Agriculture, entitled the Cotton 
Plant; its History, Botany, Chemistry, Culture, Enemies, and 
Uses-to the Committee on Printing. 

PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 

Under clause 1 of Rule XJOI, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and I'eferred as follows: 

By Mr. FITZGERALD: A bill(H. R.10024) fo1•theamendment 
of the military record of Herman Wenige-to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

By .Mr. OTEY: A bill (H. R. 10025) granting a pension to James 
Whitten, Company K. Fifteenth Regiment New Jersey Volun
teers-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PATTERSON: A bill (H. R. 10026) for the relief of 
John Morrison, of Shelby County, Tenn.-to the Committee on War 
Claims. 

By Mr. REED: A bill (H. R. 10027) to correct the naval record 
of John Richard Dimock-to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. RICHARDSON: A bill (H. R. 10028) for the relief of 
William Johnson, admini trator of Thomas J. Johnson, deceased, 
late of Fayette County, Tenn.-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. SPENCER: A bill (H. R. 10029) for the relief of Anna 
Hunt, administratrix of the estate of George F. Hunt, deceased, 
late of Claiborne County, 1\fiss.-to the Committee on War 
Claims. 

By Mr. WALKER of Virginia (by request): A bill (H. R.10030) 
to correct the military record of Thompson Tooley, alias James 
Heney-to th.e Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. WHEELER: A bill (H.R.10031) forthereliefofAnthony 
Burleson-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill (EL R. 10032) for the relief of John T. Lehman, of 
Lauderdale.County, Ala.-to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 10033) for the relief of John McMurtry, of 
Lauderdale County, Ala.-to the Committee on War Claims. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, thefollowingpetitionsandpapers 
were laid on the Clerk's desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. FITZGERALD~ Memorial of the Massachusetts Histor
ical Society, Charles Francis Adams, president, for the preserva
tion of the old frigate Constitutio-n-to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

By Mr. MOSES: Petition of the heirs of Josiah Chambers, de
ceased, late of Carroll County, Ga., praying that his war claim be 
referred to the Court of Claims under the Bowman Act-to the 
Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WALKER of Virginia: Papers to accompany House bill 
to correct the military record of Thompson Tooley, alias James 
Heney-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. SHAFROTH: Petition of the Society of the Sons of the 
Revolution in the :::>tate of Colorado, John F. Spalding, president, 
for the publication of the archives of the Government relating to 
the formative period, extending at least from about 1720 to the 
close of the war of 1812-to tbe Committee on Printing. 

Also, petition of Thomas Butler and 35 other ex-soldiers residing 
in Longmontf Colo., urging the passage of HoliSe bU: No. 9209, 
gt·anting a se1-vice pension to honorably discharged soldiers of the 
late war-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions~ 
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